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WILL MYANMAR ARMED FORCES (TATMADAW)
LAUNCH A CONVENTIONAL OFFENSIVE
OPERATION IN OUR SOUTH EAST?
A MILITARY ASSESSMENT
Lt Gen (Retd) Mohammad Mahfuzur Rahman
Myanmar Armed
Forces
(TATMADAW) is 39th
out of 142 countries considered
from Global Firepower index where
Bangladesh ranks
46th.
TATMADAW
has
around five hundred
thousand
manpower where Bangladesh has approximately
two hundred seventy-five thousand. These do not
give a picture of distinct capabilities. What makes
real difference in terms of hardware at military
operational level (higher level) is the operational
fire power, meaning fire power assets that can
bring physical and psychological response and influence the course of the battle at operational
level. Myanmar’s ballistic missiles are capable of
hitting targets at Cox’s Bazar, Chittagong and
Dhaka. Ours’ highest range possibly can cover up
to Sittwe Port (Myanmar) or targets roughly up to
150 km inside Myanmar. In naval power, Myanmar Navy was trailing behind, even few years back

but today it has some modern platforms including a stealth frigate, a submarine and capable of
contesting Bangladesh Navy. In 2009, while
Myanmar started hydrocarbon exploration in un
demarcated water, presence of Bangladesh Navy
frigates compelled Myanmar Naval vessel to withdraw from the site. Today that may not be the
case. They are building indigenous frigates (that’s
a higher capability level). Though Bangladesh
Navy has acquired two strategic offensive platforms (submarine), they are not operational as yet
and our submarine base is within heavy artillery
fire range of Myanmar. Though Myanmar Navy
has numerical superiority yet my understanding
is Myanmar Navy would not be capable of containing Bangladesh Navy or blockading our sea
lines of communication. Having said that,
Bangladesh Air force is the Cinderella of the
three services. In the forgetfulness of our collective memory, we are overlooking the importance
of a ‘deterrent air force’ for a smaller nation. In
modern conventional conflict a tactical air action
could bring about a strategic impact. In February
2019, Indian surgical air operation and airspace
violation were stopped after Pakistan F16 fighters
brought down an Indian MIG-21, although India 
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(Left) Myanmar aircraft cross Bangladesh border. (Right) The mortar shells reportedly hurled by Myanmar’s
Border Guard Police (BGP) on August 28, 2022.



had 600+ aircrafts in their inventory compared to
Pakistan’s 300+ aircrafts. The point I am trying
to make here, that some of the equipment should
be better than that of potential adversary to exact
deterrence. In the category of state of the art
equipment; Myanmar has thirty-one MIG-29 (4th
generation) and 4th generation plus; seven JF-17 and
six Sukhoi-30 (delivered and in the process of delivery) where Bangladesh has eight MIG-29 (here
air worthiness and availability of arsenal have not
been taken into consideration for both forces).
Clearly Bangladesh Air force will find it difficult
to pose any deterrence to Myanmar Air force
hence we notice so many airspace violations by
Myanmar Air force. It may be mentioned, without considerable air cover land and maritime warfare at operational level is quite impossible.

Clearly Myanmar is militarily better equipped
and stronger but these do not necessarily guarantee military victory in a conventional engagement.
It did not in Vietnam, Afghanistan, may be in
Ukraine (future will say). My rational for such estimate are as follows:

point by TATMADAW is near to impossible (considering legitimacy of the cause where, as per constitutional guidance Bangladesh will not be an
aggressor but defending her territory). On the
contrary ‘Centre of Gravity’ of Myanmar (Junta)
is TATMADAW (the whole of Myanmar is not
behind them). In case of their aggression, attrition and fracture in ‘decision making cycle’ by incremental capitulations will have both material
and emotional response.

Bangladesh Armed Forces conventional training
is on the plains, whereas TATMADAW has developed expertise in fighting insurgency, jungle warfare and in hilly areas. In the event of invasion
TATMADAW would be confronting Bangladesh
Armed Forces in Bangladesh Armed Forces chosen ground and friendly population.

As Bangladesh does not have any geographical
ambition, for her victory is expelling enemy forces
from own territory. Together with people, Armed
Forces of Bangladesh would be able to achieve
‘End State’ in an environment of their own
choosing. In that scenario TATMADAW would
The ‘Centre of Gravity’ for Bangladesh is ‘Peo- face humiliation, that would be risky considering
ples’ Will’, unlocking this intangible decisive an already dwindling support base. It may be 
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noted that a brutal military is not a good ‘fighting
machine’. So long TATMADAW was carrying out
its operations and cruelty against ill equipped dissident groups, minorities and unarmed civilians.
However, situation would be different against a
resolute, trained and organized military who are
backed by just cause. In addition, there is a possibility that when TATMADAW’s head is inside
Bangladesh the tail (logistic base and rear areas)
are likely to be under attack by separatists (Arakan
Army, Chin National Army and others) who
would take such situational advantage.

There would be worldwide condemnation of
Junta’s such venture, even her friends at regional
and international high table would find the situation unpalatable.

All these reasons mentioned would discourage
Junta (TATMADAW) to undertake any conventional large scale military offensive in our South
East. However, Junta is likely to carryout surgical
ground invasion for a limited time and objective
like that of a ‘Rejupara Border Out Post capture’
incident in 1991. In the name of hot pursuit of
their separatist groups they may violate international boundary (Junta is always falsely blaming
Bangladesh for harbouring their dissident
groups).

(Political, Economic, Diplomatic including Military Diplomatic, Cultural and Military) necessary.
Particularly in the military lines of operation, intellectual agility in decision making cycle (senior
military leadership) and physical agility in junior
leadership and units would be invaluable. Tri
services training, joint exercise including exercise
with friendly armed forces may work as deterrence. Surveillance and combat intelligence
would be crucial against operational and tactical
surprises.

Developing a ‘strategic culture’ where people,
elite in the polity and strategic community feel
the requirement of developing a ‘Credible Deterrence Force’ with the purpose that Bangladesh is
‘left alone to go ahead’ with her primary agenda
of economic emancipation, stability, development and better life for her people.

In doing that, some of the equipment should be
better than the potential adversary having punitive power with latent violence inbuilt and my recommended equipment are (preferably western
origin as Myanmar already has a good number of
latest Chinese and Russian systems and we cannot compete their military budget); one unit of
operational fire, two units of medium surface to
air missile, half a squadron of anti-submarine helicopters (4-6 numbers) and a squadron (8-12 numbers) of 5th generation multi role combat
aircrafts. The cost could be roughly equivalent to
maintaining Rohingya refugees for two decades.
But these could ensure enough deterrence where
Junta would not adventure to send rest of Rohingyas to Bangladesh residing in Rakhine.

They may also carry out surgical air attack to
some of our ‘High Value Targets’ in Cox’s Bazar,
Bandarban or Chittagong. It is also not unlikely
that Junta may provide support to miscreant
groups to destabilized CHT. Nonetheless, the
worst case scenario would be the capture of St.
Martin Island by TATMADAW. Junta in the past
twice claimed St. Martin as their Island in their
official website. This would be precarious situa- Source: Information available in open domain.
tion because recapturing would be the most difficult task. This would entail an amphibious
Lt Gen (Retd) Mohammad Mahfuzur Rahman,
operation that is a nightmare for any military.
rcds, ndc, afwc, psc, PhD, Former Directing Staff at
Way Forward: Synergy of all lines of operations War Course, National Defence College.
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The Indo-Pacific Strategy and
Its Connotation to Bangladesh
Commodore Kazi Emdadul Haq (Retd)
Introduction

When the think
tanks were in a discourse of the pros
&
cons
of
Bangladesh participating China-led
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and
the US-led IndoPacific
Strategy
(IPS), in its bewilderment, Bangladesh’s diplomacy got dismayed
by increasing Russian interest in Myanmar. The
complex security scenario developing through
converging interests in a single country by China,
Russia including India is a matter of intrigue that
may endanger the already existing volatile security
in the region.
Despite having a good relationship with all countries, Bangladesh has become frustrated for not
getting the desired support of leading nations regarding Rohingya repatriation. The US and EU
appear to have done routine responsibilities by
imposing some targeted sanctions against Myan-

mar Junta. The burden and consequences of
more than 1.1 million Rohingyas confined to the
southeastern part of Bangladesh have left the Bay
of Bengal (BoB) region in limbo.

People from developing countries have become
more aware and begun debating on the justification against both East and West for their unjust
wars against Ukraine, Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and
many more. The effect of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine has fallen on Bangladesh and many other
countries alike. Being a littoral country to IndoPacific, Bangladesh has all the rights to get economically strong by demanding a fair share
through participation in various regional forums.

Is the hope of Rohingya repatriation diminishing
for Bangladesh, or is Bangladesh expecting a
worse situation in the coming days due to the
convergence of leading powers in the region?
This article will try to address these issues.

Undertone of Indo-Pacific

In 2001, according to former US Secretary of
States Hillary Clinton, the Asia-Pacific was pivotal
in deciding politics and thus emphasised the
need for the United States to engage China eco- 
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46th annual Indo-Pacific Army Management Seminar (IPAMS), Source: Internet


nomically. Over time, the Indo-Pacific (a bit deviation from Asia-Pacific) has become a vital strategy of the United States, and the most acceptable
argument is to counter BRI or the rise of China.
It would not be a wonder that IPS is also meant
to weaken Russia in this region.

Many thinkers expressed concerns that China was
exerting influence through BRI and trying to
change the status quo in the Indo-Pacific region.
Most countries became aware of BRI’s debt trap.
Under this charade, both BRI and IPS have their
nuance objectives to achieve in the Indo-Pacific
region,
which puts littoral countries into a
Hillary Clinton said, “a thriving China is good for
America”; when Donald Trump became President, quandary. Often, countries are caught in the
he became fed-up with thriving China and said, horns of a dilemma in choosing between the two.
“China is raping America”; now Biden Adminis- Effect of Leading Powers’ Competition
tration says the United States is in “competition”
with China which otherwise means nothing but to The present international scenario is highly comcontain China – a significant shift from engage- plex and in continuous flux – from complex to
ment to containment of China. All good allies of highly obscure – mainly due to the Russian invathe US needed to adjust their policies with the sion of Ukraine that has created an oil and gas
crisis in almost all the countries except for some
transformation of the US policy of diplomacy.
cohorts of Russia. It is ironic to the world how a
Since China launched BRI, its economy has been
veteran and seasoned politician like Vladimir
growing fast, leveraging China to maintain and
Putin threatened the world with great acrimony
grow military might, which has posed a challenge
and said, “the nuclear threat is no bluff”. Howto US supremacy in the Indo-Pacific region.
ever, no party can win the nuclear war as all the
China’s forceful claim over almost all South
superpowers have second-strike capabilities.
China Sea (SCS) compelled the United States to
Moreover, the Russian nuclear attack will unite
advocate a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific” (FOIP).
all countries against Russia. That would be the
To upbeat the US alliance, the United States enend of Putin’s regime.
gaged the littoral countries through various economic investments, training, and programs under Russia has always been accusing the US of pushthe banner of IPS. But IPS lacks the required fi- ing Russia to attack Ukraine despite Russia’s
warning to Ukraine not to join NATO. To main- 
nancial investment compared to BRI.
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tain US supremacy in the Indo-Pacific, it is obvious that the US would not lose the opportunity
of weakening Russian might. It seems that the
US kept on pursuing Ukraine to join NATO. If
Ukraine joins, it would be winning for NATO;
otherwise, if Russia attacks Ukraine, that would
also be in favour of the US because Ukraine, supported by the US, would surely resist the Russian
invasion. Why would the US lose this incredible
opportunity to weaken Russia without sending its
(US) boots on the ground? In both ways, the US
is the winner. And now, it appears that this was
the US strategy to weaken the Russian threat both
to NATO and Indo-Pacific.

It is unfortunate for Bangladesh and other countries alike that they were forced to choose sides in
the UN voting despite having good relationships
with both the United States and Russia. The
forceful American diplomacy, President George
W. Bush’s famous address in 2001, “either you
are with us, or you are with the terrorists”, compelled the countries to support the US. The legacies of US diplomacy continue today. On the
same ground of compelling to choose sides, the
Solomon Islands did not consent to sign the recently concluded US-Pacific Island Accord but
later signed after removing compelling references.
The Solomon Islands dared stand up to a superpower to get a fair deal which could be a lesson
for other leaders.

Joe Biden says, “Putin chose this war and he will
pay”. Meanwhile, Putin’s specter of war is getting
too costly for Bangladesh and alike. Cronies, who
took advantage of the war, and helped Putin’s
economy to maintain the killing machine, may be
dealt with by the United States after the war. Of
course, history would be written in favour of the
winner, and retribution for war crimes would be
awarded accordingly.

the importance of the Indo-Pacific, it closed the
embassy in the Solomon Islands in 2019. It has
paved the easy excess for China to exert its influence in the Pacific nations through its economic
investment and other programs, including 40 bilateral deals. When realized, US Vice President
Kamala Harris recognized the lacking on their
part and took the initiative to ramp up its cooperation with the pacific nations by establishing
new embassies in Kiribati and Tonga.

It would be unjust to attribute pacific nations for
improving relationships with China when China
remains the biggest investor in the region. Similarly, China also started significant investments
in South Asian countries under the banner of
BRI. Countries need economic investment - be
it from the West or East. Why should the leaders
bother as long as it improves the economy?

Of course, leaders also should ensure a fair deal
so that it does not bring the countries into the
debt trap of China. It is generally believed that
China would make such a deal that tends to put
the countries into a debt trap. On the contrary,
before making a deal, the West will advise
whether the nations would be in trouble to pay
back. That transparency of nuance needs to understand by Chinese “wolf warrior” diplomats.

