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Introduction
The COVID-19
pandemic is an
international sit-
uation that will
finally define
2020 and likely
an entire genera-
tion around the
world. At this

time, the “Novel Coronavirus” has infected over
6.88 million people and killed over 399,013. The
implications of this virus are far-reaching, ex-
tending well beyond the medical sphere and into
the economy, diplomacy as well as national se-
curity all over the world. If someone had been
watching the news, he likely has heard many
politicians and analysts talking about the need
for a “whole of government” or “full power of
the government” approach to resolving the
COVID-19, or Coronavirus, pandemic. But what
does that mean for the people as individuals?
Corona crisis came suddenly in this world with
the single case being identified in China appar-
ently in Wuhan Province in the month of De-
cember 2019. Though it came suddenly, it was
not a surprise. At least for last few decades the
security analysts, the health researchers were
warning the world that a pandemic was due to

come. Besides, number of articles, research pa-
pers, there were Hollywood movie ‘Contagion’
in 2011 and Korean TV serials ‘My Secret Ter-
rius’ on the similar virus infections if not the
same causing worldwide devastation. The virus
was more like Corona Novel Virus as we call it
today COVID-19. Those were fiction stories or
a hypothesis twenty years before. But now it is
reality, a hard reality. The world is yet to come
close to see the end of it, neither it can be fore-
casted for a probable end. It is now quite clear
that the ongoing Pandemic  it is going to make a
severe dent in the overall system of the universe
affecting every sphere of human lives. . Govern-
ments all over the world are fighting this Coro-
navirus with all-out efforts with all their
elements of National Power to stabilize the situ-
ation as quickly as possible and minimize loss
in terms of human lives and economy. 
In this fight with  this Coronavirus with all-out ef-
forts with all their elements of National Power. In
a military or political setting, the term “whole of
government” usually refers to the four instru-
ments of national power that countries use to pro-
mote and sustain their national security and
grand-strategic interests. Those elements are
diplomatic, informational, military, and economic
— collectively known by the abbreviation DIME
in which Military is an important part of it. Mili-
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tary in any country is maintained to fight in the
crucial moments. The definition of war against
Corona deserved special definition as Humanitar-
ian Approach to the military deployment. 
The nationally-focused mitigation strategy con-
siders and recommends actions reflecting input
and involvement from, and benefits for, all na-
tional stakeholders involved in COVID-19 and its
multiple effects on the national resilience. With
the National Mitigation Strategy (NMS), there is
an opportunity to be more intentional about set-
ting resilience and mitigation policy priorities.
The strategy will increase the ability of govern-
ment departments and agencies to incorporate
mitigation for disaster resiliency into plans for
using resources and justifying budgets.  However,
this article will basically focus on the role of
Armed Forces more particular Bangladesh Army
to perform their role in the implementation. 

How Much Warning Had We Really Received
As has been said in  the beginning of this article,
it was speculated much before that a Pandemic
very much like Novel Coronavirus would come.
It was due in a short time. By analyzing the pre-
vious outbreaks and time frame for last two
decades, researchers were warning the global po-
litical leaders and governments to take the warn-
ing seriously. Dating back to antiquity, influenza
pandemics have posed the greatest threat of a
worldwide calamity caused by infectious disease.
The 1918-19 pandemic was not. According to re-
cent analysis, it killed 50 to 100 million people
globally. Today, with a population of 6.5 billion,
more than three times that of 1918, even a mild
pandemic could kill many millions of people. 

How was the World Ready for the Worst?
It allowed government officials, private-sector
partners, and the community the opportunity to
meet, think through potential dilemmas, pur-
chase necessary equipment, and set up organi-
zational structures for a 12- to 36-month
response. Influenza-vaccine production de-

served special attention. Pandemic-influenza
preparedness is by nature an international issue.
No one can truly be isolated from a pandemic.
The business community can no longer afford to
play a minor role in planning the response to a
pandemic. For the world to have critical goods
and services during a pandemic, industry heads
must stockpile raw materials for production and
pre-plan distribution and transportation support.
Every company’s senior managers needed to be
ready to respond rapidly to changes in the avail-
ability, production, distribution, and inventory
management of their products.

Pandemic if Would Have Brokenout Imme-
diately
If a pandemic would come suddenly there would
be major shortages in all countries of a wide
range of commodities, including food, soap, san-
itizers, mask, paper, light bulbs, gasoline, parts
for repairing military equipment and municipal
water pumps, and medicines, including vaccines
unrelated to the pandemic. It is no more a pre-
diction as we experience as of now in 2020, it is
a hard reality. A vaccine would have no impact
on the course of the virus in the first months and
would likely play an extremely limited role
worldwide during the following 12 to 18 months
of the pandemic. To counter a new strain of pan-
demic influenza that had never circulated
throughout the population, each person would
likely need doses for adequate protection. With
today’s limited production capacity, that means
that less than 500 million people-about 14 per-
cent of the world’s population would be vacci-
nated within a year of the pandemic. Because the
structure of the virus changes so rapidly, vaccine
development could only start once the pandemic
began, as manufacturers would have to obtain
the new pandemic strain. Even if the system
functions to the best of its ability, influenza vac-
cine is produced commercially in just nine coun-
tries: Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
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Japan, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom,
and the United States. In the event of an in-
fluenza pandemic, they would probably nation-
alize their domestic production facilities, as
occurred in 1976, when the United States, antic-
ipating a pandemic of swine influenza, refused
to share its vaccine. If a pandemic struck the
world today, there would be another possible
weapon against influenza: antiviral medicine. 

Short Term- A Year from the Issuance of the
Warning
Even if an H5N1 pandemic was a year away, the
world must have planned for the same problems
with the same fervor. Major campaigns must
have been initiated to prepare the nonmedical
and medical sectors. Pandemic planning should
have been on the agenda of every school board,
manufacturing plant, investment firm, mortuary,
state legislature and food distributors around the
world. There was an urgent need to reassess the
vulnerability of the global economy to ensure
that surges in demand could be met. Critical
health-care and consumer products and com-
modities must have been stockpiled. Health pro-
fessionals must have learnt how to better
communicate risk and be able to both provide
the facts and acknowledge the unknowns to a
frightened or panicked population. If there was
a year of lead-time before a pandemic like this,
a vaccine could play a more central role in the
global response. Although the world would still
have a limited capacity to manufacture influenza
vaccine, techniques that could allow scientists to
get multiple doses from a current single dose
may increase the supply. In addition to further
research on this issue, efforts were needed to en-
sure the availability of syringes and equipment
for delivering the vaccine.

Long Term-Ten Years from the Warning
If developed countries begin to transform the
current system of influenza-vaccine production

radically, influenza pandemic ten years from that
time could have a much less devastating out-
come. The industrialized world must initiate an
international project to develop the ability to
produce a vaccine for the entire global popula-
tion within several months of the start of a pan-
demic. The initiative must have been a top
priority of the group of seven industrialized na-
tions plus Russia, because almost nothing could
inflict more death and disruption than pandemic
influenza.Unfortunately, more than two decades
passed from the date of the warning, and the
world failed to prepare to face such a havoc
caused by  Novel Coronavirus.  

What Course would be Taken
The world must have formed a better understand-
ing of the potentials for the emergence of a pan-
demic influenza strain. Given these
developments, as well as the exponential growth
in foreign travel over the past 50 years, an in-
fluenza pandemic could be more devastating than
ever before. Although a  pandemic like this could
have not been avoided, its impact could be con-
siderably lessened. They must have recognize the
economic, security, and health threat that the com-
ing influenza pandemic poses and invest accord-
ingly. Each leader must have realized that even if
a country has enough vaccine to protect its citi-
zens, the economic impact of a worldwide pan-
demic would inflict substantial pain on everyone. 

Current Situation in Bangladesh
The COVID-19 pandemic was confirmed to
have spread to Bangladesh in March 2020. The
first three known cases were reported on 7
March 2020 by the country’s epidemiology in-
stitute, Institute of Epidemiology, Disease Con-
trol and Research (IEDCR). Infections remained
low until the end of March but saw a steep rise
in April and till the 1st week of June it has risen
close to 3000 per day. It is the highest in Asia,
ahead of Indonesia, with 186 percent. Initially
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due to the unavailability of testing kits  testing
was insufficient. However, with the relentless ef-
forts of the Government, the test capacity has in-
creased to over 15 thousand per day with more
than 50 testing centres all over the country. So
far, total 489,960 samples have been tested with
approximately 20%  detection of positive cases.  

General information
According to the World Health Organization,
Bangladesh has 87520 confirmed infections to
date and 1171 people have died from the Coro-
navirus. The Honourable Prime Minister of
Bangladesh addressed the Nation over the tele-
vision on 25 March 2020 and gave 31 points di-
rectives to the Nation for war  against Corona.
On 26 March, the Government first introduced
a 10-day shutdown until 4 April. But till now the
Government after evaluating the continuous rise
of the Corona Positive case general holiday had
been extended up to 30 May 2020 with a general
ban on leaving Dhaka and inter district move-
ment. Hospitals, kitchen markets, drug stores
and other essential services, however, would re-
main open. The Government had repeatedly

been asking people to stay home in efforts to
contain the spread of the virus. 
However, the Government is phasing
Bangladesh out of lockdown by reopening of-
fices and resuming public transport services on
a limited scale from May 31 until Jun 15, mak-
ing a  balance of health and medical requirement
and economic activities. Educational institu-
tions, however, still remain closed till clear un-
derstanding of the situation is vivid.  On 23
March 2020 the Government of Bangladesh de-
cided to deploy Armed Forces where in
Bangladesh Army to deploy in 62 districts and
Bangladesh Navy in two coastal districts.  On 24
March Bangladesh Army had the ground level
coordination at the Divisional and District Level
and started working since 25 March 2020. The
Chief of Army Staff of Bangladesh Army issued
a clear 16 points directives for its members to
make a absolutely humanitarian approach in
fighting the War againt the Coronavirus. 
Evacuations
On 31 January, a special flight of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines with special quarantine,
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three physicians, a nurse and required medical
equipment on board flew to Wuhan, China to
evacuate stranded Bangladeshi citizens. On 1
February, 312 Bangladeshi citizens stranded in
Wuhan, China were evacuated and brought back
to Bangladesh. Most of the Bangladeshis were
students and PhD researchers at different univer-
sities in the Hubei province in China where their
provincial Government launched multiple
screening tests before allowing them to get on
board the plane. Another batch of 152
Bangladeshis have returned home from Italy,
which has been under lockdown following a
massive Corona virus outbreak. Thought the
flight operation remained suspended a good no
of people, mostly the expatriates employed in
Middle Eastern countries and visiting few other
countries as tourists. Returnees were quarantined
at Askona Hajj Camp under the overall respon-
sibly of Bangladesh Army since 14 March 2020. 

Travel and Entry Restrictions
On 22 January 2020, the authorities at Hazrat
Shahjalal International Airport in Dhaka reported
that they had put the airports on alert to prevent
the spread of Coronavirus in Bangladesh by
screening travellers from China, where the virus
had at that time infected nearly 300 people and
killed six people. The airport claimed to turn on
its thermal scanner to scan passengers to detect
any infection in passengers travelling from China.
Doctors at HSIA looked for fevers, coughs,
breathing difficulties and sore throats. The coun-
try’s IEDR were to be notified of any passengers
with symptoms for further examination. 