The US Interest in Littoral Countries of the Bay
of Bengal (BoB)

The BoB is a bay of the Indian Ocean; thus, the
IPS policy is equally applicable here. On the issue
of cooperation with Bangladesh, the US Department of State’s official statement is “continue to
work together to advance a shared vision of a free,
open, inclusive, peaceful, and secure Indo-Pacific
region”. However, China is so aggressive in the
South China Sea (SCS) and West Pacific that it
appears the United States finds it hard to give
equal importance to all zones of the Indo-Pacific.

The littoral countries are often forced to pay for
the United States’ mistakes or wrong decisions. The US appears not very happy with India for
When the United States continued to emphasize supporting Putin’s economy during the Russian 
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invasion of Ukraine. The US has threatened
India under CAATSA (Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act). The human
rights organization Amnesty International closed
its operation in India. The US created AUKUS
(Australia, the UK, & the US), excluding India
amidst mistrust among Quad partnerships. Despite this fact, the geostrategic location of India
makes the Indian alliance with the US crucial to
implement IPS. Albeit the US placed sanctions
on a few Bangladeshi personnel but did not put
sanctions against India for the same reasons.
However, on 30 September 22, the US Treasury
Department imposed sanctions on Mumbaibased Tibalaji Petrochem Private Limited over the
alleged Iran oil deal but not for India buying
Russian oil. It is challenging to understand where
the US interests lie.

11

opportunity to visit Cox’s Bazar Rohingya camps.
Hopefully, Bangladesh upheld its diplomatic efforts to repatriate Rohingya people through this
conference.

Myanmar is the second most drug-producing
country after Afghanistan and the leading cause
of illegal migration through the IO. The illegal
human and drugs reach Australia, New Zealand,
and ASEAN countries using IO. Without resolving this issue, the US cannot expect to build a better Indo-Pacific. If it is not a priority, then what
can be more demanding interest for the US in
the Indo-Pacific? Unless the United States takes
an effective policy on Myanmar, the latter will
keep posing threat to IPS.

Present Concerns of Bangladesh

Among a few concerns of Bangladesh, the Rohingya crisis is one of the main issues that might
Due to the waning trust of the US towards India, lead to severe consequences in the future, as the
the US is less likely to see Bangladesh through an Myanmar Junta did not show any positive attiIndian lens, at least for now. For the last 50 years, tude toward taking back Rohingyas. Moreover,
although ups and downs, the US has maintained recent Russian involvement in Myanmar may give
good relationships with Bangladesh and contin- Junta a bit of enthusiasm to be more aggressive

ued engagement with Bangladesh Armed Forces in discharging his dictatorial leadership.
and reiterated US’s support to
train armed forces by providing
defence equipment and training
in the recently concluded 8th
Security Dialogue in Washington on 06 April 2022.

The US support toward
Bangladesh has become further
entrenched through participation in the largest land conference in the region, where 23
nations’ senior army officers
gathered in Bangladesh on the
occasion of the 46th Indo-Pacific Armies Management Seminar (IPAMS) held on 12-15 Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with Myanmar junta leader Min Aung
September 2022. During this Hlaing on the sidelines of the 2022 Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok
session, the delegation got the
on September 7, 2022. (Photo Valery SHARIFULIN SPUTNIK AFP
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When ASEAN barred the Myanmar coup d’état
leader from attending ASEAN meetings, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov visited Myanmar
in the first week of August and said Russia backed
Myanmar Junta’s efforts to ‘Stabilize’ the country.

Russian Multirole Fighter Su-30SME

Myanmar has already received two of six Sukhoi
Su-30SME multirole combat jets from Russia,
and more energy cooperation is expected. Consequences upon more blood will likely be shed
from ongoing fighting between ethnic groups
and Tatmadaw. Moreso, the two authoritarian
cronies will bring more disaster to the supporters of the National Unity Government (NUG),
who wants to restore democracy in Myanmar.
As many strategists speculate, a failed country in
the neighbourhood of Bangladesh is likely to invite disastrous consequences in the whole region. It would seriously hinder even India’s “act
east” policy.

Due to the above facts, Bangladesh cannot expect
any support from Russia in resolving the Rohingya crisis. It has already been seen that China,
Japan, and India are not interested in resolving
the Rohingya crisis. The reasons are almost similar – it’s the economic benefit and realpolitik.
All these leaders have found more benefits in resourceful Myanmar over Bangladesh. Although
Bangladesh plays a vital role in geopolitics, solv-

ing the Rohingya crisis has become no concern
to them, at least for now.

Although the US Ambassador said that one of
the US’s goals in Bangladesh is to support
Bangladesh’s efforts to host the Rohingya
refugees until their repatriation to Myanmar,
but the question is how long these Rohingyas
will remain in Bangladesh. The vulnerability in
BoB has significantly increased as it has become
a suitable drug trafficking route for Myanmar.
The Rohingya refugees have already been involved in drug and arms smuggling and human
trafficking in BoB.

A slim hope Bangladesh may expect from the US
and EU. However, the effect of covid-19 and the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine war made the world
economy flattened, pushing the inflation rate unusually high. The US and EU imposed targeted
sanctions on Myanmar Junta. However, sanctions are ineffective when Myanmar gets support
from two giant powers – China and Russia.

Important to note that sanctions are mainly
given against the military Junta for taking power
unlawfully and throwing Aung San Suu Kyi into
jail. It is not to resolve the Rohingya crisis.
Restoring democracy rather than solving the Rohingya crisis is more priority for the West. However, Bangladesh hopes for a better relationship
with a democratic Myanmar than an autocratic
regime.

Some Myanmar-related issues concerning
Bangladesh are Russian increasing military cooperation with Myanmar; ethnic groups in Chin
and Rakhine States, bordering Bangladesh, intensifying their fighting with Tatmadaw; Rohingya
people getting involved in all kinds of security issues in Cox’s Bazar. Moreso, the foreign reserve
of Bangladesh has fallen below USD40 billion 
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from 48 billion last year, and people fear a further
decrease in reserve in the coming days. United
efforts by all parties seem lacking to face uncertainties that Bangladesh foresaw.

within the blurring zone between friend and foe
where the realpolitik lies. Amidst worldwide recession, Bangladesh is getting at least some support from the US and EU to resolve the Rohingya
crisis. China, Russia, and India have considered
authoritarian Myanmar geopolitically more cruConclusion
cial than Bangladesh. Within the converging
While China-led investment continues, the great powers in a single country for their divergUnited States will continue to engage Indo-Pacific ing interests, hopes for Bangladesh are getting
limited.
littoral countries to maintain its supremacy over
China and Russia. It is better to accept training Fortunately, the gamut of diplomacy is interand programs, and participate in seminars and minable; Bangladesh’s hope to resolve the Rohingya repatriation will remain alive. 17 crore
conferences related to Indo-Pacific.
people’s united voices should be more than
Bangladesh and countries alike should make all enough to create chasm within the brutal dictapossible endeavours to avoid compelling refer- torial regime in Myanmar. Bangladesh needs the
ences from contesting competition in the Indo- consensus of all parties to compel Junta to bow
Pacific. Without fear of acquiescing to great down to the invincible united people of
powers, efforts should be made to get the best Bangladesh.
benefits when dealing with the West or the East.
The Rohingya crisis has opened the eyes of Commodore Kazi Emdadul Haq, BSP, ndu, psc
Bangladesh and may steer its course carefully (Retd). Founding Member, BIMRAD.
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Bangladesh is a country with an
international outlook: Australian
High Commissioner
Rabb Majumder
A seasoned diplomat, Jeremy Bruer, has been in
charge of Dhaka since 2021. Jeremy Bruer worked
as the Assistant Secretary for the South Asia Maritime branch of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade previous to his appointment as
the High Commissioner to Bangladesh. In addition to serving as ambassador to the United Arab
Emirates, high commissioner to Vanuatu, deputy
chief of mission at the Australian embassy in
Riyadh, and second secretary at the Australian
high commission in Port Moresby, the cool, affable, and bright diplomat has also held other positions. Bruer has a master's degree in the arts
from Melbourne University and a bachelor's degree in the arts from Adelaide University.

Based on our community ties, Shared Commonwealth ideals, and sporting relationships, Australia and Bangladesh have a cordial and
productive relationship.

Jeremy Bruer, Australian High Commissioner to Bangladesh
Australia was one of first nations to acknowledge
Bangladesh’s Independence in 1971, and since In an interview with the Security World the Austhen, the two nations have built up a solid and tralian High Commissioner has discussed many
issues including contentious Rohingya, economy 
expanding economic relationship.
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investment and bilateral relations between the
two countries.

The excerpts of the interview as follows:

multilateral forums such as the Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA) – of which it currently
holds the chair – and the United Nations.

Q 1. How do you see the current relations be- In a similar way, Australia also has an international outlook. We depend on international
tween Australia and Bangladesh?
trade, strongly support the multilateral system,
The relationship between Australia and
Bangladesh has been strong since the earliest and are part of the Indo-Pacific region – we have
days of Bangladesh’s existence as a nation. We the Pacific Ocean to our east and the Indian
are proud that Australia was one of the first Ocean to our west.

countries in the world, and the first Western
country, to recognise Bangladesh in January
1972 and we were delighted to celebrate the
50th anniversary of diplomatic relations earlier
this year.

Australians have long been part of the story of
Bengal and Bangladesh. Dutch-Australian
William Ouderland made an important contribution to Bangladesh’s Liberation War and is the
only foreigner to receive the Bir Pratik, an important Bangladeshi award for gallantry. Richard
Casey, a former Australian foreign minister and
governor-general, was governor of Bengal from
1944 to 1946.

Today, approximately 80,000 Bangladeshi-Australians are making important contributions to
Australian society. Last year, Bangladesh hosted
the Australian T20i cricket team. There is nothing like a mutual love of sport to bring people together. But our long-standing friendship isn’t
built just on cricket. On the contrary, it flows
from growing people-to-people links, trust and cooperation in the pursuit of mutual benefits and,
increasingly, trade.
Bangladesh is a country with an international
outlook. It is located at the cross-roads of South
East Asia and South Asia – the gateway between
ASEAN and the sub-continent. It is a major contributor to international peacekeeping efforts, a
leader in climate change, and a strong partner in

We support a free, open, and resilient Indo-Pacific
region that is respectful of the rules and norms
that serve the interests of all nations, large and
small. Australia wants to work with its partners
bilaterally and through a wide variety of regional
forums including IORA, ASEAN, the Pacific Islands Forum, and groupings such as the Quad to
help ensure the Indo-Pacific remains peaceful,
prosperous and secure.

Climate change is a key challenge facing the
Indo-Pacific region – and the world. Australia
and Bangladesh are both on the frontline of the
effects of climate change. Australia is committed
to the Paris Agreement and has a new ambitious
legislated 2030 target to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 43 per cent below 2005 levels, putting us on track to achieve our net zero emissions
by 2050 target. At COP26, Australia announced
$2 billion in climate finance for 2020-2025, a
doubling of Australia’s 2015-2020 pledge. We
will explore the possibility of co-hosting a UN
Climate Summit to spur on global climate action. In Bangladesh, Australia looks forward to
continuing our cooperation on coastal risk reduction including conserving mangroves and
other blue carbon ecosystems, supporting food
security and livelihoods, and contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation for vul
nerable communities.
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Q 2. How do you evaluate or explain
Bangladesh-Australia economic relations
amid the Covid-19 pandemic and pre Covid19 periods?

nomic growth. As both countries emerge from the
COVID-19 pandemic, we see opportunities to enhance trade and investment in minerals and energy
– including renewable energy – skills development,
Bangladesh has achieved extraordinary, sustained and information and communication technology
economic growth, especially over the past ten services.
years or so. There is substantial complementarity
between our economies, and bilateral trade has
Q 4. How do you look at Bangladesh’s Rohingya
increased dramatically over the decade – growing
issue? Will it be a threat to regional and interby 550 per cent over the last decade alone – and
national security?
reaching $2.6 billion in 2019-2020. There’s great
potential for it to grow further and broaden. The The Rohingya humanitarian crisis continues to
garment sector, agriculture, food and beverage be one of the largest and most complex in the reand education services have been key drivers of gion. We remain seriously concerned about the
the growth in trade. Bangladesh is a particularly ongoing human rights abuses against the Roimportant market for Australia’s high-quality cot- hingya and other minorities in Myanmar and
ton for Bangladesh’s ready-made garment indus- have consistently called for the military regime to
try, chickpeas and wheat, and we see be held accountable for its actions. We continue
opportunities to diversify, through increasing ex- to urge the regime to end violence against civilports of wool and the pursuit of opportunities in ians, engage in dialogue, release those unjustly dethe IT and health sectors. Australia is particularly tained, and allow safe and unimpeded access for
well placed to support Bangladesh’s growing en- humanitarian assistance. We committed to proergy needs as it transitions to a middle-income viding humanitarian assistance to affected popucountry. I’m keen to see more Australian invest- lations in Myanmar but taking proactive steps to
ment in Bangladesh’s economy (and vice-versa), ensure that assistance does not legitimise or give
which will be of mutual benefit to both our
credibility to the regime.
economies.
We are very aware that hosting almost one million Rohingya refugees from Myanmar has had –
Q 3. What investment opportunities are ahead and continues to have – a significant impact on
here in Bangladesh from Australia?
Bangladesh. There are substantial pressures assoThe Australian and Bangladeshi governments are ciated with having a large population in a small
working together to enhance trade and investment space and over 500,000 host community memopportunities. In September last year, the Aus- bers in Cox’s Bazar district feel these pressures
tralian and Bangladesh governments signed the bi- acutely.
lateral Trade and Investment Framework We understand the Rohingya would like to reArrangement (TIFA). Australia hosted the first turn home to Myanmar. Likewise, we support
talks with Bangladesh under the TIFA in February the voluntary, dignified, safe and sustainable repathis year. Under the TIFA we look forward to ex- triation of Rohingya refugees. However, this canploring how our governments can work together not occur until the conditions in Myanmar are
to boost the recovery of the private sector and eco- safe for them to return. Australia is committed 
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to working with international and regional bodies
(including the International Court of Justice, International Criminal Court and ASEAN) to support Myanmar’s readiness for their voluntary and
sustainable return. ASEAN-led efforts represent
the most tangible steps toward ending violence in
Myanmar.

We continue to urge the Myanmar military to honour its commitment to AEAN’s leaders to implement the Five Point Consensus to move
towards a peaceful resolution in the interests of
the people of Myanmar. In the meantime, we remain committed to supporting Bangladesh as it
hosts the Rohingya as well as providing assistance
to vulnerable communities in Myanmar to help
address factors that could drive further movements into Bangladesh.
Q 5. Would you please provide us in detail what
you have extended your assistance for the Rohingya refugees?

Since August 2017, Australia has provided almost
$350 million in humanitarian assistance to meet
the basic needs of both Rohingya and host communities in Cox’s Bazar. We have provided over
$75 million this year and work closely with the
Bangladesh government and UN and NGO partners to deliver this assistance, which includes provision of nutrition, education, protection, and
water, sanitation and hygiene services. Australia’s
contributions have a special focus on addressing
the needs of the most vulnerable, including
women and girls and people living with disabilities,
as well as equipping our partners and the communities they serve to prevent, prepare for and respond to crises, including COVID-19, fires and
floods. We are particularly concerned to ensure
that the Rohingya people currently in the camps
are equipped appropriately so that when, eventu-

ally, they are able to return home, they’re properly
prepared — socially, educationally and vocationally
— to do so.
Q 6. Do you have any message on the celebration of 50 years of Australia-Bangladesh diplomatic relations in 2022?

Australia was proud to celebrate 50 years of diplomatic relations on 31 January this year. Peopleto-people links have always been the foundation
of the relationship between Bangladesh and Australia and people of Bangladeshi origin make up
an increasingly important and valued part of Australia’s diverse society. To this day relations between our two nations remain warm and
mutually beneficial. Australia will remain a
staunch partner for Bangladesh into the future,
in business and trade, education, culture, in regional and multilateral fora and sustainable development. I look forward to increasing trade
and investment links between our two countries.
I also want to recall the contribution of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for his role in
founding this great nation and commend his farsighted vision to build a golden Bangladesh. The
friendship between the people of Bangladesh and
Australia is deep and longstanding.
Q 7. How do you feel in Dhaka?

Bangladesh is a significant country in our region,
full of energy, with a huge, aspirational population and an increasingly influential voice. Since
my arrival in Bangladesh, Bangladesh’s diverse
communities and fascinating history have made
a deep impression on me. I hope I will continue
to improve my understanding of this beautiful
country and its rich history and culture, and
meet people throughout the country, from all
walks of life. g
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‘We live in the most consequential
region on earth at the most
consequential time’: General
Charles A. Flynn
Recently, top military leaders from 24 different
countries gathered in Dhaka under the sponsorship of the US and Bangla-desh armies to discuss
ways to advance friendship, understanding, and
peace in the crucial Indo-pacific region.

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressed the event as chief guest while Bangladesh
army chief General Shafiuddin Ahmed and General Charles A. Flynn of the US army addressed the
seminar.

With just nine nations, the IPAMS was established in 1977. Honolulu, Hawaii hosted the first
conference. For the third time, Bangladesh served
as cohost of the seminar. In 1993 and 2014,
Bangladesh shared the hosting duties.

The Security World is the only publication to
which General Charles A. Flynn has supplied
his written address.
The speech he gave is as follows:

[Aloha! E komo mai!]

Welcome to the 46th Indo-Pacific Armies Management Seminar! Thank you all for making the
time to be at this important event!

Thank you to the Bangladesh Army, and to GEN
Shafiuddin for the warm reception in your beautiful country.

General Charles A. Flynn

I’m very excited to be back in Bangladesh. In
2014, I was here as a delegate to this conference
and I was the one to catch the chicken – I challenge all of you here to do the same this week!

This event, IPAMS, coupled with IPACC, is the
largest land forces seminar in the Indo-Pacific region. It is our opportunity to exchange views and
ideas, develop the relationships between our nations, and strengthen our existing bonds.
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USARPAC Commanding General Charles A. Flynn and Bangladesh Chief of Army Gen. SM Shafiuddin Ahmed present a ceremonial
plaque at the conclusion of the 2022 IPAMS conference. (Photo Credit: U.S. Army photo by Spc. Darbi Colson)



The Theme for this year’s IPAMS is “Prospects there is immense competition for resources – the
and Challenges of Maintaining Peace and Stabil- water, energy, food and minerals to power factories
ity in the Indo-Pacific Region.”
and industry that drive our economies forward.

We are here today because this community of nations believe in the promise of peace and stability
but peace and stability only come when we have
security in our homelands.

The changing climate is raising sea levels and increasing the strength and frequency of storms.
Climate change is altering the way we plan for our
futures and how we live our daily lives.

Each of us here today have a responsibility – a There are numerous other challenges: violent exmandate from our governments – to defend our tremism, river damming, border disputes, and
homeland – to secure our nation’s sovereignty.
other security dilemmas from both inside and
That is what we all believe in – what we all pursue outside our nations that challenge the Sovereign
rights of all of our Sovereign nations.
Defending our national sovereignty.

We live in the most consequential region on earth It is through the people in this room, and the
Armies that you represent that we face those chalat the most consequential time in our history.
lenges. That is why landpower exists – to secure
The Indo-Pacific region is vast, collectively – we
borders, to protect our homelands.
represent over Billions of people. Billions of
people that represent vast potential for progress We are all here at this seminar because we believe in
and growth. Billions of People that need secu- increased cooperation, increased transparency, and
respect for the national sovereignty of other nations.
rity, that need protecting.
The challenge to secure our homelands isgreat – Increasing cooperation amongst nations, so that 
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we can build shared prosperity and achieve com- voice, a name to our counterparts across the region.
mon goals together.
It allows us to see and understand some of the
Increasing transparency so that intentions and ac- challenges we each face and work together to find
tions are well known, reduces tensions and bene- solutions. It allows for relationships and friendfits everyone.
ships to grow and for us all to continue to draw
Respecting the national sovereignty of all nations closer to one another.
– wherein nations acknowledge that the existing Because it is together that we face the challenges
international rules, agreements, and organiza- in front of us – it is together that we will continue
tions prevent using force to upend the peace and to solve the security challenges in this region – it
stability of this region.
is together that we will continue to maintain the
This community of nations believes in these peace and stability in this community of nations.
things – I know this because we’ve been practic- Thank you again to GEN Shafiuddin, to the
ing it for years.
Bangladesh Army here, and to you all for attending.

When disaster has struck, and it strikes in this region I’m very much looking forward to the rest of the
of the world more often than any other on earth, it program this week, visiting Cox’s Bazaar and
was the leaders in this room and the organizations deepening our friendships!
you represent that stepped up and assisted others.
Charles A. Flynn is a United States Army general
After natural disasters including earthquakes, cywho serves as commanding general of United
clones, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions it was the
States Army Pacific since June 4, 2021. He previarmies represented here that responded to help.
ously served as Deputy Chief of Staff for OperaWith security concerns from both within our bor- tions, Plans and Training (G3/5/ 7) of the Army
ders and from outside them, this region bands to- Staff from June 2019 to May 2021. He is the
gether and helps to restore order and balance, to younger brother of Lieutenant General Michael
preserve a Free and Open region.
T. Flynn, the 24th United States National SecuTime and time again, when our neighbors rity Advisor, and first to Donald Trump.
needed help, it was the Armies of the Region that Flynn was raised in Middletown, Rhode Island,
shouldered the burden. We do this for our neigh- and graduated from Middletown High School in
bors because we know, when it strikes our shores, 1981. Flynn received his commission via the
they will be there for us too.
Army Reserve Officers' Training Corps at the
That is what makes Landpower different. Land- University of Rhode Island in 1985. He earned a
power is special – its the force that binds together Bachelor of Science in Marketing from the Unithe region’s security architecture. The relation- versity of Rhode Island in 1985.
ships we build when working together on the
Flynn received a Master of Arts in National Security
ground in training, in exercises, in exchanges, in
and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College
conferences like this one, grows the bondsbein 1997 and a Master of Science in Joint Campaign
tween our nations.
Planning and Strategy from the Joint Advanced
Those bonds are how we know that our partners Warfighting School within the Joint Forces Staff
will be there when we need them – they are vital College of National Defense University.
to ensuring that we all continue to benefit from a
Free and Open international system in this region.
The Security World is the only publication to whom USThat is why events like this one are so critical. It al- ARPAC Commanding general Charles A. Flynn has prolows us to understand one another – to put a face, a vided his written address.
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NON-TRADITIONAL
SECURITY THREATS IN
THE INDO-PACIFIC

Air Vice Marshal Mahmud Hussain (Retd)
In the post-Cold
War era, when the
world is shifting
from a unipolar to
multipolar world
order, the concept
of security is becoming more and
more nebulous.
The complexity of
the idea defers us
to constantly subject it to a process of iterative exercise. The expansion of the concept, in recent times, has pitted
the resolve of liberal world order against the backdrop of realpolitik. Great powers are now more interested in striking up regional cooperation with
states for economic, trade and security cooperation that addresses the well-being of common
people. This is particularly true for regions with
plenty of resources having multiple conflicting interests from state and non-state actors.

to non-traditional security challenges. Third, it
has a geographical dimension.

First, about security threats. Security threats are
facts or experiences that cause damage or pose
danger to human existence.

Second, conceptually, security threats are divided
into two categories; traditional security threats
and non-traditional security threats. Traditional
security threats are essentially related to external
military threats that seek to undermine the security of the sovereign state and its territorial integrity. Non-traditional security threats (NTS) on
the other hand, are based on threats to the survival and well-being of people and states that arise
primarily out of non-military sources, such as energy, natural disasters, infectious diseases, mass
migration, human and drug trafficking etc. They
are transnational in nature with regard to their
origins and effects.

Third, what we mean by the term “Indo-Pacific”.
The term is also used to specify the region of
This article has three major components. First, it Indo-Pacific Asia. It is a vast region that is
is about security threats. Second, the threats relate bounded by the circle formed by the two oceans 
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— the Pacific and the Indian. The region consists
of 24 countries. That includes China and the
United States who have “veto” power in the
United Nations. There are four nuclear-powered
states with India and Pakistan being the neighbors. It is the home of world’s 60 percent population with 4.3 billion people that includes
China and India, the world’ two most populous
countries. It is also the home to the world’s
largest economies — the US, China, Japan — and
to some of the best performing and most dynamic markets — India, Indonesia and Thailand.
It makes up about 60 percent of global GDP and
60 percent of global maritime trade. Last but not
the least, two of the most sensitive and geostrategic choke points are precisely located in the
Indo-Pacific, namely, Bab-al-Mandab and the
Malacca Strait.

In recent times, Indo-Pacific has become the
flashpoint of Real Politik of great power rivalry.
Military drills by China and the US protégé, Taiwan may have a far-reaching impact on facing the
challenges of non-traditional security threats in
the region. If that happens, it will severely undermine the efforts of the states to come together to
fight the non-traditional security challenges that
so severely prevent the well-being of the common
people. In my article, I will primarily highlight the
areas that are of immediate concern to security
problematique, namely, resource scarcity, environmental degradation and bio-diversity, transnational crime, human and drug trafficking, health
security and pandemics, illegal unreported and
unregulated fishing, food and energy security. Let
us start with energy security which is at the top of
global security agenda these days.