Social Distancing Measures
On 17 March, when Bangladesh had 08 con-
firmed cases, the Government closed all schools,
for the remainder of March. The Dhaka Univer-
sity was also closed for the same period. This re-
portedly increased tourist traffic at the beaches

in Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar, counteracting
the government measure. On 23 March, when
Bangladesh had 33 confirmed cases, the Gov-
ernment declared a ten-day nationwide holiday
for the period 26 March – 4 April, ordering all
public and private offices to be closed, with the
exception for emergency services. People have
been asked to practice social distancing and stay
at home. No entry, no exit – until the situation
improves, said the government directive. 

Institutional Quarantine Centres
Government assigned Bangladesh Army to
arrange institutional Quarantine Centres (QC) in
Dhaka and all other places under the overall man-
agement of the Army. AccordinglyBangladesh
Army took over the full responsibility of Hajj
Camp at Askona on 14 March 2020 and gradu-
ally expanding to BRAC Learning Centre at
Askona and Diabari at Uttara. Moreover,
Bangladesh Army established QCs at
Bangladesh Public Administration Training Cen- 
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tre (Savar), at Jhikargacha (Jessore). Further-
more, all the Bangladesh Army Divisions estab-
lished QCs for meeting of the National
requirements. 

What is the World Economic Forum doing
about the Corona Virus Outbreak?
A new strain of Coronavirus, COVID-19, is
spreading around the world, causing deaths and
major disruption to the global economy. Re-
sponding to this crisis requires global coopera-
tion among governments, international
organisations and the business community,
which is at the centre of the World Economic
Forum’s mission as the International Organiza-
tion for Public-Private Cooperation. The Forum
has created the COVID Action Platform, a
global platform to convene the business commu-
nity for collective action, protect people’s liveli-
hoods and facilitate business continuity, and
mobilize support for the COVID-19 response.
The platform is created with the support of the
World Health Organization and is open to all
businesses and industry groups, as well as other
stakeholders, aiming to integrate and inform
joint action. As an organization, the Forum has
a track record of supporting efforts to contain
epidemics. 

Impacts on Bangladesh
COVID-19 Threatens to Cause a Humanitar-
ian Crisis
Despite the presence of a large Bangladeshi di-
aspora in Europe, the Government also took the
bold step of suspending all flights from Europe.
Learning from its East Asian neighbors includ-
ing South Korea and Singapore, the Government
launched an aggressive awareness campaign
through national mobile phone operators. This
has been complemented by private-sector coop-
eration, with the Government launching more
than 500 telephone hotlines and cross-promoting
private service providers on its platform.

The Economic Threat
The response so far is admirable, yet this pan-
demic also poses an economic and humanitarian
crisis. The Prime Minister initially announced an
emergency stimulus package of $600 million on
25 March, which on 4 April was enhanced sig-
nificantly to $8.5 billion. According to the fore-
cast released by the Economist Intelligence Unit
on 26 March, the global economy is expected to
contract by -2.2% in 2020. These effects are ex-
pected to be more pronounced in major G20
economies, such as Germany, Italy, the United
Kingdom and the US – all countries that are
major markets for Bangladesh’s most vital trade-
able goods: readymade garments. With lock-
downs currently imposed across Europe and
North America, even in the best-case scenario,
it will take at least until mid-June for market
confidence to be restored in these economies.
The implication is that nearly six million work-
ers in Bangladesh’s formal sector – which is
largely manufacturing – will be without steady
work for an extended period. 

What More Needs to Be Done

The Prime Minister rightly identified this as a
challenge and her decision to distribute food aid
through Bangladesh’s existing social safety pro-
grams such as the Vulnerable Group Feeding
and Vulnerable Group Development for six
months must also be welcomed. The Prime Min-
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ister has also donated $30 each of 50 lakh se-
lected families which was transferred electroni-
cally. Honourable Prime though donated BDT
2500 each to 50 lakh families for the Eid. Taking
such an meticulous step would mean that
Bangladesh would have to forego its usually
prudent and disciplined fiscal policy of main-
taining its budget deficit within 5% of GDP.
With a low debt-to-GDP ratio, Bangladesh has
enough fiscal headroom to adapt an expansion-
ary approach in the short run to fight off the eco-
nomic and humanitarian aspect of this crisis. 

Threat to National Security
It is believed that the world has not faced such
worrisome situation after WWII and for
Bangladesh; the Nation has not encountered
such a perilous situation after our glorious War
of Liberation of 1971. While the political leaders
all over the world are  struggling to arrest the
pandemic situation, some opportunity seekers
may try to make an evil design to destabilize the
world. There are many undercurrents likely to
go on to take advantage of the situation. People
are trying to make money of the poor, misappro-
priating relief material, panicking the people by
spreading rumours or even by smuggling drugs.
Threats as such are not only limited within
boundary only. Threats may come form external
nexus also. Since the Corona Issue is still active
and the end state is yet far away to be visualized.
Bangladesh needs to monitor the situation with
a cool head and prepare the contingency plan
very prudently. As it is seen during this ongoing
Corona crisis, the country also experienced the
cyclone ‘Amafan’ which caused considerable
damages to huge crops and lives of the people.
Besides, the internal law and order, border vio-
lations, emergence of extremist groups etc may
also require attention.  

Immediate Impacts of Coronavirus 
•  Closure of Industries
Due to the lockdown or general holidays de-
clared by the Government of Bangladesh, all
kinds of industries had been closed atleast ini-
tially. Though few of the garments in the pro-
duction of PPE and pharmaceutical industries
were allowed for production, most of the indus-
tries in different sectors were shutdown.
• Failure to Meet the Delivery Datelines to
Foreign Buyers
Since the Corona came suddenly, most of the
garments had to be closed without any prior
warning. As such many of the consignments
were failed to be delivered to the international
buyers. 
• People Who Used to Live On Daily Labours
Had No Income
People who used to live on their daily income
faced tremendous difficulties in earning their
livelihood. Though the Government responded
immediately with special focus to these people
there were difficulties in reaching out to these
people. However, in the last two months hardly
there were any report that someone starved. 

•Business Institutions Liable For Heavy Dam-
ages Due to Their Spoilage of Goods
In the markets, warehouses, many products are
likely to be deteriorated for a long time lock- 
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down in the warehouse or market place due to
prolonged storage. 

• Complete Closure of Public Transport
Service and Aviation Industries
The general holidays and lockdown had to be
imposed all over the world without much warn-
ing. It is assumed that many of the sophisticated
equipment such as aircraft, big machines, and so
on and so forth are likely to get damaged. 

• Over Loaded Medical Sectors
• Testing Facilities
Five weeks after the detection of the first
COVID-19 case in Bangladesh, the IEDCR had
only tested 11,223 people, constituting approxi-
mately 68 tests per million populations. It should
be noted that in the first 3 weeks after the detec-
tion of the first COVID-19 case in Bangladesh,
the IEDCR was the sole diagnostic facility in the
country of 160 million people, and the daily test-
ing rate remained below 100 per day. The health
authorities of the country ultimately decided to
expand its testing numbers from 03 April 2020.
Currently, there are 50 labs across the country
working on testing probable/referral cases of
COVID-19, and a few more labs are being es-
tablished in different districts. 

• Coping With Mental Stress Due to COVID-19
Fear and anxiety about the pandemic are causing
overwhelming stress for everyone . While re-
ceiving mixed messages piles up the stress, shar-
ing the real facts and understanding the actual
risk reduces the stress. Moreover, this helps the
authorities to organize better and manage the cri-
sis. Social activists, television and print media,
social workers, and religious and political lead-
ers should come forward to help in the dissemi-
nation of scientifically factual information on
nCoV-2 and COVID-19 among the mass popu-
lation of Bangladesh. For instance, the Imams of

each mosque could play a vital role in fighting
this extraordinary crisis in Bangladesh. 

• Hospital Facility 
After the outbreak of Coronavirus in
Bangladesh, beside other measures, the Govern-
ment immediately designated Kuwait Maitree
Hospital and Kurmitola General Hospital for
COVID-19 Patients in Dhaka. A number of pri-
vate hospitals and clinics in Dhaka on  said
Coronavirus treatment at their facilities was im-
possible and they were reluctant to take the cases
as they lacked facilities in treating the virus. Re-
ferring to the safety of other patients and a lack
of trained medical personnel, the hospital au-
thorities said novel coronavirus or COVID -19
treatment at private hospitals was too risky.
Many of the most modern hospitals displayed
their inability to treat Corona patients due to the
fact that would treat critical patients like cancer,
kidney dialysis and cardiac patients who have
low immunity. Coronavirus treatment at these
hospitals is not possible for the sake of current
patients. After the initial shock the Government
rearranged many more hospitals such as; Dhaka
Medical Collge Hospital, BSMMU etc for the
treatment of Covid-19 patients. Combined Mil-
itary Hospital (CMH), Dhaka and all the CMHs
under the direct guidance of the Respected CAS
of Bangladesh Army appeared to be the symbol
of trust and confidence for treating Covid-19 pa-
tients following latest global protocols. 

• Management in the Health Sector 
Until the outbreak of Coronavirus, most people
here were talking about the dearth of medical fa-
cilities for treating non-communicable diseases
against the backdrop of continuous rise in the
number of heart, kidney and cancer patients.
Concern about the country’s preparedness for
handling any major outbreak of any communi-
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cable disease was not very vivid. Coronavirus
outbreak has exposed everybody to the grim re-
ality—Bangladesh, like many other countries,
was not necessarily prepared to face a major out-
break of a communicable disease. In the face of
sudden and rapid increase of COVID-19 all over
the world as well as in Bangladesh, it was not
possible to  know what would be unfolded in the
coming weeks. The prevailing situation had
opened the eyes that - the country’s health sector
needed greater attention in future days.  
• Closure of the Capital Market
While the Capital Markets were tremendously
affected due to the outbreak of the Coronavirus,
both DSE and CSE have been completely shut
down with the declaration of Holidays. This had
affected already bearish capital markets. 

Positives Impacts-Welcome
During any emergency, national unity is
achieved.  COVID-19 has had undeniable and
horrific consequences on people’s lives and the
economy. With sickness, death and unemploy-
ment rates soaring almost everywhere on our
planet, it is easy to despair. Notwithstanding the
gruesomeness of this situation, there are some
outcomes that could have a long-term positive
impact on the planet and humanity as well as on
Bangladesh.

• National Unity
With the call of the Honourable Prime Minister,
the Nation with all its elements have come for-
wards to fight Corona Virus combined. Doctors,
Civil Administration, Law Enforcing Agencies,
Armed Forces, especially Bangladesh Army all
are working in unison. 

• Reinvigorating the National Systems
Bangladesh is fighting the Coronavirus like all
other countries of the world. Despite Bangladesh

had made definite progression in the economy
and developments but had not been ready to
meet such a crisis of such high magnitude. Nev-
ertheless, Bangladesh quickly evaluated the sit-
uation under the Leadership of the Honourable
Prime Minister like the Father of the Nation  did
in 1971. Bangladesh has always been proved to
be a land of resilience had done the same. When
the initial shock had been absorbed, the elements
of national power integrated together for the
common purpose of fighting with the Covid19.
By far Bangladesh fought it well though further
more to go.   

• Integrating the Elements of National Power
It is very natural that in the case of any calami-
ties or disaster, any country will use all its ele-
ments of power in hand to fight it back, such as
fighting with Corona. If we try to define ele-
ments of power, we use the abbreviation DIME,
in which Military is an important part of it. Mil-
itary in any country is maintained over the years
just to fight in the crucial moments. Thought the
definition of war against Corona deserved spe-
cial definition as a “Humanitarian Approach” of
the military deployment. In a military or political
setting, the term “whole of government” usually
refers to the four instruments of national power
that countries use to promote and sustain their
national security and grand-strategic interests.
Those elements are diplomatic, informational,
military, and economic — collectively known by
the acronym DIME. 

• The Environment
The first positive aspect of COVID-19 as result
of general shut down, is the effect on the envi-
ronment.  Carbon emissions are down globally,
and with manufacturing and air travel grinding
to a halt, the planet has had a chance to rejuve-
nate. China recorded an 85 per cent increase in
days with good air quality in 337 cities between 
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January and March. With tourists gone from
Italy, the long-polluted canals of Venice now ap-
pear clear as fish and other wildlife start return-
ing. Elsewhere, wildlife is also reappearing in
other major cities and the biodiversity is slowly
beginning to return in various parts of the world.

• Peace
The Coronavirus is also raising hopes of fewer
battles and less conflict, resulting in increased
levels of peace. The United Nations called to end
all wars in the face of COVID-19 as the world
confronts a common enemy: “It’s time to put
armed conflict on lockdown,” stated Secretary-
General António Guterres. So many businesses
have had to reinvent themselves with a new
‘business as unusual’ philosophy. And according
to the ABC, a ceasefire was declared by the
Saudis fighting Houthi rebels in Yemen. Al-
though there are many places in the Middle East
where war persists, a stronger lockdown could
lead to less violence in these countries too.

• Connectedness
A third positive outcome is a rejuvenated sense
of community and social cohesion. Self-isolation
challenges us as social animals who desire rela-
tionships, contact and interaction with other hu-
mans. However, people all around the world are
finding new ways to address the need for inter-
connectedness.  In Italy, one of the worst-hit

countries, people are joining their instruments
and voices to create music from their balconies.
People are leading street dance parties while
maintaining social distancing. People are using
social media platforms to connect, such as the
Facebook group The Kindness Pandemic, with
hundreds of daily posts. There is a huge wave of
formal and informal volunteering where people
use their skills and abilities to help.

• Innovation
COVID-19 is a major market disruptor that has
led to unprecedented levels of innovation. Due
to the lockdown, so many businesses have had
to reinvent themselves with a new ‘business as
unusual’ philosophy. This includes cafes turning
into takeaway venues (some of which also now
sell milk or face masks) and gin distilleries now
making hand sanitisers. Many businesses have
had to undergo rapid digitalisation and offer
their services online. Some could use this wave
of innovation to reimagine their business model
and change or grow their market.

• Corporate Responsibility
Coronavirus is driving a new wave of corporate
social responsibility (CSR). The global pan-
demic has become a litmus test for how seri-
ously companies are taking their CSR and their
work with key stakeholders: the community, em-
ployees, consumers and the environment. Home-
schooling is becoming the new way of learning,
exposing many parents to what their children
know and do. Companies are donating money,
food and medical equipment to support people
affected by the Coronavirus. Others are giving
to health-care workers, including free coffee at
McDonald’s Australia and millions of masks
from Johnson & Johnson. Many are supporting
their customers, from Woolworths introducing
an exclusive shopping hour for seniors and peo-
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ple with disabilities to Optus giving free mobile
data so its subscribers can continue to connect.

• Reimagined Education
The sixth positive outcome is a massive trans-
formation in education. True, most of it was not
by choice. Silver linings amid the suffering: Pro-
fessor Debbie Haski-Leventhal believes a new-
found sense of gratitude for freedoms we take
for granted and a global trend in thanking health
workers who are at the frontline are among the
positives to come out of the crisis. We are glob-
ally involved in one of the largest-scale experi-
ments in changing education at all levels.
Similarly, universities are leading remote learn-
ing and use state-of-the-art solutions to keep stu-
dents engaged. Some universities are using
augmented and virtual reality to provide near
real-life experiences for galvanising students’
curiosity, engagement and commitment and for
preparing students for the workplace. 

• Gratitude
Finally, the seventh gift that COVID-19 is giving
us is a new sense of appreciation and grateful-
ness. It has offered us a new perspective on
everything we have taken for granted for so long
– our freedoms, leisure, connections, work, fam-
ily and friends. We have also learned to value
and thank health workers who are at the frontline
of this crisis, risking their lives every day by just
showing up to their vital work. This sense of

gratefulness can also help us to develop our re-
silience and overcome the crisis in the long-
term. If we ignore them, all of this becomes
meaningless. It will be up to us to change our-
selves and our system to continue with the pos-
itive environmental impact, peace,
connectedness, innovation, corporate responsi-
bility, reimagined education and gratitude.

Impacts of Coronavirus in General

A Financial Crisis in Emerging Markets
Going into the COVID crisis, EM economies
were not as healthy as they could have been -
economic growth was already slowing, and they
were highly leveraged. In the initial weeks of the
global outbreak of COVID, capital quickly
began to flee EMs, as investors looked for safety
in dollar-denominated assets. Economic growth
there is taking - and will take - a big hit from a
COVID-induced domestic economic slowdown
in those countries and from the dramatic slow-
down in the world economy.

Growing Political Instability
The longer COVID lasts, the more likely we are
to see a surge in political instability around the
world. Political instability is not healthy for the
world economy and not healthy for the eventual
economic recovery from the pandemic. World’s
events are likely to impact on Bangladesh econ-
omy. 

A Crisis in Conflict Zones
These areas, from a COVID-19 perspective, are
at significant risk. It is the overlap between con-
flict states with an outbreak of the disease and
conflict states where migration could put us or
our allies and partners at risk. I would add one
more country to this crisis list, although it does 





The Security World June 21, 2020 15



not meet the strict definition of a conflict state
because it is not at war now and was not at war
recently, but it does meet the spirit of the defini-
tion - and that is Venezuela, with Colombia, the
destination for refugees.

Reinforcing the Already-Existing Trend to
Authoritarianism
The first is a perception that authoritarian gov-
ernments have been better able to deal with the
crisis than have democracies. Second, anti-de-
mocratic leaders will try to take advantage of the
crisis to accrue power all over the world.

Agriculture Sector
Taking proactive measures to increase economic
resilience, enhancing capacity to deal with situ-
ations associated with the pandemic and reduc-
ing the vulnerability of farming communities is
crucial to sustaining food security and socio-
economic development. Closing of transport
routes, restrictions and quarantine measures,
shortage of labour, and spikes in product prices
are obstructive for fresh food supply chains and
might also result in increased levels of food loss
and waste. In the period of lockdown, people
visit food markets less often, affecting their food
choices and consumption. Agricultural restric-
tions hinder trade and mobility of commodities,
including food, feed, and input supplies, as sus-
pending nationwide transportation might affect
farming and food trade. Active measures are
necessary for ensuring reprieve from trade re-
strictions to keep food, feed, and input supplies. 

Impacts of Coronavirus on Bangladesh
Economic challenges
On a larger scale, we may have to face an eco-
nomic slowdown in the short term while there
might be a recession in the long term. On April

5, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina unveiled a Tk
72,750 crore stimulus package, including the
previously declared Tk 5,000 crore package, to
address the economic impacts of the coronavirus
outbreak. The Government could take both fiscal
and monetary measures to combat the novel
Coronavirus. The monetary actions would be
lowering the repo rate and reduction of the Cash
Reserve Ratio to increase the money supply to
the economy.

Service Sector
The term “service sector” refers to an economic
sector that, unlike agriculture and industry, pro-
duces no goods, but provides a service that sat-
isfies a need such as education, health, finance,
government, transportation, tourism and trade
are service sectors. Economic stagnation is hav-
ing a terrible effect on lives and livelihoods of
those whose incomes hover near poverty level.
Large segments of the population - the poor and
low-income people - are employed in the infor-
mal sector and do not have stable incomes.
Around 34 million people, or 20.5 percent of the
population, live below the poverty line, accord-
ing to Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics data.
Poverty rate in Bangladesh may rise to 40.9 per-
cent if Covid-19 causes 25 percent fall in family
incomes, according to the South Asian Network
on Economic Modelling (SANEM) estimate
based on the BBS’s income and expenditure sur-
vey data.  Despite challenges, there are extraor-
dinary opportunities for addressing longstanding
inequalities in the areas of access to health and
basic services, financial products and digital
economy, as well as social security for the infor-
mal workers. What is required now is a new deal
that guarantees social protection against nega-
tive economic consequences of the pandemic,
and that builds a stronger social safety net frame-
work for the future. 
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Capital Market
Capital market being most sensitive where gen-
eral investors   have been tremendously affected
by the coronavirus situation.. The global coron-
avirus pandemic, which has led to economic
stagnation all over the world, will likely see
Bangladesh’s capital market undergo further
corrections. Economists have recommended in-
jecting more funds to revive the economy, waiv-
ing interests and slashing corporation taxes. In
the capital market, a correction is a 10 percent
drop in stocks from their most recent peak,
which often signals that investors have turned to
be more pessimistic about the markets. But it
does not necessarily mean that stocks are head-
ing even lower. However, if prices drop by 20
percent or more, it is then called a bear market.
Frightened investors have lost trust in the market
because of the coronavirus outbreak, which
caused further disruption for companies and the
global economy that has impacted the country’s
bourses and the world’s leading stock markets.
The Stock Exchanges have already urged the
regularatiry authorities and the Government for
some incentive packages. 

Impact of Coronavirus on the Livelihood
Similar to other global counterparts, Bangladesh
opted for official lockdown from 26th March
2020 as a measure to contain the spread and re-
strict communal transmission. While much of
the service sector can take advantage of work-
from-home arrangements, the lockdown has ob-
structed the livelihood of 85% of the country’s
working population currently employed in the
informal sector. Lack of proper employment
benefits and compensation structure for these
workforce members make them the most vulner-
able group during this national economic shock.
The majority of these workers belong to the low
income and lower middle income brackets and
most of them make just enough to cover their

living expenses while residing in the urban pe-
ripheries. Hence, a loss in employment or in-
come would directly impact the livelihood of
these urban LIC and LMIC workers, exposing
them to the detrimental effects of this economic
downfall and pushing them to the point of no re-
covery. On the topic of sustenance, almost one
in every three does not have the financial means
to support their families in the immediate term.
44% of them having enough savings that will
help them survive the next few weeks and only
14% may survive for a month considering the
current financial conditions. Though the Gov-
ernment ensured an unprecedented supply of
money and food grains in different forms to the
general people still proves insufficient as the
general holiday situation continued for almost
three months at a go till 31 May 2020. 

Declining Incomes across the Board Are Put-
ting Pressure on Household Spending
Across the board, households had seen a 29%
decline in income due to Covid-19, and the
largest drop in income was noted in Dhaka
Metro area at 34%. 42% of respondents indi-
cated that Covid-19 had not impacted their in-
comes at the time of study and none had
indicated an increase in their household income
since the Covid lockdown. Out of an average
BDT 17,273 spending per household, food and
rent made up the largest spending categories.
Residential service workers and Industrial and
Technical workers were the least regular savers
but at the same time, they had to remit a signif-
icant portion of their income, making the ex-
tended families of these two professions in rural
areas particularly vulnerable to financial shocks
emanating from COVID-19. Large fluctuations
were seen in the pattern in food spending, where
40% of households had reported an increase in
food spending after Covid-19, attributed to in-
flated food prices and 32% other households 
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who had reported lower expenditure of food
which was a conscious decision arising from the
consequences of reduced household income.