For a sustainable
Indo-Pacific, countries need regular and
continuous flow of
energy resources. AsiaPacific, consisting of
Asian states, is a subset of Indo-Pacific region. This sub-set
region
consumes
more than 36 percent
of what North America consumes of energy. The region’s
Figure 1: Indo-Pacific Region, note comprises the whole of Asia, part of Australia growing energy needs
and Africa, and the two great oceans, the Indian and the Pacific)
have led to new strategic relations with
Since the late 2010s, the term “Indo-Pacific” has other parts of the world, especially the Middle
been frequently introduced into geo-politics. It East, and have raised serious questions about enalso has a “security link” with the latest Quadri- ergy security. Some of the security related queslateral Security Dialogue (QUAD), a grouping be- tions are: first, do energy needs pose new
tween India, Australia, Japan and the United challenges to Indo-Pacific security? second, are the
States. The concept of QUAD may change the supply chains through the choke points safe for
mental map of the Indo-Pacific in strategic sense. continuous flow of oil and gas in the event of
However, that is for future to tell.
major war; and third, the most important, how 
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food insecurity in the coming future. This means
that more people will suffer from hunger, reduced
productivity, undernourishment, young age ailments, and pressures of migration. One of the
most affected is Bangladesh, with a quarter of the
population experiencing food insecurity. Population
factors, geography of watercourses and low
However, the effect of energy due to RussiaUkraine war has not been the same for Indo-Pa- elevation makes addressing Bangladesh’s food secific and Europe. Europe has been badly hit for curity problematic, as food cultivation and distriits dependence of gas on Russia. But in case of bution is impacted by natural disaster
disruptions.
Indo-Pacific, energy per se has not been so much
of a disaster. However, the conflict brings to the Food prices are among the most important indifore few facts that are significant for the states in cators of what is happening to individual housethe region, such as: there is a changing pattern in hold’s economic security. High price levels affect
trade coupled with innovative financial transac- households’ ability to purchase food as well as the
tion; there is a greater reliance on the Middle East incomes of farmers. When food prices rise, net
oil; there is also, a greater reliance on open access sellers of food gain, but when food prices decline,
to sea-lanes, and shifting strategic relationships net buyers of food gain. In the Indo-Pacific, net
that need resolution, such as conflicts in and buyers – such as small farmers, those with nonaround South and East China Sea, and freedom farm employment and landless labourers – outof navigation in the seas which are vital for na- number net sellers (who tend to be large farmers
tional security among the states. All these have an with a surplus to sell), even in rural areas. When
impact on the region’s energy security. But the food prices rise, everyone notices. When famine
most important lesson is that Indo-Pacific states happens, everyone notices. About 40 percent of
face the common challenge of external reliance the region’s inhabitants cannot afford a healthy
on energy supplies, and therefore, it also promises diet. There is a strong co-relation between human
potentials for the states to cooperate by stressing security and loss of purchasing power of food
commodities.
its extra-regional exogenous character.
According to the United Nations, the region will
Food insecurity is one of the most significant
be home to nearly 5 billion people by 2050,
challenges of the Indo-Pacific region. While it
meaning more people will be at risk of food insedoes not get the same attention as other regional
curity. When considered with climate change, unsecurity issues such as the South China Sea, or
warranted cross-border migration, and the
China-Taiwan conflict, the current state of food
region’s growing population, food insecurity can
insecurity is grim. The Asia and the Pacific
prove to be the region’s most pressing challenge.
Overview of Food Security and Nutrition estimate that 945 million people in the region have The Indo-Pacific is one of the most disaster-prone
experienced moderate or severe food insecurity regions. Maplecroft’s ‘Climate-Change Vulnerain 2019, due to limited food availability or insuf- bility Index 2011’, calculated the vulnerability of
ficient means to access food. Compounded by the 170 countries due to climate change till 2040. Of
COVID-19 pandemic, the impacts of climate the 16 countries rated as “extreme risk”, 9 are
change and the Russia-Ukraine War, a growing from the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). In order
population in the Indo-Pacific will be affected by of risk hierarchy, they are: Bangladesh (1); India 
damaging will energy be as a source of tension between states. The Russia-Ukraine War has acted
as a catalyst to the energy crisis. So, both China
and India have turned toward Russia for oil and
fuel supply, thereby demonstrating two powerful
states’ difficulties in taking sides with the West.
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(2); Madagascar (4); Mozambique (5);
Afghanistan (8); Myanmar (10); Ethiopia (11);
Thailand (14); and Pakistan (16). In 2020, Cyclone Amphan led to the displacement of nearly
5 million people across Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, and Bhutan. Just like in South Asia, the
countries of Southeast Asia are also experiencing
the various threats related to climate change. The
United Nations predicts that the risk of floods
and droughts will increase for Southeast Asia in
the next ten years, leading to economic losses
worth 3 percent of GDP for the Philippines, 2
percent for Laos, and over 1 percent for Cambodia. Small island countries of the Pacific Oceania
are equally subjected to sea-level rise due to global
warming, though greenhouse gas emissions from
them is low. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) predicts that sea-level rise
would have calamitous effects in low lying areas
of the region. The glacial melting in the Himalayas can cause serious damage to the plains of
the lower riparian states, such as Bangladesh. In
a 2018 report, the World Bank predicted that
over 140 million people will be migrating from
their own countries by 2050 due to climate
change. Climate change-induced migration has
deleterious effects on human tension, access to
health care, education and entitlement to livelihood. Bangladesh, for example, has become a vulnerable
spot
for
this
phenomenon.
Compounding the climate insecurity for
Bangladesh is the influx of 1 million displaced
Rohingyas from Myanmar.

Indo-Pacific is the scene of irregular migration. Irregular migration includes both migrant smuggling and trafficking in persons. Human
trafficking is of particular concern as the region
ranks number one in illegal smuggling of persons.
Southeast Asia has been identified as a major
source of trafficking.

The other issue of concern is refugees and asylum
seekers. Australia is the destination of choice for

asylum seekers. The Rohingya have been termed
as the most persecuted community. Five years
have passed since the last influx of Rohingya
refugees in Bangladesh. Their fate seems to have
been overshadowed by COVID -19 for the last
two years, and now by the Russia-Ukraine War.
But Bangladesh continues to remain under its security implications. Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) has published a report named
“Forcibly Displaced Myanmar National (Rohingya) in Bangladesh: Governance Challenges
and Way Out”. The report says that Bangladesh
faces long budgetary constraints, and security
challenges because of the protracted stay of Rohingya. The TIB Chief (2019) draws our attention
to the dangers of emerging radicalism as the individuals who face brutality are likely to be the
target for recruitment by the radical groups.

In recent years, Asia Pacific has been the source
of spreading of pandemics, such as SARs and
COVID-19. Post-COVID assessment has shown
multi-dimensional negative impacts on social,
economic and food security at local state and
trans-border regional levels. Due to COVID-19,
the fight to achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of defeating poverty (SDG
1) and hunger (SDG 2) has been set back. Two
years ago, in December 2019, when we first
heard of the COVID-19 pandemic, no one
would ever imagine how radically it could change
our lives.

In Indo-Pacific, there seems to be a symbiotic relationship between human trafficking and drug
trafficking. Both fetch huge sums of money by illegal transnational crime. The illicit trade of men
and drug leads to illegal arms trade. The region
hosts both the “Golden Crescent” and “Golden
Triangle”, two global hubs of narcotics business.
The favored narcotics route is overland from
Myanmar to Bangladesh to India to Pakistan to
Afghanistan to Central Asia to Russia to Europe,
a mind-boggling exercise in heroic adventurism. 
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South Asia and the Gulf in the past were integral billion annually in economic loss due to IUU
to cannabis trade.
fishing. In 2020, the US Coast Guard said that
illegal fishing had replaced
piracy as a global maritime
threat. In the Indo-Pacific
region, like elsewhere, the
collapse of fisheries can
destabilize coastal nations
and pose a much bigger security risk, as it can fuel
human trafficking, drug
crime and terror recruiting.
The Bay of Bengal is a hot
spot for illegal, unregulated and unreported
(IUU) fishing.

Figure 2: Drug Trafficking Route
More than half the world’s Muslims live in the
Indo-Pacific region. Dealing with radical fundamentalism of any religion or a particular state’s
anti-religious policies will pose a transnational security challenge for the region. Threat posed to
religious minorities, if not fully recognized and
addressed by states will undermine the capacity
to build institutions and good governance needed
for promotion of democracy.

Illegal unreported and unregulated, in short IUU
fishing is a threat to our economic security and
the natural resources that are critical to global
food security, ocean ecosystems and sustainable
fisheries. Globally, fish provide about 3.3 billion
people with 20% of their animal protein intake.
Around 60 million people are engaged in fishing
activities globally. Estimates put around USD 20

The Asia-Pacific region is
biologically diverse. It has
17 of the 36 global biodiversity hotspots, and 7 of
the world’s 17 megadiverse
countries are found in the
region. It has the highest
marine diversity in the
world, the longest and most diverse coral reefs,
more than half of the world’s mangrove forests
and the highest seagrass diversity. However,
rapid economic growth, increasing population
and its consumption, environmental pollution,
high growth of urbanization, agricultural depletion and invasive alien species have caused extensive bio-diversity loss and ecosystem
degradation. For example, between 2000 and
2015, approximately 135,333 km2 of natural forest was lost which is 10.6 percent of the world’s
total natural forest loss; about 80 percent of the
region’s coral reefs are currently at risk. The region, especially East Asia, the Pacific and South
Asia, witnessed the sharpest increase in premature deaths as a result of ambient air pollution
between 1990 and 2015. China, for example,
contributes 1.2 to 2 million deaths per year 
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owing to a high rate of industrialization and high dependency fossil fuels. While
Indo-Pacific is highly impacted by climate change, the
region is also key to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions
that cause global warming.

One or two words about
Indo-Pacific
Economic
Framework, in short IPEF,
would be useful at this stage.
The framework is critical to
advancing partnership in
areas that directly or indirectly address non-traditional
security concerns of the participating countries, such as,
trade, digital economy and
technology, supply chain resiliency, de-carbonization and clean energy, infra-structure
building, workers standards, taxation, investment screening and anti-corruption. Except
Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar, other Southeast
Asian nations are a part of the IPEF. The framework includes US treaty allies such as Japan, the
Republic of Korea, Australia and New Zealand.
But the US may also consider to include other
South Asian countries besides India, such as
Bangladesh or Sri Lanka.

non-traditional security challenges are not statecentric, they can easily be manipulated as tools of
political advantage by great power politics. Small
states need to be cautious on making alliances
that are not inclusive. The exclusionary principle
in forming groups to address non-traditional security threats can easily be manipulated for strategic interests of the stronger, thereby foiling the
objective of combatting human calamity. In truth,
challenging non-traditional security threats do
not need military prowess, it needs compassion
and understanding of other’s pain. States located
Thus, we see that non-traditional security threats in Indo-Pacific, bestraddling the two great oceans
address the issues of security threats differently of the world, can ignore this truism only at their
from traditional military threats. They are not im- own peril.
mediate threats to national security as traditional
military security threats are. But they have longterm consequences in energy concerns, environ- Air Vice Marshal Mahmud Hussain is a retired
mental sector, health issues, food autarky, air force officer. He served as High Commissioner of
migration problem, economic progress plus sus- Bangladesh to Brunei Darussalam from November
tainability of democracy. The list of challenges is 2016 to September 2020. He served as the Chairman,
long. They can be, summed up, in one word Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB).
Presently, he is working as the Distinguished Expert at
under the rubric of “Human Security”.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Aviation and
I would like to conclude by stressing that though Aerospace University (BSMRAAU).
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Ambitious generals,
illegitimate power and
upended politics
Syed Badrul Ahsan
President Obama’s
decision
some
years ago to sack
General Stanley
McChrystal
reflected the triumph
of
democratic government over those
who would undermine it or make a
travesty of it. And
that is the beauty of democracy. In the early 1950s,
Harry Truman did a similar thing when he dismissed Douglas MacArthur and ordered him to return to Washington. In the Far East, a disbelieving
MacArthur told his soldiers, ‘I shall return.’ He
then went home to a hero’s welcome. But he never
made it back to his men.

sometimes out of town. In October 1999, Pakistan’s Nawaz Sharif issued orders of dismissal
against General Pervez Musharraf, whose plain
villainy in Kargil had nearly caused a new war between Islamabad and Delhi. In the event, it was
Musharraf who came down from the skies (he was
on a flight home from Colombo) and sent Sharif
packing.

In this month of October, it is well to remember
how Pakistan’s President Iskandar Mirza and
army chief General Ayub Khan clamped martial
law on the country in 1958, thus inaugurating a
trend that would have grave ramifications in both
Pakistan and Bangladesh. It was a move which
disrupted politics, led to the rise and growth of
bureaucratic governance and hugely undermined
prospects of democratic rule. Mirza was removed
a mere twenty days later by an overly ambitious
Ayub, who would go on exercising dictatorial fiat
In a democracy, in proper governance, it is the for over a decade until he was forced from power
primacy of civilian elected government that mat- by a mass upsurge.
ters. But then there are too the pseudo-democra- It is typical Third World politics, you might be
cies where all too often it is the generals who tempted to suggest. Perhaps you would be right.
cheerfully chase elected leaders out of power and In Bangladesh, President Abdus Sattar was on the 
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General Ayub Khan

General Ziaur Rahman



Ziaul Haque

General Hussein Muhammad Ershad

verge of dismissing General Ershad from his job
as army chief in 1982. The ultimate deed could
not be done because some smart bureaucrat (read
that as ‘mole’) at Bangabhaban alerted the general to the imminent presidential move. It was
then Ershad who turfed out the elected Sattar in
a coup that was to leave Bangladesh even more
wounded than before.

General Pervez Musharraf

General Aslam Beg

a country, its own, to occupy at regular intervals.
General Ayub Khan first had the seeds of illegitimate ambition blossom in his dark soul in 1954.

Four years later he was Pakistan’s first military
ruler and most of the country’s politicians were
in prison. In 1976, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, looking
for a pliant officer to appoint as army chief, promoted Ziaul Haque over six other generals. An
initially sycophantic Zia soon found it opportune
to oust Bhutto in a coup in July 1977. By April
1979, he had Bhutto sent to the gallows.

Contrast all that with India. It remains a tribute
to Indian democracy that no soldier has ever attempted a military takeover in the country. When
after the Bangladesh war, Field Marshal S.H.F.J.
Manekshaw suggested rather flippantly in a newspaper interview that he could have seized power
any time he wanted, virtually the whole of India
President Abdur Rahman Biswas, when it came came down on him in justified fury. Manekshaw
his turn to deal with a belligerent general in 1996, was left humbled. But that is not what you see in
was not willing to take any chances. He ordered Myanmar, yesterday’s Burma.
the dismissal of General Mohammad Nasim. General Ne Win overthrew the civilian governAnd that was in 1996, only days before the gen- ment of U Nu in 1962. And since that moment,
eral elections that brought the Awami League to Myanmar’s army has treated the country’s politipower after a long gap of twenty-one years.
cians with scant respect and absolute disdain, de-

When you speak of the fraught, sometimes bizarre,
relations politicians and generals have enjoyed with
one another, you tend to go back to Pakistan.
There are countries that have armies. The queer
fact about Pakistan is that its army has always had

spite giving space to Aung San Suu Kyi, who
should anyway have become the nation’s elected
leader after the elections of 1990. She is now once
again a prisoner of a new regime determined to
keep democracy on the run.
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There are, yes, times when bad politicians only
make their cases worse when they treat their generals badly. Sri Lanka’s Mahinda Rajapaksa and
Sarath Fonseka together engineered a decisive victory against the Tamil Tigers in 2009 before they
fell out with each other. Fonseka lost the presidential election to Rajapaksa, who then lost little
time in packing the general off to prison on dubious charges.

It was almost the same with General Aslam Beg
when Benazir Bhutto won the 1988 post-Zia elections in Pakistan. He would, in tandem with President Ghulam Ishaq Khan, not let Bhutto take
charge. By the time he relented, ZA Bhutto’s
daughter had been dumped with so many terms
and conditions by the army that hers turned out
to be an emasculated administration from day
one. She was dismissed in 1990.

Any study of power politics can be an enlightening intellectual exercise. You think of Marshal
Zhukov and his achievements in the Second
World War. But by the end of the 1950s, Nikita
Khrushchev would sack him and so silence him
for good, metaphorically speaking. For his part,
Adolf Hitler could not stomach Erwin Rommel’s
battlefield misfortunes. He provoked the field
marshal into taking his own life.