Heading to Home Districts 
Retreating to their home districts, which is usu-
ally the solution when the going gets tough, is
no longer an option for most as a combination
of the transport lockdown, uncertainty over the
resumption of workplaces, lack of alternative in-
come opportunities back home and better hopes
of receiving aid in Dhaka. It was found that
among households who recently lost all of their
household income, one third of families had al-
ready moved back to their home district. As a
whole, service sector workers indicated the least
willingness to migrate in the short term.

Lockdown is Difficult to Sustain 
In a survey on the topic of sustenance, almost
one in every three respondents reported not hav-
ing the financial means to support their families
in the immediate term. 44% of respondents re-
ported having enough savings that will help
them survive the next few weeks, and only 14%
respondents reported that they might survive for
a month considering the current financial condi-
tions. An overwhelming majority of households
were found to be aware of the correct preventa-
tive measures of COVID-19, highlighting the
combined role of the media, Government and
word-of-mouth in propagating information. It
was found that only 19% of households had been
reached through some in-kind support, with the
remainder staying out of support safety nets.
Where individuals received support in greater
Dhaka, individual donors were by far the largest
source of support for the low-income commu-
nity members, which is in contrast to Dhaka
Metro, where most of the support came from
Local MPs.

The Government and Development Sector
Should Step Up Their Role
At a time when households have lost approxi-
mately a third of their earnings and are out-
spending their incomes, government assistance
is more important than ever to help such house-
holds stay afloat. Alternately, Government’s
payment channels, via DFS, could be expanded
to ensure direct cash assistance for beneficiaries.
Given the breadth of the government support
stimulus, the Government should take steps to
protect blue collar jobs by encouraging compa-
nies to retain their employees, in lieu of receiv-
ing benefits from the stimulus package. Micro
Enterprises are particularly vulnerable in this
time of crisis and in order to survive, they should
be directed towards support services for capital
replenishment, particularly the MSMEs who are
outside the purview of the banking system.

Impediments to the Overcoming of the Na-
tional Crisis
In the conduct of the all-out efforts of all stake-
holders in the country and society, there are also
some challenges. These challenges may identi-
fied early and take appropriate measures to over-
come at the earliest. Fortunate for us that our
Prime Minister has foreseen all probable situa-
tions and evaluated by the tools available and
has taken appropriate decisions to overcome any
hurdles to protect the people and protect the
country following the footstep of her father, the
father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman. Few of the issues are follow: 

Corruption
Though the Government has taken a stern stand
against corruption during this pandemic situa-
tion but still there are tendencies on the part of
few people in regards to the misappropriation
has been noticed. Aggrieved people especially
deprived to access to sufficient livelihood may
resort to small little corruption.  
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Probability of a Famine- Not due to the
Shortage rather  Mismanagement
The coronavirus pandemic is developing in the
shadow of famine. The combination would be
deadly. One of the hard lessons of the COVID-
19 crisis has been that nations tend to learn pan-
demic preparedness through hard lessons. But
the world now faces a trial for which there is no
recent precedent. Waiting for the accumulation
of hard experience in this case would result in a
vast human tragedy. In parts of the developing
world, the COVID-19 pandemic is developing
in tandem with famine.30 And the combination
would be a much more ambitious and efficient
killer than COVID-19 alone. As deaths caused
by Coronavirus around the world continue to
rise, the World Food Programme (WFP) has
warned that the world faces a possible “hunger
pandemic” as the number of people in need of
food could almost double this year. At the end
of 2019, 135 million people were living with
“acute hunger”. But with many countries around
the world enforcing quarantine, that number is
likely to rise to 265 million, the WFP says.

The Dual Risks of Natural Hazards and
COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic is a complex global
crisis without contemporary precedent. In just
about every country around the world, the pan-
demic response is taking up the bulk of re-
sources, expertise, time and effort. But, how
would people and systems cope if a major natu-
ral hazard, like an earthquake or a tropical cy-
clone, occurs while the COVID-19 pandemic
continues? Sitting astride a river delta at the bot-
tom of the Himalayan range, the country is fight-
ing a longstanding battle against the impact of
climate change and currently hosts the world’s
largest refugee camp along its southern border.
South Asia in general and India and Bangladesh
have already endured a major cyclone ‘Amfan’
during this ongoing Corona crisis. A second Cy-

clone ‘Nishorgo’ also has been experienced in
this Region. Moreover, Dengue appears to be a
great menace during the period of June-Septem-
ber in Bangladesh. 

Labour Market /Reduced Remittance
Amid the slump in export earnings, experts say
another big shock lies ahead for Bangladesh
economy as its remittance inflow, the lifeline for
many rural families, is likely to shrink signifi-
cantly in the coming months as a coronavirus
fallout. Almost all the destinations of
Bangladeshi migrant workers from where they
send money back home are grappling with coro-
navirus prevalence, halting economic activity
with the closure of most business establishments
and shops, leaving the wage earners at lurch and
their incomes dwindling. At the same time,
many of those staying abroad may face problem
to get work due to the slowdown in the eco-
nomic activity, bringing down the revenues of
the wage earners. The remittance inflow is likely
to fall as many wage earners have returned home
in the wake of coronavirus outbreak across the
globe. Over 10 million Bangladeshis who stay
in different countries remitted $18.32 billion last
year swelling the country’s foreign reserve. The
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has long been the
largest source of remittances, followed by the
UAE, Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, Kuwait, Libya,
Iraq, Singapore, Malaysia, the US and the UK.

Likely Impacts of COVID-19 on Some More
Internal Issues 
l Likely Fall of Human Development Index of
Bangladesh

l Economic Development may face hindrance
l Rohingya Issue may deteriorate
l Rumours may sometime be a disturbing
concern

l Global Health Security may raise an issue,
etc. 
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Mitigation Strategy for Bangladesh and
Role of Armed Forces

National Security
National security is the requirement to maintain
the survival of the state through the use of eco-
nomic power, diplomacy, power projection and
political power. It encompasses a broad range of
facets, all of which impinge on the nonmilitary
or economic security of the nation and the values
espoused by the national society. Accordingly,
in order to possess national security, Bangladesh
needs to possess economic security, energy se-
curity, environmental security, etc. Security
threats involve not only conventional foes such
as other nation-states but also non-state actors
such as violent non-state actors, narcotic cartels,
multinational corporations and non-governmen-
tal organisations. As understood, after the pan-
demic of COVID-19 will be over, the country
will need to assess the damages immediately, the
process of which might have started already or
need to do it right now and find how much dent
it could create to the national capacity. Fortu-
nately enough, during the beginning of this sit-
uation, Bangladesh was standing on a very
strong economy of its level of expectation.
Bangladesh, as a nation has always exhibited
strong resilience and hopes it will again.

Corona Mitigation Strategy for Bangladesh
l End State/Goals
The Coronavirus is contained and diminished
with  minimum casualty of life, food security
and social safety net are implemented, National
Borders are protected, social security is in place,
law and order under full control of the Govern-
ment and all sectors of the country regain mo-
mentum including that of medical and
education.   
l Ways/Policy Actions
Formulating and implementing the Policy and
actions towards achieving the political stability,
economic emancipation, sound health sector
service and ensuring national security of
Bangladesh.  
l Means/Resources/Strength
Political Leadership, Growth of GDP, Agricul-
ture, Efficient Manpower, promoting SMEs,
Strong Law enforcing Agencies, Diplomacy
and Armed Forces.

Food and Agriculture
This strategy imposed a plethora of Covid-19
protecting measures that have significantly af-
fected agricultural production, food supply, and
demand. They are highly vulnerable to any dis-
ruptions to their livelihoods or access to food.
Vietnam, for example, the world’s third-biggest
rice exporter, has temporarily suspended rice ex-
port contracts. Experts opine that current block-
ages to transport routes, transport restrictions
and quarantine measures, shortages of labour,
and spikes in product’s prices are obstructive for
fresh food supply chains and might also result in
increased levels of food loss and waste. Boosting
social protection programmes are crucial to pro-
tect incomes and purchasing power, particularly
for the most affected households. Government
should provide conditional or unconditional cash
transfers, public works programmes that help re-
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duce unemployment; or policies/monitoring
aimed at stabilising food prices, and protecting
incomes from damaging out-of-pocket health-
care costs by ensuring coverage of essential
health services.

Recovering Business 
The global economy is reeling at the threats
posed by Coronavirus. The preliminary esti-
mates by the UNCTAD amount to a loss of
US$1.0 trillion to the global economy in 2020
alone, which is already evident in reduced ship-
ments, falling oil prices, and cancelled orders for
merchandise. The ILO estimates a whopping 25
million job loss, which is far greater than the 22
million employment losses during the 2009
global recession. There is certainly a challenging
time ahead, and our industries need to prepare
for mitigating the economic and other non-
health risks of Coronavirus. Broadly speaking,
Coronavirus poses at least six categories of risks
- social, economic, institutional, geopolitical,
health, and technological, which could be re-
membered by the mnemonic SEIGHT, shown by
the info graph. In Bangladesh context, the spe-
cific risks could be - Coronavirus related death
and panic, anarchy in the health-care system, job
loss in the local and overseas markets, rise in the
number of unemployed and returning migrants,
economic recession, financial system collapsing
into hyperinflation, and social unrest.

How Armed Forces Help Fight COVID-19
The COVID-19 epidemic has evidenced coun-
tries’ unpreparedness to face such a challenge.
Because assets at their disposal were insuffi-
cient, governments turned to the Military for as-
sistance. Although the state of emergency does
not mean the same for all countries, we can find
some commonalities in the different approaches.
When declared, it empowers governments to
take actions or impose policies that they would

normally not be permitted to undertake. 
The list of actions that armed forces are perform-
ing in different countries is long. In extreme
cases, like in Mexico, the military took the re-
sponsibility of running hospitals. Beyond repa-
triating Italian and European citizens, the Italian
air force has transported material and medical
equipment for civil protection, and logistical
support for field hospitals. 
Those armed forces with the capacity to produce
medicaments also contributed to mitigate the
shortfall of medical products and equipment.
Despite the fact that COVID-19 is largely a
medical and political problem, the Military does
have a large role to play. The Armed Frocesmay
continue to provide disaster support to civil au-
thorities, provide medical assistance, maintain
order, and deliver much-needed supplies. Pre-
venting the virus’ proliferation among the Mili-
tary is important both for national security and
because specialist army, navy and air force units
are being drafted in to help governments tackle
the virus in many countries.

Armed Forces Deployment in the Root Level
Bangladesh Army has been deployed in 62 out
of 64 districts of Bangladesh. It has deployed
troops up to Upazilla level in the districts and up
to Thana level in the City Areas. Since it has
made access to the root level on the request of 
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the civil administration it can very easily reach
out to the people to implement any decision of
the Government. It has not only ensured that
people are aware of the impacts of Coronavirus
in our lives and requirement of following the
Corona Protocol in the line of World Health Or-
ganization. 

Role of the Armed Forces for   Operation
Covid Shield
As the Coronavirus starts spreading in 07-08
March 2020, the Government of Bangladesh de-
cided to deploy Bangladesh Army in 62 out of
64 districts while Bangladesh Navy in rest 02
Districts. Bangladesh Air Force was kept on
standby for ferrying of patients if it would be re-
quired. Though, initially the Armed Forces were
deployed with the task of aiding the Civil Ad-
ministration for ensuring the expatriates to re-
main in quarantine for at least 14 days. Secondly,
to ensure social distancing of the people who
would come out for emergency requirements?
They also ensured that people stay at their home.
As the Army was deployed on the ground, they
undertook various spontaneous tasks for the ben-
efit of the people of Bangladesh and supporting
the Government of Bangladesh in the efforts of
fighting with COVID-19. 