And that is also what people say happened to
Egypt’s Field Marshal Abdel Hakim Amer in
1967. The rout of Egyptian, Jordanian and Syrian
forces by Israel in the Six-Day War in was to lead
to calamity for him. He committed suicide.

Turkey’s generals were, until the arrival of Recep
Tayyep Erdogan, by and large been a headache
for the country’s civilian governments. In Chile,
the military led by Augusto Pinochet Ugarte
murdered President Salvador Allende in September 1973 and then presided over a long reign
of terror. General Suharto, through conspiracy
with foreign powers in 1965, undermined
President Sukarno’s government in Indonesia
and then supervised the killing of a million

Indonesians known to be supporters of the
Partai Komunis Indonesia (PKI).

But generals have sometimes saved democracy
from rapacious elected leaders. Had Fidel Ramos
not thrown his weight behind the upsurge against
Ferdinand Marcos in 1986, the story of the Philippines would have turned into an incongruity. Conversely, had Konstantine Karamanlis not gone back
home to Greece in 1974, the band of colonels who
had seized the state in 1967 might have gone on
and on and on. In 1991, the generals of the Soviet
army would not support the Gennady Yanaev-led
gang in its bid to overthrow Mikhail Gorbachev,
who returned to power within days.
Ambitious military officers have overthrown civilian governments in Brazil and Argentina and elsewhere in South America. They have seized power
in Nigeria and a clutch of other countries in Africa.
The history of power grabs by generals in Thailand
is a matter of record. South Korea suffered under
the dictatorship of Park Chung-hee for years.

Journeying back to our studies of ambitious generals in Pakistan and Bangladesh, it is interesting
to recall their attempts to legitimize their hold on
power through giving themselves civilian cloaks
in politics.

Ayub Khan, following the withdrawal of martial
law in 1962, imposed his own queer constitution
—- queer because it envisaged the election of the
country’s President and the members of the national and provincial assemblies by 80,000
elected individuals known as Basic Democrats —
- sliced away a faction of the Muslim League and
tried giving the impression that Pakistan finally
had democracy.

For good measure, he appointed his Foreign Minister Z.A. Bhutto as the secretary general of the
party. Three years later, Bhutto would desert him
and form his Pakistan People’s Party. In the presidential election of January 1965, Ayub had the
presidential election stolen from Fatima Jinnah. 
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Ayub Khan’s methods were replicated in
Bangladesh by General Ziaur Rahman who, having seized power in November 1975, went on to
give shape to the Bangladesh Nationalist Party in
September 1978. As had been the case with
Ayub’s Convention Muslim League, to which
droves of politicians from other parties went in
their narrow interest, politicians from the Left
and Right in Bangladesh joined the BNP, thereby
giving Zia the ‘legitimacy’ he needed.

party, the Awami League, arresting Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and inaugurating a
genocide which left as many as three million Bengalis dead in occupied Bangladesh.

Yahya Khan was to preside over Pakistan’s military
defeat in Bangladesh in December 1971. Six years
later General Ziaul Haq commandeered Pakistan
again. He engineered political negativism in Pakistan in his eleven-year rule by decreeing non-party
elections, which system was to be cast aside once
General Hussein Muhammad Ershad then fol- he died in a plane crash in August 1988.
lowed the Ayub and Zia examples by forming the General Pervez Musharraf ruled Pakistan in his
Jatiyo Party after he ousted the elected Sattar gov- role as army chief, but after he quit office in 2008
ernment in March 1982. In all three instances — he formed his faction of the Muslim League. It
- Ayub, Zia and Ershad —- normal politics was made little headway. Musharraf is these days in
stood on its head and democracy was pushed into exile in Dubai, a fugitive from justice.
a state of the comatose.
Power, we have learnt at different points in hisIn Pakistan, the Yahya Khan regime, having taken tory, tempts people as nothing else does. When
over from Ayub Khan in March 1969, did not go it is seized through illegitimate means, nations
for the creation of its own political party. It pay a price. They are left badly wounded.
presided over the country’s very first general elections in December 1970 but then swiftly went into Syed Badrul Ahsan is an independent journalist.
the odious task of repudiating the results of the His works include biographies of Bangabandhu Sheikh
election in March 1971 by outlawing the majority Mujibur Rahman and Tajuddin Ahmad.
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Apparel Diplomacy Continues
to Unlock Potential
Faruque Hassan
Business models and
trends followed four
decades ago are obviously not the same as
they are seen in present time. As business
dynamics have been
changing over times,
companies too are
adapting to newer
landscape in order to
sustain in the competition. If we look at the eventful
journey of our RMG industry, we see the sector has
gone through myriad challenges and gained strengths
and experience while addressing them. Having secured the glorious position as the second largest apparel exporter in the world, Bangladesh’s apparel is
now at crossroads – enormous opportunities at one
side and a lot of challenges on the other side. While
the industry is putting efforts to scale up its capabilities to take up the future challenges, the need for apparel diplomacy is being felt more than ever to unlock
our potential, especially at a time when Bangladesh is
on the track of graduating from the LDC category
which will led changes tariff regime in our exports. In
such context, we have to continue our apparel diplomacy so that we can ensure favorable access to our export markets in the post-LDC era.

As part of our efforts to promote the RMG industry
and realize untapped potential, I along with Board

members of the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA) have recently
visited Germany and met with high officials of Germany’s Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action and the Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development. Germany is the single
biggest export destination for Bangladeshi apparel
with more than USD 5 billion of exports last year.
The delegation, which was accompanied by Ambassador of Bangladesh to Germany Md. Mosharraf Hossain Bhuiyan, ndc and Md. Saiful Islam, Commercial
Counsellor of Bangladesh Embassy in Berlin, included BGMEA Vice President Miran Ali, Directors
Barrister Vidiya Amrit Khan, Neela Hosna Ara and
Chair of BGMEA Standing Committee on Foreign
Mission Cell Shams Mahmud. We held a meeting
with Dominik Schnichels, Director General of the
Trade Department at the German Federal Ministry of
Economics and Climate Change, in Germany on June
2. We had discussed the issue of LDC graduation, its
implications on the economy of Bangladesh and preparedness to continue journey forward in the postLDC era. We also talked about the future priorities
of the industry to retain its export competitiveness in
the global market in the post-LDC era. We apprised
Dominik Schnichels of the RMG industry’s paradigm
shift in the area of workplace safety and impressive
strides in environmental sustainability. BGMEA has
pledged to “Green Button Initiative” of the German

government.
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BGMEA delegation led by President Faruque Hassan met with Director-General of ILO.


The “Green Button” initiative is the 1st ever stateowned global seal on environmental sustainability. It
looks into all aspects of sustainability of the apparel
product. We also briefed him about how the apparel
industry of Bangladesh showed remarkable resilience
during the Covid-19 pandemic and turned around
from the fallout. The meeting concluded with a note
of optimism that German government’s friendly support for the betterment of Bangladesh RMG industry
will continue in the coming days. We also met with
Dr Bärbel Kofler, Parliamentary State Secretary to the
Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development in Berlin on June 3. We discussed possible
scope ways of expanding Bangladesh’s trade with Germany and further deepening the relationship between
the two countries.

We sought Germany’s support in the continuation of
duty-benefit for Bangladesh in the European Union
for 10 years after the graduation from LDC to facilitate smoother transition. The BGMEA delegation was
invited to take part in a textile round table on the road
to sustainability and transparent supply chain, organized by OAV – German Asia-Pacific Business Association, the German importers and the Embassy of
Bangladesh in Berlin and hosted by Wünsche Group.

In the event we have highlighted our industry’s
achievements in the areas of workplace safety, environmental sustainability and workers’ wellbeing and also
our future priorities in sustain the growth of the sector. Miran Ali, Vice President, BGMEA; Christian
Moritz, Managing Director of Fashion, Wunsche
Gruppe; Almut Roessner, Executive Board Member,
OAV; Dr. Michael Arretz, CEO, VFI; Christian Ewert,
Global Director, TEDD - Trusted Experts on Due
Diligence, and Md. Saiful Islam, Commercial Counselor, Embassy of Bangladesh in Berlin, also spoke at
the round table. We also visited the headquarters of
Miles, a leading German fashion company, in Hamburg. This was the first-ever visit by a delegation from
BGMEA to Miles, one of the largest importers of apparels from Bangladesh for the last 25 years. BGMEA
President Faruque Hassan requested Miles to
strengthen its partnership with their Bangladeshi suppliers in enhancing capabilities, particularly in manufacturing valued-added garments.

The BGMEA delegation paid a courtesy visit to
CEO of BESTSELLER Anders Holch Povlsen in
Copenhagen, Denmark. BESTSELLER is one of the
world’s largest fashion groups sourcing from
Bangladesh. The CEO of BESTSELLER expressed
hope that BESTSELLER would increase sourcing 
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garments from Bangladesh. We paid a courtesy
visit to Johan Sigsgaard,
Global Head of Ocean
Products - Senior Vice
President
and
Ms.
Camilla Jain Holtse,
Vice President, Head of
Public Policy & Regulatory Affairs at A.P.
Moller – Maersk, at the
headquarters of Maersk
in Copenhagen, Denmark. We called upon
Maersk to operate direct
shipping
from
Bangladesh on international routes, especially to Europe. Mohammad Bakhtiar Rana, Associate Professor of International Business and Strategy,
International Business Centre, Aalborg University,
Denmark hosted a networking dinner in honor of
the BGMEA delegation in Copenhagen. We discussed the “Circular Economy in Bangladesh’s Apparel Industry (CREATE)” project which will
provide us with research-based knowledge and policy
recommendations and strategies that BGMEA, the
government, and European brands can consider in
creating a green circular ecosystem in Bangladesh
which will be connected to global apparel value
chain, and eventually help us to closing the loop locally. We also met with thought leaders of Copenhagen Business School (CBS) including Gavin
Bridge, Professor, University of Durham, Gary Gereffi, Duke University (Visiting Professor of CBS),
Martin Skrydstrup, Associate Professor, Department
of Management, Society and Communication CBS,
Søren Jeppesen, Associate Professor at CBS, SMEs,
CSR, Entrepreneurship and Employment, Peter
Lund-Thomsen, Ph.D. Professor, Corporate Social
Responsibility/Sustainability in Developing Countries, CBS in Denmark. The Copenhagen Business
School in connection with an ongoing project on
global value chains and climate change organized

this joint dialogue to understand about status quo,
strategic plans and ongoing activities of the
Bangladesh apparel industry. We discussed the advancement of the industry in the area of sustainability in recent times.

Industry has recently been engaged in a number of
new (national-level and international-level) initiatives
including LEED factories, the international Sustainable Terms of Trade Initiative, RMG sustainability,
UN fashion industry charter for Climate Action. During our tour in Europe, we have had a meeting with
Guy Ryder, Director-General of the International
Labour Organization at the ILO headquarters in
Geneva on May 31 where we emphasized the need for
fair prices to make the apparel industry more sustainable, positively impacting the well-being of garment
workers. Production costs in garment manufacturing
have gone up due to increase in prices of yarn, chemicals and other raw materials in the global supply
chain and shipping charges, so it’s important that
prices offered by buyers should reflect the reality and
rationality. We are highly optimistic that our diplomatic efforts will help to strengthen engagement with
our stakeholders and unlock potential of the RMG
industry of Bangladesh.

Faruque Hassan is the President of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA).
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Last Part

The National Security Council is
Crucial for Secular Democracy
and Rule of Law
Dr. Jamaluddin Ahmed
Ending the tenure
of the Head of the
National Security
Council

4. The tenure of
the Head of the
National Security
Council will expire
under any one of
the following conditions:

An indictment against him/her has been filed for
a crime that the Attorney General feels that the
substance of which, its severity or its circumstance
preclude him/her from serving as Head of the
National Security Council.

The Deputy Head of the National Security
Council

5.(A) The Prime Minister, with the recommendation of the Head of the National Security Council
and with the Government’s approval, will appoint a Deputy Head of the National Security
He/she announced Council. This appointment will not be subject to
to the Government in writing the end of his/her tender in accordance with the appointments law.
tenure;
(B) A person is qualified to serve as Deputy Head
The Government decided, in accordance with the of the National Security Council if he/she is a citrecommendation of the Prime Minister, that izen and resident of Israel. In addition, the qualhe/she is unable to carry out his/her duties on a ifying conditions outlined in Articles 3(B)(2) to
regular basis;
(4) apply to candidates for the Deputy Head of
The Prime Minister informed the Head of the Na- the National Security Council, with the obligational Security Council that he/she has decided tory changes.
to cancel the appointment; such an announcement will be presented to the Government;

(C) The Deputy Head of the National Security
Council will be subordinate to the Head of the 
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National Security Council and will serve as garding foreign and security affairs. In addition,
his/her stand-in.
the Head of the National Security Council will
(D) The tenure of the Deputy Head of the Na- be regularly summoned to every discussion of the
tional Security Council will be five years and can Committee of Heads of the Secret Services.

be extended for additional periods, as long as the
tenure is no longer than ten years.

(E) The tenure of the Deputy Head of the National Security Council will expire under the conditions outlined in Article 4(1), (2) and (4), with
the obligatory changes. The tenure of the Deputy
Head of the National Security Council will expire
if the Prime Minister, with the recommendation
of the Head of the National Security Council, announces to him/her that the appointment is rescinded.

Other Position Holders in the Prime Minister’s
Office – Reciprocal Relations with the National
Security Council

8. *The Prime Minister will determine regulations
regarding the method of activity of the National
Security Council inside the Prime Minister’s Office, including on the matter of reciprocal relations between the Head of the National Security
Council and other position holders in the Prime
Minister’s Office. These regulations do not require publication on the record or any other public publication.