Soft Security
Usually refers to security that protects something
from harm in quiet and unobtrusive ways, often
invisibly and after the fact, rather than with visible
barriers before the fact. Soft security can refer to
immediate security measures, such as silent bur-
glar alarms or motion detectors, but often refers
to more elaborate social security systems such as
the “moralnetwork”[clarification needed] in a
tightly-knit community — for example, a cluster
of friends on a busy city street. Bangladesh Army,

by their very presence at the root level they are
providing soft security to the country. 

Law and Order under Control
Due to the presence of Army in the root level,
law and order during this scary situation re-
mained under control. Besides fulfilling its pri-
mary task for operation Covid Shield it
automatically helped other Law Enforcing
Agencies by supplementing their capability
mere by presence in the area. Due to the very
presence of the Army in the core of the capital
Dhaka and patrolling in the areas many of the
social crimes have drastically reduced. 

Environmental Security
Even though environmental degradation and cli-
mate change sometimes cause violent conflict
within and between countries and other times
not, it can weaken the national security of the
state in number of profound ways. Environmen-
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tal change can undermine the economic prosper-
ity which plays big role in country’s military ca-
pacity and material power. Environmental
security examines threats posed by environmen-
tal events and trends to individuals, communities
or nations. Due the natural calmited environ-
mental challenge is often posed to the country
as it happen “Amfan” in the coastel areas of
greater Khula and Barishal. Bangladesh Army
and Bangladesh Navy palyed a very significant
role in helping the people to warn, evacuate, pro-
viding food and repairing damaged dam and
houses.  

Education Sector
The school, colleges and universities are closed
due to COVID-19 since mid of March 2020. The
young students are very much vulnerable as they
can hardly maintain social distance when in
school. On the other hand, a continuation of the
academic calendar for students is very important
for their development of mental faculty not only
for passing the public exams but also to make
their base strong. Few of the public exams such
as HSC, O levels have also been postponed or
rescheduled to a later date still with uncertainty.
Though in most of the town based school and
other institutions virtual classes have started but
the fact remains that in the context of
Bangladesh, there are many students who cannot
afford to remain connected. Here, Army may
helps people with its integral communication
system or by providing manpower.

Food Security
Food security is related to production and mar-
keting and obtaining the appropriate price of the
same. Army at different stages of such require-
ments may assist the people for production ad
marketing agro products. Armed Forces were

employed for distribution of food like that of
VGF and other programmes.  

Diplomacy
To all activities to fight this corona war a strong
and effective diplomatic manoeuvre will be es-
sential.  During the Liberation War of 1971,
diplomacy paid a great dividend. In the present
crisis, also diplomacy can play a very important
role. Bangladesh has a large number of expatri-
ates who are one of the main sources of remit-
tance. But due to the ongoing Corona situation,
a large number have been sent back to
Bangladesh, which needs to be taken care of.
After the Corona situation, our garments sector
and other export-oriented industries/sector will
require to get back the markets. 

Recommendation
It is clearly understood that Coronavirus is going
to have a heavy toll from the world and the hu-
manity. Bangladesh will be no exception.
Though in comparison with other countries is re-
gards to the time frame the situation is still better
than worse. It no doubt it is going to keep its
deep scar in all sphere of the life. Besides, sac-
rificing lives from Covid-19 there will be
manypmore due to its resultant effects of eco-
nomic recession, lay offs of factories, mass dis- 
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missal from private sectors for cost cutting and
the least a possible famine as a result of this. As
has been discussed in this article Governemnts
requires ‘whole Governement’ efforts or all ele-
ments of national power as the on going crisis
or its after effects deserves no less than a “Na-
tional Emergency”. Followings aspects are rec-
ommended: 

All out efforts with the combination of all ele-
ments of national power will have to integrated. 

Healthcare facilities will have to be enhance . It
is evidently seen that the private sector medical
service were not very effective during the crsis.
Rather people of all classes had to depend on
Government Medical Hospitals and laboratories.
However, their facilities required massive over-
hauling and supports. 

Economic development is one of the many core
competences of the government. This has been
severly affected due to the Coronavirus crisis in-
cluding severly reduced remittances. As such
massive boostinig up will be required to make
up shortfall caused be the Corona crisis.  

To boost up the economy, a deliberate patroniza-
tion of agriculture will be require as a priority
sector. No place and no season should be spared
to reap the corps to contribute  to the economy. 

Education Sector has been quite deeply affected.
The examination of different levels may be over-
come by the students, But the void created by the
irregularities of academic classes are like to im-
pacts on the students overall intellectual basics. 

Diplomacy will play an important role for quick
recovery of our labour markets and for resolving
by bilateral issues including that of Rohingya. 

National security arises from any matters. Any
sectors if not addressed properly may come up
as a security issue for future. However, with bold

decision of the Governemtns of bagaldesh, Se-
curity issues have been well tied up. But it
should never be relaxed. Armed forces, espe-
cially has always proved to be one of the most
erliable tools for the Government to maintain the
national interests of the country. 

Conclusion
Bangladesh is fighting with Coronavirus like in
all other countries of the world. Though the sit-
uation had gone beyond the control in many de-
veloped countries but the situation in
Bangladesh is better than worse. Governments
all over the world are fighting this Coronavirus
with all-out effort with all their elements of Na-
tional Power. In a military or political setting,
the term “whole of government” usually refers
to the four instruments of national power that
countries use to promote and sustain their na-
tional security and grand-strategic interests.
Those elements are diplomatic, informational,
military, and economic — collectively known by
the abbreviation DIME. It is very natural that in
the case of any calamities or disaster the any
country will use all its elements of power is hand
fight it back, such as fighting with Corona. If we
try to define elements of power; Military is an
important part of it. Military in any country is
maintained over the years just to fight in the cru-
cial moments. The definition of war against Co-
rona deserved special definition as Humanitarian
Approach to the military deployment.
Bangladesh Army has so far performed much
higher than the expectation and will surely do
much more at the call of national duty which
otherwise they are oathboud to do.  

Brig Gen Md Mostafizur Rahman, hdmc,
afwc, psc, Ph.D, Comd, 46 Indep Inf Bde and In-
dependent Director, Dhaka Stock Exchange Ltd,
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka.









The Security World June 21, 202026

While former
US Defence
Secretary    Jim
Mattis an-
nounced the
name change of
U.S. Pacific
Command be
called Indo-Pa-
cific Command,

in the latest move to counter China in the region,
and, at the same time, as part of growing rela-
tionship with India, the important to note is what
he said,   he directed the name change in recog-
nition that “all nations large and small are essen-
tial to the region, in order to sustain stability in
ocean areas critical to global peace.”  So a small
country but with 8th largest population in the
world like Bangladesh must emphasize due im-
portance to the above statement. 

So, what we have in this region?  Why we are
not concern to North and South Atlantic Ocean
or its strategy despite having lots of drug traf-
ficking originating from Central America. Some
maritime security threats which are common to
all over the ocean; but some remarkable differ-
ences to this region which will not match with

other regions and perhaps the whole world is
worried about for which USA has embarked
upon Indo-Pacific Strategy or IPS and ramped
up its engagement with India and other demo-
cratic countries of Indo-Pacific.  

The predominant threat perception in this region,
most importantly and leading to traditional
threat, either limited or full scale war, are 
The increasing unconventional challenges, 
Hungry for regional forcefulness, and
No respect towards rule of law.

If we consider the statement of US Secretary,
Jim Mattis, where the apprehension lies is easy
to understand. Jawaharlal Nehru, the first prime
minister of India, once wrote that India was the
pivot around which the security in Asia would
be determined.    Historically India was sup-
posed to be at the pivot of Asian security, but
today, China has made the USA and other dem-
ocratic countries to embark on Indo-Pacific
Strategy to ensure security and freedom of nav-
igation in the Indo-Pacific Region. 

The Indo-Pacific region has been identified by
many in different ways. The Department of De-
fence, Indo-Pacific Strategy Report, June 2019
defines the region as “a vast globe from the
west coast of the United States to the western

The Indo-Pacific Strategy 
and its Ramification on 
Weaker Countries  
Commodore Kazi Emdadul Haq
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shores of India”. However, it doesn’t say any-
thing about upper and lower limit. Indian
Ocean is a major maritime trade route and also
the largest source of marine resources.  The
Indo-Pacific is a concentration of 60% of world
population and one third international trade;
stability of this region is obviously a great con-
cern to not only the littoral countries of this re-
gion but also to other developed nations, eg, the
document “France and Security in the Indo-Pa-
cific” says that any “crisis or conflict in this
area is likely to affect adversely the interests of
France as well as Europe’s”. So all developed
countries Europe, America, Australia along
with other democratic countries in Asia are in-
creasingly worried about the evolving security
threat of this region.  The present day’s mar-
itime concern clearly indicates the contempo-
rary hotspots of Indo-pacific are Korean
Peninsula, East China sea, The South China
Sea and Taiwan Strait; and most significantly,
the strategic maritime trade route Malacca

Strait is situated at the heart of Indo-Pacific. 

The vulnerability of Malacca Strait is supposed
to be concerned to all Indo-Pacific countries in-
cluding China. China very well knows her vul-
nerability, as such, China is desperate to
maintain connectivity with Indian Ocean
through Pakistan, Myanmar or Thailand.    Why
China attaches too much importance on this
issue that needs watchful study.   Chinese rela-
tions with her neighboring countries especially
in the Indo-Pacific region gives a very concern-
ing picture of China’s intention.    

China has made the South China Sea a zone of
tension by claiming most of its Islands making
enmity with almost all the ASEAN countries –
notably Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia,
Brunai, Indonesia, etc. Killing almost 130,
China occupied Paracel and Spratly Islands from
Vietnam.  In 2015, despite public pledge by
President Xi Jinping that “China does not intend
to pursue militarization” of the Spratly Islands,
China placed anti-ship cruise missile and long- 
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range surface-to-air missiles on the disputed
Spratly Islands in 2018.  Natuna/Riau Island has
started becoming maritime debacle over its
claim by both China and Indonesia. In mid Jan-
uary 2020, the President of Indonesia Joko
Widodo said, “There are no more debates. De
facto, de jure, Natuna is Indonesia,” Relation
with Taiwan is extremely bitter than ever.
China’s territorial claim over Senkaku Islands of
Japan made the Sino-Japan relation tense.  Al-
though relationship with South Korea is improv-
ing, in the past it was very much sour.  And we
all know that China fought war with India and
now in regional power competition.  

China by drawing nine dash lines in South China
Sea developed the dispute in her South and East
border but in the western front all remained rel-
atively quiet. The ASEAN countries including
Japan remained resolute over their right on the
overlapping claimed islands in the South China
Sea and East China Sea. All these activities by
China in the Indo-Pacific region don’t reflect
China’s respect towards rule of law and free and
open Indo-Pacific.

To resolve all these disputes, China is interested
in bilateral negotiation with each country but the
ASEAN countries are reluctant to seat with
China singularly, because they fear prescient
embrace of defeat.   Both Vietnam and The
Philippines sought international arbitration.
When the verdict delivered, China was not ready
to accept the decision of arbitration saying it was
“ill founded” and it will not be bound by it. Fear
lies here where dominant powers exercising
their muscles power instead of respecting rule of
law. China’s reason is the historic right over the
disputed islands in South China Sea. The historic
right puts any nation in strong contemplation
that after a century, a strong regional power may
have the opportunity to claim any island show-
ing historic right.