Summoning the Head of the National Security
Auxiliary Units
Council to Meetings
7. *The Head of the National Security Council 9. *(A) The National Security Council will be an
will be regularly summoned to every meeting of auxiliary unit in the Prime Minister’s Office.

the Government, the Ministerial Committee for (B) Despite the aforementioned in the appointNational Security Affairs and any other ministe- ments law, the Prime Minister may, after consultrial committee or composition of ministers re- ing with the Minister of Finance and 
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representatives of the Civil Service, determine
through regulations or rules instructions different
from those applicable in the Civil Service with regard to organizing and managing human resources in the National Security Council, subject
to instructions in the Budget Foundations Law
and instructions in the Annual Budget Law. Instructions hereby determined in the rules will be
brought to the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee for approval.

Budget

10. *The National Security Council’s annual
budget will be determined in a separate budget
clause in the Annual Budget Law. The person
charged with administering this budget clause,
with regard to the aforementioned law, will be the
Head of the National Security Council.

comes into effect will be considered from the day
this law takes effect and onward as the National
Security Council, as defined in Article 1, and it
will be granted all duties and authorities in accordance with this law. (B) Whoever served as the
acting Head of the National Security Council just
before this law takes effect will be considered the
Head of the National Security Council until the
Head of the National Security Council is appointed in accordance with the instructions in
Article 3.
The Beginning of the Beginning AI in the
Défense

We would like to emphasize a few areas where action is necessary because the stakes of the competition are so high: Small countries like Bangladesh
have not yet grappled with just how profoundly
the artificial intelligence (AI) revolution will imUpholding Previous Laws
pact our economy, national security, and welfare.
11. The instructions given in Articles 1 to 10 do Much remains to be learned about the power and
not in any way detract from the authority granted limits of AI technologies. Nevertheless, big decito another body according to law or from the au- sions need to be made now to accelerate AI innothority of the Mossad and from the authority of vation to benefit the United States and to defend
the Atomic Energy Committee according to law against the malign uses of AI.
or the administrative instruction.
Leadership
Implementation and Regulations
Ultimately, we have a duty to convince the leaders
12. The Prime Minister is in charge of implement- in the U.S. Government to make the hard deciing this law, and he/she may, with the approval sion and the down payment to win the AI era. In
of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Com- America, the buck stops with the President, and
mittee, institute regulations and rules, as neces- AI strategy starts in the White House. We built a
National Security Council to confront the chalsary, with regard to its implementation.
lenges of the post–World War II era. Now we
Amending the Basic Law: Government – No. 5
need to create a Technology Competitiveness
*In the Basic Law: Government, 2001, Article 7 Council to build a strategy that accounts for the
– is void
complex security, economic, and scientific challenges of AI and its associated technologies. That
Transitive Provision
leadership imperative extends into all critical na*(A) The previously established National Security tional security departments and agencies.
Advisory Team that operated as the National Security Council in accordance with the instruc- Talent
tions of Article 7 of the Basic Law: Government, The human talent deficit is the government’s
2001, in its formulation up to the date this law most conspicuous AI deficit and the single great- 
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est inhibitor to buying, building, and fielding AIenabled technologies for national security purposes. This is not a time to add a few new
positions in national security departments and
agencies for Silicon Valley technologists and call
it a day. We need to build entirely new talent
pipelines from scratch. We should establish a new
Digital Service Academy and civilian National Reserve to grow tech talent with the same seriousness of purpose that we grow military officers.
The digital age demands a digital corps. Just as
important, the United States needs to win the international talent competition by improving both
STEM education and our system for admitting
and retaining highly skilled immigrants.

Hardware

Microelectronics power all AI, and the United
States no longer manufactures the world’s most
sophisticated chips. We do not want to overstate
the precariousness of our position, but given that
the vast majority of cutting-edge chips are produced at a single plant separated by just 110 miles
of water from our principal strategic competitor,
we must reevaluate the meaning of supply chain
resilience and security. A recent chip shortage for
auto manufacturing cost an American car company an estimated $2.5 billion. A strategic blockage would cost far more and put our security at
risk. The federal investment and incentives
needed to revitalize domestic microchip fabrication—perhaps $35 billion— should be an easy decision when the alternative is relying on another
country to produce the engines that power the
machines that will shape the future.
Innovation Investment

We worry that only a few big companies and powerful states will have the resources to make the
biggest AI breakthroughs. Despite the diffusion of
open-source tools, the needs for computing power
and troves of data to improve algorithms are soaring at the cutting edge of innovation. The federal

government must partner with U.S. companies to
preserve American leadership and to support development of diverse AI applications that advance
the national interest in the broadest sense. If anything, this report underplays the investments
America will need to make. The $40 billion we
recommend to expand and democratize federal AI
research and development (R&D) is a modest
down payment on future breakthroughs. We will
also need to build secure digital infrastructure
across the nation, shared cloud computing access,
and smart cities to truly leverage AI for the benefit
of all Americans. We envision hundreds of billions in federal spending in the coming years.

When we started our journey two years ago, little
did we know what was in front of us. What we
encountered was willingness and hope among
many friends and allies to get our mission from
Congress right to maintain the United States’ advantage in artificial intelligence (AI). We enjoyed
support from U.S. Departments and Agencies.
Many of them loaned us resources, including detailing both civilian and military personnel, and
dedicated countless hours to help us understand
their missions and priorities. Members of Congress and congressional staff worked closely with
us to accelerate our government’s adoption of AI
for national security purposes. Over the course of
the Commission’s work, we engaged with hundreds of representatives from the private sector,
academia, civil society, and across the government. We received countless briefings—classified
and unclassified. We met with anyone who thinks
about AI, works with AI, and develops AI who
was willing to make time for us. We found consensus among nearly all of our partners on three
points: the conviction that AI is an enormously
powerful technology, acknowledgement of the urgency to invest more in AI innovation, and responsibility to develop and use AI guided by

democratic principles.
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Part I: Defending America in the AI Era

abled cyber defenses to protect against AI-enabled
AI-enhanced capabilities will be the tools of first cyber attacks. And biosecurity must become a topresort in a new era of conflict as strategic com- tier priority in national security policy.
petitors develop AI concepts and technologies for Manage risks associated with AI-enabled and aumilitary and other malign uses and cheap and tonomous weapons. AI will enable new levels of
commercially available AI applications ranging performance and autonomy for weapon systems.
from “deepfakes” to lethal drones become avail- But it also raises important legal, ethical, and
able to rogue states, terrorists, and criminals. The strategic questions surrounding the use of lethal
United States must prepare to defend against force. Provided their use is authorized by a
these threats by quickly and responsibly adopting human commander or operator, properly deAI for national security and defense purposes. De- signed and tested AI- enabled and autonomous
fending against AI-capable adversaries operating weapon systems can be used in ways that are conat machine speeds without employing AI is an in- sistent with international humanitarian law.
vitation to disaster. Human operators will not be DoD’s rigorous, existing weapons review and tarable to keep up with or defend against AI-enabled geting procedures, including its dedicated protocyber or disinformation attacks, drone swarms, or cols for autonomous weapon systems and
missile attacks without the assistance of AI-en- commitment to strong AI ethical principles, are
abled machines. National security professionals capable of ensuring that the United States will
must have access to the world’s best technology field safe and reliable AI-enabled and auto protect themselves, perform their missions, tonomous weapon systems and use them in a lawand defend us. The Commission recommends ful manner. While it is neither feasible nor
that the government take the following actions: currently in the interests of the United States to
pursue a global prohibition of AI-enabled and auDefend against emerging AI-enabled threats to
tonomous weapon systems, the global, unchecked
America’s free and open society. Digital dependuse of such systems could increase risks of uninence in all walks of life is transforming personal
tended conflict escalation and crisis instability.
and commercial vulnerabilities into potential naTo reduce the risks, the United States should (1)
tional security weaknesses. Adversaries are using
clearly and publicly affirm existing U.S. policy
AI systems to enhance disinformation campaigns
that only human beings can authorize employand cyber attacks. They are harvesting data on
ment of nuclear weapons and seek similar comAmericans to build profiles of their beliefs, behavmitments from Russia and China; (2) establish
iour, and biological makeup for tailored attempts
venues to discuss AI’s impact on crisis stability
to manipulate or coerce individuals. This gatherwith competitors; and (3) develop international
ing storm of foreign influence and interference restandards of practice for the development, testing,
quires organizational and policy reforms to bolster
and use of AI-enabled and autonomous weapon
our resilience. The government needs to stand up
systems.
a task force and 24/7 operations center to confront digital disinformation. It needs to better se- Transform national intelligence. The Intellicure its own databases and prioritize data security gence Community (IC) should adopt and intein foreign investment screening, supply chain risk grate AI-enabled capabilities across all aspects of
management, and national data protection legis- its work, from collection to analysis. Intelligence
lation. The government should leverage AI-en- will benefit from AI more than any other national 
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security mission. To capitalize on AI, the Office
of the Director of National Intelligence needs to
empower and resource its science and technology
leaders. The entire IC should leverage opensource and publicly available information in its
analysis and prioritize collection of scientific and
technical intelligence. For better insights, intelligence agencies will need to develop innovative approaches to human-machine teaming that use AI
to augment human judgment.

Scale up digital talent in government. National
security agencies need more digital experts now or
they will remain unprepared to buy, build, and use
AI and associated technologies. The talent deficit
in DoD and the IC represents the greatest impediment to being AI-ready by 2025. The government
needs new talent pipelines, including a U.S. Digital Service Academy to train current and future
employees. It needs a civilian National Digital Reserve Corps to recruit people with the right skills—
including industry experts, academics, and recent
college graduates. And it needs a Digital Corps,
modeled on the Army Medical Corps, to organize
technologists already serving in government.

Establish justified confidence in AI systems. If
AI systems routinely do not work as designed or
are unpredictable in ways that can have significant negative consequences, then leaders will not
adopt them, operators will not use them, Congress will not fund them, and the American people will not support them. To establish justified
confidence, the government should focus on ensuring that its AI systems are robust and reliable,
including through research and development
(R&D) investments in AI security and advancing
human-AI teaming through a sustained initiative
led by the national research labs. It should also
enhance DoD’s testing and evaluation capabilities as AI-enabled systems grow in number, scope,
and complexity. Senior-level responsible AI leads
should be appointed across the government to

improve executive leadership and policy oversight.

Present a democratic model of AI use for national security. AI tools are critical for U.S. intelligence, homeland security, and law enforcement
agencies. Public trust will hinge on justified assurance that government use of AI will respect privacy, civil liberties, and civil rights. The
government must earn that trust and ensure that
its use of AI tools is effective, legitimate, and lawful. This imperative calls for developing AI tools
to enhance oversight and auditing, increasing
public transparency about AI use, and building
AI systems that advance the goals of privacy
preservation and fairness. It also requires ensuring that those impacted by government actions
involving AI can seek redress and have due
process. The government should strengthen oversight and governance mechanisms and establish
a task force to assess evolving concerns about AI
and privacy, civil liberties, and civil rights.

Part II: Winning the Technology Competition.

The race to research, develop, and deploy AI and
associated technologies is intensifying the technology competition that underpins a wider strategic competition. China is organized, resourced,
and determined to win this contest. The United
States retains advantages in critical areas, but current trends are concerning. While a competitive
response is complicated by deep academic and
commercial interconnections, the United States
must do what it takes to retain its innovation
leadership and position in the world. The U.S.
government must embrace the AI competition
and organize to win it by orchestrating and aligning U.S. strengths.

Win the global talent competition. The United
States risks losing the global competition for
scarce AI expertise if it does not cultivate more
potential talent at home and recruit and retain
more existing talent from abroad. The United
States must move aggressively on both fronts.
Congress should pass a National Defense Educa- 
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tion Act II to address deficiencies across the
American educational system—from K-12 and job
reskilling to investing in thousands of undergraduate- and graduate-level fellowships in fields critical to the AI future. At the same time, Congress
should pursue a comprehensive immigration
strategy for highly skilled immigrants to encourage more AI talent to study, work, and remain in
the United States through new incentives and
visa, green card, and job-portability reforms.

ing the microelectronics industry, the United
States is now almost entirely reliant on foreign
sources for production of the cutting-edge semiconductors that power all the AI algorithms critical for
defense systems and everything else. Put simply:
the U.S. supply chain for advanced chips is at risk
without concerted government action. Rebuilding
domestic chip manufacturing will be expensive,
but the time to act is now. The United States
should commit to a strategy to stay at least two generations ahead of China in state-of-the-art microAccelerate AI innovation at home. The governelectronics and commit the funding and incentives
ment must make major new investments in AI
to maintain multiple sources of cutting-edge miR&D and establish a national AI research infracroelectronics fabrication in the United States.
structure that democratizes access to the resources
that fuel AI development across the nation. The Protect America’s technology advantages. As the
government should: (1) double non-defense fund- margin of U.S. technological advantage narrows
ing for AI R&D annually to reach $32 billion per and foreign efforts to acquire American know-how
year by 2026, establish a National Technology and dual-use technologies increase, the United
Foundation, and triple the number of National States must re-examine how to best protect ideas,
AI Research Institutes; (2) establish a National AI technology, and companies without unduly hinResearch Infrastructure composed of cloud com- dering innovation. The United States must:
puting resources, test beds, large-scale open training data, and an open knowledge network that First, modernize export controls and foreign inwill broaden access to AI and support experimen- vestment screening to better protect critical dualtation in new fields of science and engineering; use technologies—including by building
and (3) strengthen commercial competitiveness regulatory capacity and fully implementing recent
by creating markets for AI and by forming a net- legislative reforms, implementing coordinated export controls on advanced semiconductor manuwork of regional innovation clusters.
facturing equipment with allies, and expanding
Implement comprehensive intellectual property
disclosure requirements for investors from com(IP) policies and regimes. The United States must
recognize IP policy as a national security priority petitor nations. Second, protect the U.S. research
critical for preserving America’s leadership in AI enterprise as a national asset—by providing govand emerging technologies. This is especially im- ernment agencies, law enforcement, and research
portant in light of China’s efforts to leverage and institutions with tools and resources to conduct
exploit IP policies. The United States lacks the nuanced risk assessments and share information
comprehensive IP policies it needs for the AI era on specific threats and tactics, coordinating reand is hindered by legal uncertainties in current search protection efforts with allies and partners,
U.S. patent eligibility and patentability doctrine. bolstering cybersecurity support for research inThe U.S. government needs a plan to reform IP stitutions, and strengthening visa vetting to limit
policies and regimes in ways that are designed to problematic research collaborations.
further national security priorities.
Build a favourable international technology

Build a resilient domestic base for designing and order. The United States must work hand-infabricating microelectronics. After decades lead- hand with allies and partners to promote the use 

The Security World October 23, 2022 43


of emerging technologies to strengthen democratic norms and values, coordinate policies and
investments to advance global adoption of digital infrastructure and technologies, defend the
integrity of international technical standards, cooperate to advance AI innovation, and share
practices and resources to defend against malign
uses of technology and the influence of authoritarian states in democratic societies. The
United States should lead an Emerging Technology Coalition to achieve these goals and establish a Multilateral AI Research Institute to
enhance the United States’ position as a global
research hub for emerging technology. The Department of State should be reoriented, reorganized, and resourced to lead diplomacy in
emerging technologies.

Win the associated technologies competitions.
Leadership in AI is necessary but not sufficient
for overall U.S. technological leadership. AI sits
at the center of the constellation of emerging
technologies, enabling some and enabled by others. The United States must therefore develop a
single, authoritative list of the technologies that
will underpin national competitiveness in the
21st century and take bold action to catalyze U.S.
leadership in AI, microelectronics, biotechnology,
quantum computing, 5G, robotics and autonomous systems, additive manufacturing, and
energy storage technology. U.S. leadership across
these technologies requires investing in specific
platforms that will enable transformational breakthroughs and building vibrant domestic manufacturing ecosystems in each. At the same time, the
government will need to continuously identify
and prioritize emerging technologies farther over
the horizon.

working on the charting of modalities on legislation, administration, strategy-goal, and proposed
organisation structure and manpower and other
logistics including the Budget. The comparative
information of United Kingdom, United States,
India and Israel have been provided here to have
a background. All these information suggest that
there should be and Advisory Board to the
Bangladesh National Security Council- in the
form Think Tank to work as a Search Engine Performing Research Study on issues relevant to National Security. This group will pursue research
study based on priority agenda of Main Body of
National Security Council formed in line with
legislative procedure applying their respective expertise by using neutral thought process. This
advisory committee may be of 7 or 9 members in
combination of expertise with Defense, Foreign
Policy, Terrorism, Fundametalism, EconomicsTrade-Banking-Tax, Religious leaders, Political
Scientists-Sociologists, Psychologists, Legal Expert, and Information Technologist-Cyber Security Expert. This committee will prepare agenda
to continue research work based on short-term;
medium term and long-term projects. The advisory committee may hold monthly meeting and
after two months they will appraise the Chairman
of National Security Council at two months interval or based on the gravity of the emerging situation. Based on the justifiable ground, the
advisory committee may be allowed to outsource
the expertise. Specially, the recent rise of Taliban
in Afghanistan, Bangladesh with the legacy of Religious Fundamentalist Forces with Weaponry,
Capturing the Financial might is a great threat to
Secular Democracy.

Jamaluddin Ahmed PhD FCA is the General SecBangladesh National Security Council- Advisory retary of Bangladesh Economic Association, Former
member of Board of Directors of Bangladesh Bank, ForBoard
mer Chairman of the Board of Directors of Janata
GoB is in the process of executing a formal Na- Bank Limited and Former President of the Institute of
tional Security Council. The GoB machinery is Chartered Accountants of Bangladesh.
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An Interview on Viet Nam
election to the UNHCR with
Foreign Minister of Viet Nam
Question: What is the significance of Viet
Nam’s election to the United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC) for 2023-2025 at the
77th General Assembly in New York on 11 October 2022?

Answer: Along with security, peace and development, the promotion and protection of human
rights constitute one of the three main pillars underpinning the United Nations (UN). The
United Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) is the most important mechanism on
human rights within the UN system. It is a forum
for dialogue, cooperation and promotion of
human rights across countries in the world.

In Viet Nam, the Party and State consistently
identify the people as the center, the actor, the
most important resource, and the purpose of the
developmental process. This well-founded view
has been set out in detail in Viet Nam’s socio-economic development plans and strategies, and is
also institutionalized under the Constitution and
the law. Accordingly, human rights, and citizens’
political, civil, economic, cultural and social
rights are recognized, respected, protected and ensured pursuant to the Constitution and the law.
As an active and responsible member of the inter-

Foreign Minister Bui Thanh Son
national community, Viet Nam always seriously
and fully implements its international commitments on human rights, and makes all efforts to advance human rights domestically and
internationally. Viet Nam successfully fulfilled its
UNHRC membership for 2014-2016, and actively
promoted dialogue and cooperation in this process.
Such efforts left positive impressions and are highly

regarded by the international community.

The Security World October 23, 2022 45

Members of the Vietnamese delegation at the election to choose members of the U.N. Human Rights
Council in New York, October 11, 2022. Photo by Ministry of Foreign Affairs.


Viet Nam’s election to the UNHRC for 20232025 is of great importance in various ways.

First, it helps reaffirm Viet Nam’s sound and consistent position and policy on the special importance attached to the human factor and on how
best Viet Nam can harness the human element
in national development. This view holds that
economic growth must be closely linked with cultural and human development, and social
progress and justice must be upheld. It is also a
testament to Viet Nam’s immense achievements
so far in upholding the people’s right to mastery,
and our respect for, and protection and championing of human and civic rights according to the
Constitution and the law.

mental multilateral forums of strategic significance, as a channel to further enhance Viet
Nam’s global standing and prestige. Viet Nam’s
election to the UNHRC stands testimony to Viet
Nam’s tireless efforts in fulfilling its international
human rights commitments. More than that, it is
also a confirmation of the international community’s support, trust and expectation for Viet Nam
given Viet Nam’s important and responsible contributions to the advancement of human rights
worldwide.

This event is all the more significant as this year
marks the 45th anniversary of Viet Nam’s accession to the UN. This will be a great opportunity
for Viet Nam to continue contributing to the
common efforts of the UN and the international
Second, it contributes to the implementation of community in protecting and advancing the unithe foreign policy line set by the 13th National versal values of human rights, striving together for
Party Congress. The policy calls for the elevation peace, national independence, democracy, and
of multilateral diplomacy to a higher level, active development cooperation and social progress.
participation and proactive engagement at instru- Third, Viet Nam’s active participation in and 
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contributions to the UNHRC will broadcast a
strong message of a peace-loving Viet Nam that
champions humanistic and humanitarian values.
It will also be instrumental in helping Viet Nam’s
Ministries and agencies at all levels, its people and
international friends, gain a more complete, accurate and deeper understanding of Viet Nam’s
position, policy and achievements in the area of
human rights. In addition, it enables Viet Nam
to call on the support, advice, and experience
sharing from the UN and other international
partners in order to better uphold human rights,
civic rights, and the people’s right to mastery in
the new period of national development.

As a reliable partner, and an active and responsible member, Viet Nam will continue to work
closely with fellow member states and make substantial contributions to the common work of the
UNHRC. These include advancing dialogue and
international cooperation in the spirit of mutual
respect and understanding, and promoting
human rights taking into account the particular
conditions and legitimate needs and interests of
countries, especially developing countries.

We will join hands with other member states to
advance initiatives and solutions for the right to
live in peace, right to development, rights of vulIn summary, the fact that Viet Nam was elected nerable groups, gender equality, right to access to
for the second time to the UNHRC is the culmi- healthcare, education and employment, and renation of the efforts of the entire Party, people, sponse to climate change and epidemics, among
ministries and agencies at all levels, and the entire
many others. In its 2023-2025 term, Viet Nam
political system, in implementing the sound polwill perform its reporting obligation under the 4th
icy line and position of the Party and State for naCycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR),
tional
development
and
international
and other international conventions on promotintegration. This success is attributed to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the external relations or- ing civil and political rights, fighting discriminagans, other competent ministries and agencies. tion, and championing the rights of women and
Their thorough preparations, and effective advo- persons with disabilities.
cacy at different levels and through various chan- With the consensus and close coordination
nels, especially the high-level diplomatic channel within the entire political system under the leadand via the Vietnamese missions to the UN, have ership of the Party and the administration of the
made this success possible.
State, alongside the support of the international

community, Viet Nam will certainly fulfill its
Question: What are the directions and priorities
mandate at the UNHRC. We will work alongside
of Viet Nam in its upcoming term on the
the international community to build a world of
UNHRC?
peace, where all people, states and nations may
Answer: Viet Nam today enjoys a new national
posture and strength after thirty five years of Doi benefit from the fruits of development and social
Moi with sound policies and position, and expe- progress, and where no one is left behind.

rience accumulated since its previous terms as a
member of the UNSC and the UNHRC. This
lays a very important foundation for Viet Nam’s The Security World received the interview with the
confidence in performing its mandate at the Foreign Minister through the Vietnamese Embassy in
Dhaka.
UNHRC for 2023-2025.

Importance of Telemedicine
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Md. Abdur Razzaq

Telemedicine is the
delivery of healthcare services by all
healthcare professionals, where distance is a critical
factor, using the information
and
communication
technologies for exchanging ‘of valid
information for diagnosis, treatment and prevention of diseases including injuries, research and evaluation. This is
the continuing education of healthcare providers
for the interests of advancing the health of individuals and their communities.

l Thirdly, arrange the practice for medicine at
distance.

Objectives of Telemedicine

to enhance citizens‘ equality in the availability
of specialized medical services by bringing these
services to remote primary health care centers;
l

to promote the proficiency of physicians and
other health care personnel by means of teleconsultation and video conference based training;

l

l to reduce the waiting lists in specialized health
care, e.g. for glaucoma and retinopathy screening
and follow-up, and for initial and follow-up visits
in surgery;

l To save money; Some Examples of Telemedicine - Teleconsultation Teleconsultation connect
professionals to share data and obtain expert
Importance of Telemedicine
opinion e.g. teleradiology, video consultation.
Any
videoconferencing terminal must have a few
1. Through telemedicine patient can be examined, treated and monitored although patient basic components:
l a camera (to capture local video);
and doctor located in different places.
l a video display (to display remote video);
2. Patients data can be sent from a remote loca- l a microphone (to capture local audio);
tion and medical advice could be offered from a l and speakers (to play remote audio);
specific medical centre or from an expert.
l optionally a document camera (to capture doc3. Telemedicine ensures delivery of right medical ument images)
advice at the right time from the right place.
l in addition to these, a videoconferencing ter4. Telemedicine makes available the facilities not minal also includes a codec ("Compressor/DEavailable at local level and appropriate skills/tech- Compressor"), and a network connection (ISDN 
or IP).
nology.
5. This will save costs of the patients, service Telediagnosis
provider and the total system.
l to perform diagnosis remotely
Telemedicine Consists of Three Elements-

Firstly, it uses the information technology to
provide information for medical decision making;
l Secondly, it changes signals which could be
Bioengineering components;
l

patient-to-doctor connection (vs. doctor to doctor connection in teleconsultation)
l

l

mobile tele-medical unit
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can perform specialist care (central hospital stan- and implementadard) studies in health care centres using mobile tion
telemedical units. The results can be sent to e.g. How Can We Fix
central hospital, thus permitting telediagnosis.
This Problem?
Telemonitoring
l Standardization
It Monitor the patient remotely.
l

Can include alarm monitoring and security

can come by means
of market forces

Patients use wireless devices in their homes to l Industrial leadership - “the 400 kilo gorilla"
take daily vital signs measurements their weight, (e.g., the IBM PC)
heart rhythm, blood pressure, blood sugar and l Industrial —“evangelical leadership" (e.g.,
pulse. This information is automatically and se- Linux). Monopoly forces (e.g., Microsoft)
curely transmitted over phone lines to clinical-re- l Industry group driven (e.g., Teleradiology)
view software, which care managers can access via
l Enlightened cooperation among many competithe Web.
tors
Teladiagnosis
Benefits of increased Compliance for PharmaceuTeletreatment
tical Companies The advantages for a pharmaceuTreatment at a distance e.g. Telesurgery - Telecare- tical using telemedicine to target compliance are
provision - Store and Forward Central data stor- numerous. When focusing on long-term treatage for distributed consultancy example: database ments, the slightest increase in compliance has a
for dermatology (skin diseases). Database can be huge effect on total revenue on the patient being
accessed via dedicated software or web browser. in a program. Due to increased compliance sales
Images can be shared by large group of specialists. instantly increase as patients are continuously reminded to take their medication. A positive exBenefits by Using Telemedicine
perience is created when a patient upon diagnosis
l Improve the availability of health care services;
is enrolled in a program using telemedicine, bel Reduce travel and related expenses;
cause the company cares. This makes telemedil improve health care outcomes;
cine an instant marketing tool for the image of
With all this going for it, why is its widespread the drug and the pharmaceutical company.
use progressing so slowly. Why is this happening?
l Higher Sales dues to increased patient compliThe reasons areance;
l The “usual suspects”: Reimbursement issues
l Better service to his patients;
l Not always a factor
l Early recognition of exceptions or maltreatment,
l Could be largely solved in many cases by having reducing problems from wrong medication;
the true beneficiaries (patients) pay Law/licensure
l Feedback of results of medication of patients,
problems Generally a
like as when using telemedicine in trials.
non-issue in practice,
but a worry
Md. Abdur Razzaq, one of the distinguished business
l Poor physician ac- personalities and the Managing Director of JMI
ceptance May be true, GROUP. The JMI Group is one of the world renowned
but is this cause or af- and diversified global conglomerates of 32 companies
fect?
with more than 7,000 highly dedicated and educated
l Complex technology workforces particularly in the healthcare services.
l
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BRIEF NEWS

China Sees ‘Much Faster
Timeline’ on Taking
Taiwan, Blinken Warns

China’s stance has long been than it seeks “peaceful
reunification” with Taiwan but reserves the right to use
force if necessary, especially if the island ever formally
declares independence.
But the rhetoric and actions towards Taiwan have become more pronounced under Xi, China’s most assertive leader in a generation.
He has tied taking Taiwan to his landmark “great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation” and has previously
said the goal of reunification cannot continue to be
passed indefinitely from generation to generation.