So what options left with smaller countries with
relatively weak military power. This puts the
weaker countries in conundrum in resolving the
matters with comparatively greater regional
power. The fact remains that despite the mar-
itime dispute, China and ASEAN countries have
strong economic relationship, both are comple-
ments to each other for their economic growth.
Despite irreconcilable differences over the claim
of islands in South China Sea, the trade volume
between china and ASEAN countries rose to
US$ 500 bn.  China embarked on multibillion
dollar project called Maritime Silk Road under
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), alluring all
weaker countries to join BRI initiative. USA is
not in a position to mobilize its giant companies
like the China can do for its BRI. Finding no
other options, weaker countries are compelled to
digest the prescription of China. Had there been
a better offer, the weaker countries might have
thought otherwise. The above argument is sup-
plemented by the statement of newly elected Sri
Lanka’s President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, in De-
cember 2019, warned India and Western nations
that Sri Lanka would be forced to seek more fi-
nance from China if they do not invest in the is-
land.

Most of the concerned countries like UK,
France, Australia, Japan  including ASEAN
countries are defining their IPS in their own ad-
vantages and that may not exactly the same as
contemplated by USA. Most notably ASEAN
countries are possibly in favour of inclusive
China but the quad countries are in somewhat
containing China where China has already been
termed as revisionist power. While ASEAN and
quad are supportive to Indo-Pacific concept, but
all are very careful in adopting the concept of
IPS. While ASEAN countries   making their own
Indo-Pacific policy, the containing china policy
in IPS may not be very suitable to ASEAN de-
spite their dichotomy. While quad and some
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other European nations like France and UK
would be making their own indo-pacific strategy
in line with USA ie exclusive China, ASEAN
and some other Bay of Bengal littorals might be
in the position of inclusive China.  In late Octo-
ber 2019, the withdrawal of India from China
led Regional Comprehensive Economic Coop-
eration (RCEP) indicates towards exclusiveness
of China in US lep. Australia is the biggest sup-
plier of coal and steel to china putting China the
largest trading partner of Australia, this puts
Australia in an odd situation while making Indo-
Pacific Strategy in line with quad concept ie ex-
clusive China. 

With her military valor, China has become dom-
inant maritime power in this region and has al-
ready achieved her maritime supremacy in and
around her region. Even USA is so apprehensive
about the military buildup in South China Sea
that    Commander of the United States Indo-Pa-

cific Command, Admiral Philip S. Davidson,
top US military official in the region, made re-
mark about Washington’s loosening grip in the
severely contested South China Sea. He said at
Senate Confirmation Hearing in May 2018
“China is now capable of controlling the South
China Sea in all scenarios, short of war with the
United States”. 

Securing the assertiveness to her immediate
maritime zone, China went for securing regional
assertiveness mainly in the Indian Ocean to en-
sure her economic interests. 

In 2015, White Paper of China says:
PLA Navy to become world class navy.
The vital interest is the Protection of Sea Lines
of Communication. 
Deployment of PLAN wherever Chinese inter-
ests exist. 

Let’s have a look where China developed her
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naval power and maritime infrastructure in In-
dian Ocean. 

In Myanmar, China has multibillion investment
in constructing deep sea port and  industrial park
at Kyaukpyu; China Myanmar Economic Corri-
dor (CMEC) a vital link of Xi’s Belt and Road
Initiative; The CMEC has included Oil and Gas
Pipeline and high-speed railway link, which will
support the improved highways of Myanmar’s
Northeastern Shan State that connects to China.
All these infrastructure will connect China to
Bay of Bengal through Kyaukpyu. 
China has been long trying to make Kra Canal
through Thailand as alternative to Malacca
Strait.
Hambantota Port of Sri Lanka is leased to China
for 99 years, raising worldwide criticism for put-
ting Sri Lanka in a debt trap. 
China is involved in making huge infrastructure
in Maldives. Maldives   owes 70% of its total
external debt to China. China and Maldives have

free trade agreement. It is also believed that
China is trying to make port facility in Gaadhoo
Island of Maldives. 

In Djibouti, China has been operating naval base
in Port of Doraleh,  since 2017, an strategic lo-
cation in Horn of Africa. Although, Djibouti has
allowed to use their land to USA and also to
France.  

Pakistan is an   all-weather tested friend to
China, China has built the port at Gwadar with
a purported plan to build naval base at Jiwani
near Gwadar and China is constructing China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) under Belt
and Road Initiative that aims to connect China
to Arabian Sea, subsequently to Indian Ocean.

The important point to note that the military de-
velopment in Indian Ocean by China has come
up within a short span of time, less than a
decade.   So to contain China’s rise, India had
been an alley to USA since long which was
clearly evident from the address by former US 
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secretary of state Rex Tillerson “Defining our re-
lationship with India for the next century” at
Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS), 18 Oct 2017. He said, “We need to col-
laborate with India to ensure that the Indo-Pa-
cific does not become a region of disorder,
conflict, and predatory economics.” USA and
her allies cooperated in all possible ways with
India to grow her naval power in Indian Ocean.

India has built up its naval and air bases in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. India also signed
a deal with Singapore allowing to use Changi
Naval Base.  India also finalized an agreement
to build a forward operating base on Assumption
Island in the Seychelles which will allow them
to monitor the Mozambique Channel too.    

USA extended its cooperation towards India by
signing a logistic agreement with India to use US
facilities in the Indian Ocean including Diego
Garcia by Indian Navy and Air Force in 2017. 

India also finalized an agreement with France
that will allow India to use Bases at Djibouti on
one end of Red Sea and also Reunion in the
southern Indian Ocean. 

India is going to invest in Iranian Chabahar Port,
near the entrance of Hormuz Strait, an important
oil trade route. And on other side, Duqm Port of
Oman, India also secured permission to use the
port facility for her Naval combatant. 

France is also maintaining sizable military
power in Indo-Pacific region – the size of the
armed forces is around 7000 in UAE, Djibouti,
Reunion, New Caledonia and French Polynesia. 

From the above picture it is evident that the In-
dian Ocean   has become a convergence of re-
gional power along with super powers and thus
became a contested region.   China’s alternative
connectivity route to Indian Ocean through Bay
of Bengal has made India worried due to China’s
proximity all around India. Also, littoral coun-

tries of Bay of Bengal are trying to maneuver in
between BRI and IPS.  However, the lessons of
South China Sea dispute and the military
buildup in the Indian Ocean are matter of con-
cern and discourse.

The conveniences extended by USA and France
towards India are a clear sign of Indo-Pacific al-
liance is gaining momentum in the region. On
the other hand China, along with her multibillion
MSR project alluring the Asian nations to join
in hands despite the fact remains known to these
countries that China remains forceful and intran-
sigence in asserting her influence in the region
on her maritime claim that would hamper the
freedom of navigation.

We understand the theory that strength will au-
tomatically neutralize some of the threat.  When
the regional power’s rivalry starts gaining mo-
mentum, the smaller littorals cannot be escaped
from the fallout of war remnant. The smaller
countries like Bangladesh or Sri Lanka, we
should be also aware of the importance of free
and open Indo-Pacific, but the onus has fallen to
regional powers, unless they ensure freedom of
operations according to UNCLOS, then other
super powers will come and intervene to ensure
the freedom of navigations operations. The fin-
ger has pointed to one country, so it is her re-
sponsibility to come out clean, to behave with
rational with the neighbours, it is her duty to
prove BRI is not a debt trap for weaker coun-
tries; it is her moral obligation to see that the
weak countries don’t fall into her predatory
economy as has been mentioned by US then-sec-
retary of State Rex Tillerson. 

Commodore Kazi Emdadul Haq, BSP, ndu,
psc, BN (retd) is Director General, Bangladesh
Institute of Maritime Research and Development
(BIMRAD).
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About a century ago, the Spanish Flu in-
fected over millions of people roughly
between January 1918 to December

1920. Over 50 million people are known to have
died, mostly in Europe and the United States.  It
was a difficult time. The allied powers were
fighting against the Axis Powers.

What was the explanation of this high mortality?
Scientists took over 90 years to offer an analysis
in 2007 that the viral infection was no more ag-
gressive than previous influenza strains. Instead,
malnourishment, overcrowded medical camps
and hospitals, and poor hygiene promoted bac-
terial superinfection. This superinfection killed

Asian Century versus the 
International Reaction 
to Coronavirus
Waliur Rahman
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most of the victims, typically after a somewhat
prolonged death bed.

Other epidemics like HIV, SARS, Ebola have
come and gone. The present outbreak of CORO-
NAVIRUS in China has come all too suddenly.
China, the 21st century technological super-
power, has taken all necessary measures to iden-
tify the genes/ DNA and contain the spread of
the disease. I have no doubt that China, the fore-
runner in AI and 5G will overcome the crisis.

During the Spanish Flu Pandemic, communica-
tions were not stopped between and amongst the
countries fighting the war afflicted by the Span-
ish Flu. No country is known to have shut down
communications with each other.

In the case of coronavirus, many feel discon-
certed. President Xi Jinping is dismayed at the
lack of response from the Western powers. Re-
cently President Xi had a telephone communi-
cation with President Donald Trump. Even till
today, the other Western countries seem to be
non-responsive. There is a sense that, ‘here is an
opportunity to chain in the Asian Superpower!’

Many of us feel sick to read what Walter Russell
Mead et al called “China is the real sick man of
Asia” published in the Wall Street Journal!
Chang Jun of the China Daily rightly drew at-
tention of the International Community – “the
expression in WSJ is also resented by the Chi-
nese, whose country has suffered from past for-
eign invasions. Worse, the sarcasm, prejudice
and bias expressed are exorbitant”

As Shashi Tharoor has said ‘how the US has
started Trade War harming the entire world’. The
main focus in how to stop China – the Asian Su-
perpower challenging the west.

The Western countries are unhappy with the suc-
cess of the BRI. They forget that BRI is showing
light to millions – the light of development, bet-
ter life, better opportunity, better education and

better GDP. The bogey of debt-trap is, to a large
extent, created by the Western Powers. West
does not have capital and technology to spare –
China has.

Professor Rehman Sobhan rightly said, “with
both India and Japan as full partners in the BRI,
such a pan-Asian grouping could once again
recreate a bipolar global order which remains es-
sential to the peace and prosperity of the 21st
century.”

But the West is not convinced; they want to push
China back. This is because China, an Asian
country, is developing faster than the west. It is
the colonial mindset that cannot accept Chinese
development.

What the West did in the centuries past still tick-
les their romantic nostalgia. They used their
colonial tools to benefit them. As the British bru-
tally suppressed the first war of Independence of
India in 1857, they also invaded China in the
1840s. the Opium Wars no doubt wounded
China, but the British could not defeat them.

India was looted by the British through various
means: desecration of the Queen of Oudh, mas-
sacres of Jallianwala Bagh, inhuman torture on
the Bengali peasants, murdering them, cutting
their fingers to force indigo plantation, growing
of Indigo under duress, to be exported to China!
And last but not the least, by artificial creation
of famines in 1770, 1780 and 1943 – in Bengal
– so much for their hatred against the recalcitrant
Bengalese! That kept the huge colony in thrall-
dom. John Strachey, War Minister in the British
Labour government gave an example, while cit-
ing example about corruption, how the colonial
power impoverished the Indian subcontinent. In
his book “The End of Empire” in 1959 he said
about Bengal: Lord Clive, in an effort to lessen
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the rampant corruption of the East India Com-
pany officials, legalised their right to private
trade even though they were paid servants.
Every officer got his share strictly according to
seniority –a colonel got £ 7000 a year, a major £
2000 (about £ 90,000 and £ 40,000 in present
day value). ‘Drawing on nearly two centuries of
detailed data on tax and trade, Utsa Patnaik in
his book A Theory of Imperialism calculated that
Britain drained a total of nearly $45 trillion from
India during the period 1765 to 1938. It's a stag-
gering sum. For perspective, $45 trillion is 17
times more than the total annual gross domestic
product of the United Kingdom today.’

The British also put its long hand on China – two
opium wars and an unequal Treaty.

History has decidedly a sense of paradox al bit
of a different kind: The British exported the
opium to China grown in Bengal!

The US imposed Monroe doctrine. Africa was
occupied by France, Germany, Portugal, Bel-
gium and Italy, and the Philippines by the US.
The nostalgia of those crimson days are still
haunting them – they are not yet ready to admit
their inhuman exploitation of the colonies.

There was no United Nations nor was there any
modern tools in the hands of the Colonies, be it
India, China, Africa or Latin America. The colo-
nial powers had hay days.

In real GDP terms, Asia’s share was 34 percent
in 2017, and is expected to hit 46 percent by
2040. The GDP of China in 2019 estimate at
Purchasing power parity (PPP) was $27.309 tril-
lion, while that of the United States is $21.439
trillion. China is a major driver there. India is
catching up as a major power. BRICS are not far

behind. The slowing trend of Chinese economy
will mostly impact on the development of Asian
countries – the ultimate goal of the West, coro-
navirus is just a pretense. The west also will suf-
fer. China is the workshop of the planet. The
west is already in a crunch because of shortage
of spares!

The pretense of the crisis is being used as an ar-
gument by the west for shifting supply lines
from China to elsewhere. This is contradictory
with International Law. The International Law
rather asks for support and cooperation in case
of human crisis and health emergency. Accord-
ing to the International Health Regulations
(IHR) (2005) of World Health Organization
(WHO), countries should work together (a) to
save lives and livelihoods endangered by the in-
ternational spread of diseases and other health
risks and (b) to avoid unnecessary interference
with international trade and travel. In the situa-
tion Chinese authority declared what as ‘major
test of China’s system and capacity for gover-
nance’ and WHO defined as “global health
emergency” of our new era, the big powers
should not show their apathy towards the crisis.

On Jan 30 in Geneva, WHO Director General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus addressed the
global media on the outbreak after returning
from China, where he met with Chinese leaders.
He said, ‘China deserves the international com-
munity's gratitude and respect for having taken
very serious measures to contain the new coro-
navirus outbreak and prevent its spread over-
seas’.

"China has been completely committed to trans-
parency, both internally and externally, and has
agreed to work with other countries that need
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support," Tedros
said. "I will praise
China again and
again, because its ac-
tions actually helped
in reducing the
spread of the novel
coronavirus to other
countries. …We
shall tell the truth,
and that's the truth."

China will overcome
the crisis. The viral
DNA signature is being determined and pub-
lished in record time. Health officials are racing
to develop treatments and testing methods for
the virus. Meanwhile, Wuhan launched an emer-
gency test laboratory. The Huo Yan Laboratory
is designed to handle 10,000 samples each day
to detect the virus.

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said, “the
open, transparent and cooperative manner and
the forceful and effective measures the Chinese
government has adopted are admirable”. Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said,
‘China’s anti-epidemic efforts will soon take ef-
fect and I am confident in China’s ability to win
the battle against the epidemic’.

China needs global support for quick recovery.
The support should come from the Western
Powers. The Asian countries should be the fore-
runner in extending their helping hand to China
as they will be the first victim next to China.

Malaysia is sending Medical Team to China.
Like Mahathir Mohamad of Malaysia, Japan is

sending medical team and other support system
to China. Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen
is visiting Wuhan to show solidarity with the
people of China. Turkey has sent a big supply of
medical goods. It should be followed by others.

Bangladesh and China have an excellent relation-
ship. Look at the Padma Bridge. While the World
Bank folded up, China extended her helping hand.
Today, the dream of Padma bridge, the dream of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has come true. It is
now a reality. A friend in need is a friend indeed.
Bangladesh should stand by the people of China.
We can, as show of support, send a small medical
team. It is not what we send: it’s a gesture of
friendship. It is not China’s problem. It could be-
come our problem tomorrow. To a cognoscenti,
the Western overreaction to coronavirus is more
dangerous than the virus itself.

Waliur Rahman is an Ambassador, Former Sec-
retary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Chairman
of Bangladesh Heritage Foundation and Author
and Researcher.
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I recall that on my
very first visit to
Pakistan in De-
cember 1995
(nearly twenty-five
years after I had
left it in July
1971), as part of a
group of journal-
ists at a conference
organized by the

South Asian Media Association (SAMA), the
general manager of the IFIC branch in Lahore ac-
quainted us with how he had once rebuffed Rao
Farman Ali. Apparently the man reviled for plan-
ning the killing of Bengali intellectuals had once
come to the IFIC bank, ostensibly to open an ac-
count. The general manager, a proper Bengali
and a freedom fighter to boot, made him sit down
but did not shake hands with him. “I had no wish
to touch his blood-stained hand,” he told us.
Farman Ali clearly did not relish the rebuff,
much though he tried to be friendly with the gen-
eral manager. He left, with a form for an account
to be opened, promising to return. He never did.
Rao Farman Ali, who was a prisoner of war in
India after the 1971 war, was later to serve as a
minister in General Ziaul Haq’s regime. He died

in January 2004.
On a PIA flight from Karachi to Lahore years
ago, I became acquainted with a retired Pakistani
brigadier named A.R. Siddiqi. He seemed to be
a proper gentleman and explained to me that
back in 1971 he had been in charge of Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR). Siddik
Salik, he told me, was his subordinate in Dhaka.
Brigadier Siddiqi told me of the shock he went
through when the Pakistan army launched its
genocide, for he had been in Dhaka when Oper-
ation Searchlight was launched. “I am writing
my account of the war,” Siddiqi told me. I asked
him if he meant to reveal everything in his book.
He promised he would. I am glad to report that
when the book, ‘East Pakistan: The Endgame:
An Onlooker’s Journal 1969-1971’, appeared
some years later, Siddiqi kept his promise. His
account of the crisis, especially of the early days
of Operation Searchlight, was riveting. It is one
of the few objective books to have come out of
Pakistan from a Pakistani who was part of the
military establishment in 1971.

I have not met Brigadier Siddiqi after that con-
versation on the Karachi-Lahore flight. But
years earlier, I did have an opportunity to come
across Brigadier Siddik Salik, the writer of the
acclaimed book Witness to Surrender, when he

Those Pakistanis  … in 1971 
and Later

Syed Badrul Ahsan
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accompanied General Ziaul
Haq to the first SAARC summit
in Dhaka in December 1985.
He spoke fondly, as he said
(though I detected a certain
cynicism in him) of his time in
Dhaka throughout the war. I
asked him what difference he
noticed between 1971 and
1985. His glib reply was: “Peo-
ple here are poorer than be-
fore.” In other words, Pakistan
was good, Bangladesh was not.
I decided I did not want to get
into a quarrel with him and fo-
cused on General Ziaul Haq and
Sahibzada Yaqub Khan, the two
men sitting on my right.
Siddik Salik was taken prisoner
on 16 December 1971 and spent
nearly three years in a PoW
camp in India before returning
to Pakistan with his fellow pris-
oners. He perished in the air
crash that killed General Ziaul
Haq, a number of senior mili-
tary officers and the American
ambassador to Pakistan in Au-
gust 1988. Sahibzada Yaqub
Khan, who had resigned in
March 1971 rather than initiate
a military operation against
Bengalis, subsequently became
ambassador to the United States and, under Ziaul
Haq, served as Pakistan’s foreign minister. It
was a position he retained in Benazir Bhutto’s
first government. He died in January 2016.

Khadim Hussain Raja, the general who was told
by Tikka Khan early on the morning of 25
March, “Khadim, it is tonight,” went into full-
scale action against Bengalis as midnight drew
near. Over the next couple of weeks, his soldiers

fanned out all across Dhaka and then beyond it,
shooting everyone they came across. Once the
initial phase of the pogrom was done, Raja was
transferred to West Pakistan, where he was given
a fresh command. He did not return to Dhaka
and therefore was lucky enough to avoid being
a PoW. After his retirement from the army, he
jotted down his recollections of the war in
Bangladesh, leaving his family with instructions 



A.A.K. Niazi

Tikka Khan Yahya Khan

Khadim Hussain Raja
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that they should not be pub-
lished in his lifetime. It was
only after his death that his
book, titled ‘A Stranger in My
Own Country: East Pakistan
1969-1971’, hit the stands. He
died in 1999.

General Tikka Khan, who in his
career earned the dubious dis-
tinction of being known as the
Butcher of Baluchistan and then
as the Butcher of Bangladesh,
remained unconcerned by any
questions about his role in the
killing of Bengalis. After serv-
ing as governor and martial law administrator
(the latter position till April 1971) of East Pak-
istan, he left for West Pakistan in September
1971 to take over as a corps commander. Under
Z.A. Bhutto, he became Pakistan’s chief of army
staff and on his retirement joined the Pakistan
People’s Party. He served as secretary general of
the party as well as governor of the Punjab. He
died of old age ailments in March 2002.

Lieutenant General Amir Abdullah Khan Niazi
took over as martial law administrator, East Pak-
istan, in April 1971 and continued in that posi-
tion till he signed the document of the Pakistan
army’s surrender to Indo-Bangladesh forces in
December of the year. After spending three years
as a prisoner of war in India, he returned home
to a bad reception. He was stripped of his rank
and excoriated for surrendering in Dhaka. He
later went into politics by joining the Jamiat-e-
Ulema-e-Pakistan, but could not make much
headway. He died in February 2004.
General Agha Mohammad Yahya Khan, who as
president of Pakistan and chief martial law ad-
ministrator, ordered military operations against

Bengalis in March 1971, presided over the
break-up of the country nine months later. Com-
pelled to hand over power to Pakistan People’s
Party chairman Zulfikar Ali Bhutto on 20 De-
cember 1971, he spent the entire period of the
Bhutto dispensation in house arrest. It was only
when General Ziaul Haq overthrew Bhutto in
July 1977 that Yahya Khan was freed from con-
finement. He died, in disgrace, in August 1980.

And then there is the fate of the conspiratorial
and inordinately ambitious Bhutto himself. With
East Pakistan turning into Bangladesh, Bhutto
became president by default of what remained
of Pakistan. With the enactment of a new con-
stitution for Pakistan in August 1973, he took
over as prime minister under a parliamentary
form of government. Overthrown by the army
after a long period of violence following rigged
elections in March 1977, he was executed on
conviction for murder in April 1979.
Thus the stories of all those Pakistanis who were
involved in the history of 1971. 

Syed Badrul Ahsan, eminent journalist, columnist
and writer.
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In order to recognize extraordinary people for
their great achievements in different fields
are being rewarded in glittering and glam-

orous ceremonies everywhere in the world by
the respective governments and organizations.
Bangladesh also does to recognize those great
individuals for their extraordinary acts of self-
lessness. In Bangladesh we have innumerable
unsung hero and heroines who are involve in
great selflessness acts to make the life of others
better by dint of their knowledge, strive, perse-
verance and strong determination.
MA Kashem, a living legend in our society has
been spotted by the government and renowned
organizations as an extraordinary unsung hero. 
Mr. Kashem hails from Feni in an aristocratic
family of Sir AF Rahman, one of the founders
of Dhaka University has impressed by his enthu-
siasm, dedication, innovation, acquiring and
spreading knowledge, and his kindness. 
He was one of the past Presidents of the Feder-
ation of Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (FBCCI). The present office of
FBCCI was his unique contribution to the his-
tory of this apex business body of the country.
A visionary and forward looking genius person
MA Kashem conceived the idea to enlighten our
society by establishing private university and
private banking practice. 