Beijing wants to seize Taiwan “on a much faster timeline” than previously considered, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said Monday, warning that President Xi Jinping was leading China in a more aggressive
direction.
Xi is on the cusp of securing a third five-year term at
the helm of the world’s most populous nation, delivering a landmark Communist Party Congress speech on
Sunday (October 16) that hailed his decade in power
and restated his vow to one day “reunify,” or forcefully
take Taiwan.
“We’ve seen a very different China emerge in recent
years under Xi Jinping‘s leadership,” Blinken told a
forum at Stanford University with former secretary of
state Condoleezza Rice.
“It is more repressive at home; it’s more aggressive
abroad. And in many instances that poses a challenge
to our own interests as well as to our own values,” he
added.
Blinken accused Xi of “creating tremendous tension” by
changing the approach toward self-ruled Taiwan,
which China’s Communist Party has never controlled
but claims as its own.
He said China had made a “fundamental decision that
the status quo was no longer acceptable, and that Beijing was determined to pursue
reunification on a much faster timeline,” though he
gave no hard estimate or date.
Senior US military figures have previously sounded the
alarm that China has expanded its military forces to
the point where it could soon have the capability to
pull off an invasion of Taiwan.

In Sunday’s speech he repeated similar themes, saying
the “wheels of history are rolling on towards China’s
reunification” and that “we reserve the option of taking
all measures necessary.”
Shared Interests
Russia’s recent invasion of Ukraine, which China has
not condemned, has also raised fears that Beijing
might try something similar against Taiwan’s 23 million
people.
Ties between Washington and Beijing have been at a
decade-low ebb under both the administrations
of Donald Trump and his successor Joe Biden, over a
range of issues from trade to security and human
rights.
But Blinken said the world’s two largest economies
should be willing to cooperate on shared interests.
He said the world “fundamentally expects” the two
powers to work together on climate change, global
health, and possibly drug trafficking.
Beijing “just has to be responsive to demand signals
that it’s getting from countries around the world to be
a positive actor, not a negative actor, on issues that
concern them.”
China cut cooperation with the United States on climate change and drug trafficking in August as part of
its protest against a visit to Taiwan by US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, which also saw Beijing launch its
biggest military drills yet around the island.
Xi is widely expected to meet President Biden on the
sidelines of a Group of 20 summit next month in Bali,
their first meeting since the US leader took office.
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Russia May Have Purchased
‘More Deadly’ Iranian Drone
to Target Ukraine: Report

claimed that Iranian drones were used in Russian attacks against several infrastructure targets in many
Ukraine cities, a charge Tehran denied.

US, Italy, and Poland
Demonstrate Air Shielding
in Eastern NATO Territory

The US, Italy, and Poland have teamed up for aerial
maneuvers to support an Air Shielding mission in
NATO’s eastern territories.

Russia may have purchased an unknown number of recently-unveiled Arash-2 drones from Iran, the Institute
for the Study of War (ISW) revealed.
Citing Russian and Ukrainian Telegram posts, the
Washington DC-based think tank wrote that the loitering munition is “faster and more destructive” than
the Shahed-136 Iranian kamikaze drone currently
being used by the Russians in Ukraine.
Iran’s Army Ground Force unveiled the Arash-2 in a
military drill in September, claiming to have developed
the drone to target the Israeli cities of Tel Aviv and
Haifa more than 2,000 kilometers (1,243 miles) away.
Sanctions Force Moscow to Rely on Tehran
The ISW observed that Russia’s continuous reliance on
Iranian drones dovetails with a US Treasury Department report claiming that sanctions have impeded
Moscow’s capacity to replace its depleting stock of
“microelectronics critical for the military-industrial
complex.”
“Russia will likely continue to leverage its relationship
with Iran to circumvent sanctions, although it is very
unlikely that Russian forces will use the Arash-2 to any
greater effect than they have used the Shahed-136
model,” the think tank assessed.
Calls for Sanctions against Iranian Drone Program
Meanwhile, the US warned of sanctions against countries or companies involved in Iranian drone or missile
programs following the latest Russian “kamikaze drone”
attacks in Ukraine on Monday that claimed eight lives.
Last week, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky

The drills were performed “to hone planning and flying
skills based on thorough planning and universal tactics,
techniques and procedures.”
It involved the participation of a US F-22 Raptor tactical fighter, Italian Eurofighter Typhoons, and Polish F16 Fighting Falcons and MiG-29 multirole aircraft.
Polish and international media covered the event
aboard two Polish Casa C-295 transport aircraft.
During the mission, the Allied planes conducted a
training intercept with a separate aircraft simulating an
aerial threat.
The planes then performed aerial precision drills with a
transport aircraft, demonstrating close-formation
flights, escorts, and additional intercepts.
“What that looks like is an enhanced posture on the
eastern flank of NATO territory, not only to deter our
adversaries, but also to assure our Allies that we are
ready to respond to any threat, any time,” US Air Force
90th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron Lt. Col. Michael
Kendall explained.
“Since being in the European theatre, we’ve integrated
and trained with more than 10 NATO Allies which has
increased our interoperability and readiness, providing
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increased our interoperability and readiness, providing
this region a credible, effective deterrent in an evolving
threat environment.”
Deterrence and Defense in NATO’s Eastern Flank
In August, a US Air Force F-22 was deployed to the
Polish F-16 home base in Łask to assist in regular surveillance flights, air patrols, and training events.
“The deployment of the F-22 in Poland is a clear expression of NATO’s commitment to readiness, which
promotes security and stability in the region,” Polish
Air Force Directorate Brig. Gen. Ireneusz Nowak explained.
Meanwhile, Italian Eurofighters currently work with
Polish MiG-29 fighters and other aircraft in the Malbork region to assure “deterrence and defense along
the easter flank.”

ThyssenKrupp Delivers
Egypt’s First Al-Aziz Frigate

ThyssenKrupp and the Arab Republic of Egypt signed
the contract to build four MEKO A-200 frigates in
2018. The first Al-Aziz-class vessel was completed and
launched in 2021.
“This record timeline was possible only because the
Egyptian Navy and ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems
have such a long and trustful partnership,” ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems CEO Oliver Burkhard explained.
“The strategic programme is based on an open and
collaborative dialogue with our customer and we are
thankful for their tireless efforts in contributing to the
success of this project.”
Following its delivery, the ENS Al-Aziz will sail to its
home port in Alexandria.
Egyptian Navy’s Al-Aziz-Class Frigates
The MEKO A-200 frigate has a length of 121 meters
(397 feet) and a 16.3-meter (53-foot) beam.
It is powered by two diesel engines and three turbines,
has a displacement of 3,700 tons, and a maximum
speed of 28 knots (525 kilometers/333 miles per hour).
It can carry two unmanned aerial vehicles and two helicopters.
The MEKO A-200 Al-Aziz-class vessels are armed with
an Oto Melara 127/64 LW 127-millimeter main gun,
Exocet anti-ship missiles, MSI-Defence 30-millimeter
cannons, Rheinmetall Defence MASS softkill decoy
launchers, and surface-to-air missiles.

ThyssenKrupp has delivered the first of four MEKO A200 frigates, the “Al-Aziz,” to the Egyptian Navy in
Bremerhaven, Germany.
During the handover ceremony, Egyptian Navy Chief of
Staff Vice Adm. Ashraf Ibrahim Atwa also revealed
that the second Al-Aziz-class A-200 vessel will be
named Al-Qadeer.
“I am grateful to the friendly Republic of Germany for
the constructive relationship which sets the example
to be followed by others,” Atwa said at the event.

Indian Army Seeks
Drone-Assisted Precision
Artillery Fire: Report

The Indian Army is seeking unmanned aerial platforms
to better direct artillery fire, The Times of India reported.

“Germany always supports Egypt with the up-to-date
technology needed to enhance our naval capabilities.”

A request for proposal for 80 small, remotely piloted
aircraft systems (RPAS), 10 runway-independent
RPAS, 44 upgraded long-range surveillance systems,
and 106 inertial navigation systems will be soon issued.

“We have a longstanding and successful history of cooperation, as reflected in the highly efficient 209 submarines.”

The army is looking to procure small, man-portable
RPAS with a weight of 15 kilograms (33 pounds) and

Expected Drone Features
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During the demonstration, 87th Aerial Port Squadron
Manager Chief Master Sgt. Sean Storms and Assistant
Manager Senior Master Sgt. Brian Anders wore the
Forge System.
The porters waited on a C-17 Globemaster III while moving a pallet weighing 3,500 pounds (1,600 kilograms).
“I can definitely tell a difference; there’s a lot less pressure on my knees and I can feel the assist this system
gives,” Storms said.


endurance of 90 minutes.
“The new smaller RPAS, with an operational range
from 20 km to 60-90 km (12.4 miles to 37-56 miles),
in turn, are needed by artillery units for tactical overthe-hill surveillance in high-altitude areas,” the outlet
quoted a source as saying.
The runway-independent RPAS should have an endurance of four hours and a vertical takeoff and landing capacity at an altitude of 13,000 feet (3,960
meters).
“With electro-optical payloads, the RPAS should be
ideal for a dynamic sensor-shooter linkage, reducing
fixed-wing launch and recovery challenges.”
To Look Deeper, Direct, and Correct Fire
The army developed a “habitat,” supporting a range of
350 howitzers, 450 tanks, and 35,000 soldiers along
the border with China in eastern Ladakh since the border clashes with Chinese troopers occurred in 2019.

Other participants tried the exoskeleton in various
weight-bearing movements, including climbing stairs
with weights and pushing a heavy sled.
‘Game Changer’
The technology “could be a game changer for the aerial port community,” according to Center for Rapid Innovation Deputy Director John Florio.
“If this is optimized for the aerial porters’ particular
missions, it is going to mean that teams will be able to
load heavier objects on aircraft much faster using less
people, which equates to saving the government and
taxpayer money,” Florio said.
“But the biggest game changer for the Air and Space
Forces is less injuries to personnel, which can lead to
longer careers.”
The experience aerial porters encounter during missions in austere scenarios differs significantly from
moving to a new home or office, Florio emphasized.

The RPAS, with day and night functional capability, will
help forward posts “to look deeper and then direct,
correct and analyze artillery fire.”

“For them, we’re talking about large pieces of cargo
going into a large aircraft. So knees are under stress;
ankles are under stress; backs are under stress; muscles all over the body are under stress,” he explained.

US Air Force Aerial Porters
Showcase Exoskeleton
Technology

“I’ve talked to a lot of the people here in the maintenance squadron, and chronic injuries are rampant all
over this particular career field and in other related

The US Air Force has demonstrated an exoskeleton
that augments leg strength to reduce fatigue, increase
endurance, and offset the weight of airmen.
Created by ROAM Robotics, the Forge System pneumatically-powered exoskeleton has actuated leg braces
and a backpack to assist aerial porter teams in loading
and unloading oversized pallets of equipment, gear,
and food from transport aircraft.



54 The Security World October 23, 2022


lated fields too.”
Robotics Focused on the Aerial Porter Community
The Forge System has the potential to be adapted to
other missions. However, the current focus is to benefit the aerial porter community as they are prone to
work injuries, according to ROAM Robotics CEO Tim
Swift.
“I can see additional uses for this pneumatically-powered exoskeleton, primarily in aeromedical evacuation
missions where our medical personnel are lifting large
litters of sick and injured warfighters into the back of
aircraft,” 711th Human Performance Wing Commander Brig. Gen. John Andrus added.

The attacks come exactly a week after Russia unleashed a massive wave of missile strikes on the
Ukrainian capital and cities across the country.
Kyiv mayor Vitali Klitschko said the drone attack had
caused a fire and damaged several buildings in the
central Shevchenkivsky district and warned residents
to take shelter.
“Fire departments are working. Several residential
buildings were damaged. Medics are on the spot,” he
said on Telegram.
“We are clarifying the information about the casualties.”

“We have to think about the safety of our medical personnel, but also the safety of those we are treating
and evacuating out of harm’s way.”

The mayor also posted a picture of what he said was
the charred wreckage of one of the kamikaze drones,
loitering munitions that can hover while waiting for a
target to attack.

Russian ‘Kamikaze Drones’
Strike Kyiv: Ukraine

‘Iranian Drones’
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky last week said
Iranian drones were used in Russian attacks on energy
infrastructure in several Ukrainian cities, although
Tehran denies supplying Russia with weapons for the
war.
On October 10, Russian missiles rained down on
Kyiv and other cities in the biggest wave of strikes in
months.

Russian-launched “kamikaze drones” attacked Kyiv
early Monday, the Ukrainian presidency said, describing
the strikes as an act of desperation nearly eight
months into a war that has claimed thousands of lives.
Air raid sirens sounded in Kyiv shortly before the first
explosion at around 6:35 am (0335), followed by
sirens across most of the country.
“The capital was attacked by kamikaze drones,” the
president’s chief of staff Andriy Yermak said on social
media.
“The Russians think it will help them, but it shows
their desperation,” he added.
“We need more air defence systems and as soon as
possible. More weapons to defend the sky and destroy
the enemy.”

The attacks killed at least 19 people, wounded 105
others and sparked an international outcry.
Moscow carried out further strikes on October 11,
though on a smaller scale, striking energy installations
in western Ukraine far from the front.
Russian President Vladimir Putin said the strikes were
in retaliation for an explosion that damaged a key
bridge linking Russia to the Moscow-annexed Crimean
peninsula.
Putin on Friday had expressed satisfaction and said
there was no need for further massive strikes on
Ukraine “for now.”
The Russian president also claimed Moscow was
“doing everything right” in its nearly eight-month invasion of Ukraine despite a string of embarrassing defeats. g
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