He was the founder of Bangladesh’s first private
university North-South University. It is the num-
ber one private university in the country and has
earned reputation at home and abroad. At present
the university is providing world class education
to almost 22000 students.

MA Kashem is
also the
founder of
Bangladesh’s
first private
bank National
Bank Ltd. The
farsighted en-
trepreneur later
established an-
other reputed
bank South
East Bank Ltd. 
A keen golfer,

MA Kashem is involved with a lot of social and
educational institution like Birdem, Hamdard,
Anjuman Mofidul Islam, Rotary Bangladesh, Ja-
hangirnagar University, Open University etc.
He has established state of the art non-profit 50
bed hospital in the name of his disappeared son
Tareque Memorial Hospital in his village home
Feni.
His contribution was also recognized by the
government and the society. He received the

M.A. Kashem: A Pride of Bangladesh

Rabb Majumder

M. A. Kashem
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"President Export Trophy", "C R Das Gold
Medal" and the honor of Long Term and High
Tax Payer-2011 honor in recognition to his con-
tribution to industry, trade and the economy as
a whole.   
An interview of MA Kashem was published in
a book on “MA Kashem: A Living Legend”.
This book is not simply a book of biography; it's
actually the story of both a social and a business
development of the country. The interview was
taken by Sameya Priom. Here we are publishing
excerpts of the interview: 

Interview
Q. As I understand, Since from your childhood
you wanted to be a successful businessman.
True, people have different ambitions in life, but
does it not sound a little out of the way that a
young boy will aspire to be an established busi-
nessman in life? What in your opinions is the
propel of a successful businessman? 
Ans. Well, I spent my childhood in Kolkata,
Chittagong, and Dhaka. During this time, I really
went through many hard times as I belonged to
a respected middle-class family. My elder
brother, who was a government officer, always
encouraged me to be a businessman. There was
a legitimate reason behind it. During the time,
Bangladeshis were not doing well in business
like Pakistanis. They were Way more practical
and competent in doing business than us. Real-
izing the fact that the then East Pakistan needed
skilled businessman, my elder brother encour-
aged me to become one. I took his suggestion
and became interested to be a successful busi-
nessman. I also realized that by becoming a busi-
nessman, I’d be able to maintain the expenses of
my huge family that I might not be able to main-
tain if I became a public servant. Considering all
those facts, gradually I aspired to be a prominent
entrepreneur of my country.

Today I established industries, founded a bank and
a renowned university of this country. I’m affiliated
with philanthropic Works too. I’m an active Rotar-
ian, and in my home district, I’ve established nu-
merous schools, mosque and madrasas for the
betterment of the people of my home district. In
memory of my beloved son, I have also established
a hospital named, “Tareque Memorial Hospital” in
my home district and that is also providing modern
treatment to the people in a remote place. 
I’m also a founder of a bank (South East Bank)
that secured 2nd position among all prominent
banks of the country and the first (North South
University) and one of the most eminent universi-
ties of the country, as I have already mentioned
earlier. Government is getting huge revenue from
the institutions I founded, established and nurtured
like my own children. I certainly believe that I’m
contributing to the advancement of my country by 



MA Kashem presenting a crest to Dean Michael J. Klag of the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health after a 

successful collaboration meeting between the two institutions.
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creating employment in my eminent institutions
and also by paying income taxes to the govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.
Q. What in your opinion are the obstacles that
an honest man/woman may encounter in build-
ing up himself or herself as a business person? 
Ans. To be honest, it is hard to be a successful
entrepreneur in a country where, of course With
many exceptions, people are more or less prone
to corruption. Our country is densely populated
and it lacks necessary infrastructure, which is
crucial, and a sort of pre-requisite to set-up any
organization. One more thing I would like to
point out is that women comprise the half of our
population and they do contribute to the devel-
opment of a nation. I strongly believe that the
lives of businesswomen, should have access to
education, healthcare, and all types of credits;
they must have the basic legal and human rights
so they can participate fully in the political life
of our country. Indeed women do matter in the
economic and political progress of our country.
Women entrepreneurs should be given even
more opportunities than their male counterparts
to step further ahead. 
Q. In the recent time, businessmen and women
are eager to come to politics while retaining their
ties with their business concern. In fact, more
than two-third of the National Parliament com-
prises big businessmen and women. What is
your opinion about this situation? In what ways
does it harm or benefit the country? Ans. It is,
noticeable that now-a-days many businessmen
are seen taking active part in politics. I certainly
believe that they are benefitting our nation’s pol-
itics and they are benefitting national trade and
commerce too. Since they are also the part of the
current political party that is in power, they are
getting better opportunity to represent their in-
stitutions overseas and therefore, contributing to
the advancement of the nation. 

Q. What do you think about the state of affairs
in business in Bangladesh today? Where do you
see Bangladesh fifty years from now? 
Ans. Bangladesh is progressing and I suppose
within a decade, it will reach the peak of success.
The current prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
daughter of the father of the nation, Bangob-
andhu Sheikh Mujib has already introduced
many profitable projects like the establishment
of new power station to improve the shortage of
electricity; flyovers to improve road communi-
cation; and the most important project called
“Padma Bridge” and “metro rail” to reduce the
existing traffic crisis in the capital. I’m confident
that within a decade or may be less than a decade
we shall be able to compare our country with
any developed country of the world. 
Q. After a tenacious struggle, you have achieved
this success in life. You are a self-made person.
The younger generation of businessmen and
women would love to hear some words of inspi-
ration from you. What will you say to them? 
Ans. Well, there is no shortcut to success. To be
a successful businessman, one should be honest,
hardworking, intelligent, competent and devoted
to his or her work. I had always been confident
to take new challenges. I faced innumerable ob-
stacles on my way to success; however, I dealt
with them with tenacity and gradually I reached
the pinnacle of fame and success. Fate never be-
trays a person who has a real record of being
able to deliver progress. People who aspire to be
a successful entrepreneur must be ready to take
new challenges and they should have the
courage to nail it, I suppose.  
MA Kashem is one of the handful of outstanding
citizens who become living legend in
Bangladesh. He is known as an institution and a
much-loved and respected figure in the business
and education sectors in our country. g
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Since the begin-
ning of nineties,
trade liberaliza-
tion and market
based economic
policy, paved the
way for the
Bang ladesh’s
private sector to
lead the country
from the fore-
front. Although

ready made garment (RMG) industry generated
maximum employment and still dominates the
export basket, the white-collar corporate jobs are
mainly in the areas of Telco, fast moving con-
sumer goods, pharmaceutical and the financial
sector, thanks to the mushroom growth of banks
and leasing companies. 
But the scenario seems not remained healthy as
we used to see fifteen years ago. During those
days, big conglomerates, financial institutions,
Telco Companies and many others used to an-
nounce robust hiring plans. Campus placements
used to see recruiters making eye-propping of-
fers. In recent months situation appears not so
conducive for the businesses.  
When the government doubled or tripled the
salaries and fringe benefits of its staff, the pri-

vate sector found the situation difficult to cope
with. Almost for a decade, the salaries in the pri-
vate sector (except a few exceptions) remained
unchanged. Moreover, many private establish-
ments went for ruthless shedding of jobs to re-
main profitable or to sustain.  
Job security is now the biggest concern of the
people in media, in the financial sector, in the
telco establishments and all other major sectors.
Employers say, the situation is not so good as it
was in the late nineties and middle of twenties.
Both global and local contexts contributed to
this change. And when the scenario is like this,
over 500,000 Indians and Sri Lankans occupied
top positions in the private sector in Bangladesh
with huge salaries and benefits.
Employers say, they are bound to employ foreign
nationals as local employees lack the requisite
skills. Here lies the answer to the question of job
security and the insecurity. One of the key factors
is that our people are not learning new skills. As
computer software system needs to be updated,
an employee needs to continuously upskill him or
herself to stay relevant. People who fail to adapt
in the changing scenario easily become vulnera-
ble. It is not to handle the present condition of
services, but very important to show the manage-
ment that they can handle the future needs of the
workplace too. An employee needs to acquire a

Job security and 
insecurity 
Syed Ishtiaque Reza
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niche or useful skill to secure his/her job. 

Another area of job insecurity is failing to work
in a team. Interpersonal skill is highly important
in a workplace. Even the most brilliant one or
the best performer cannot survive in a corporate
world without a team mentality. One has to get
along well with co-workers. A friendly em-
ployee is always preferred by the office even if
he is not so competent. 
Some people are workaholic, some are modest.
It is up to the employees to decide what speed
they would maintain. If someone does less work
than the last year, the management is certain to
become worry. This raises the chance of insecu-
rity as the top bosses can think that this individ-
ual is not really required. If there is doubt about
performance, one has to change the perception
by becoming pro-active to secure the job. 
Private job is all about company profit and loss.
It is not only the responsibility of the sales team
to contribute to the company’s bottom line, but
also the duty of other employees to earn their
salaries in their own ways. One’s salary incre-
ment shows how much the company loves him. 
Job security is ensured when one employee’s
opinions and ideas matter in an organization. It
is great if the office bosses consult an employee

to get suggestions to improve businesses. If
someone is sidelined, the employee must try to
know why this has happened. 
These are all suggestions. But the reality is that
private sector professionals are looking for job
security now more than ever as the job crisis is
looming large. The situation is so grave that pri-
vate employees think that job security is more
important than other factors such as salary and
perks. 
The wave of uncertainty in the private sector
raised the love for government jobs. Even the
highly educated youths look for even non-officer
positions if those are in the government offices.
The security and comfort of government jobs
hold appeal for our young generations. Although
still markets dominate the economy, the govern-
ment is one of the country’s most coveted em-
ployers. 
Job insecurity is a nightmare for the private sec-
tor employees in Bangladesh. To help the econ-
omy grow in a healthy way, it is the time for the
policy makers, the political leadership to do
something to bring back the confidence in the
private sector. 

Syed Ishtiaque Reza is the Editor in Chief of
GTV and sarabangla.net 
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The words Digital Bangladesh were
unknown in Bangladesh’s lexicon
until 12 December 2008.  

But they got traction when Sheikh Hasina,
as the leader of the opposition, unveiled on
12th December 2008 her Vision 2021 that
enshrined Digital Bangladesh to establish a
knowledge-based society. The people of
Bangladesh became more familiar with these
words when Sheikh Hasina assumed power
and included Digital Bangladesh in the pri-

ority list of her overall developmental
agenda and started work in right earnest to-
wards its implementation. 
Bangladesh is lucky to have a reputed ICT
expert Sajeeb Wazed Joy as the ICT Affairs
Adviser to the Prime Minister who is playing
a major role in promoting the ICT sector as
the next growth engine for Bangladesh.
Since 2009, he has been supervising and
monitoring the various initiatives taken in
line with Digital Bangladesh aimed at foster-

Bangladesh’s Journey towards
Digital Transformation
Ajit Kumar Sarkar
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ing the development process ensuring ICT
sector’s contribution in the growth which
would be the beacon on the march towards
achieving the status of a middle-income
country. 
Eleven years have been elapsed since the
country embarked on the journey towards
digital literacy. Bangladesh witnessed
tremendous growth in the ICT sector during
the period. 
Bangladesh has a market of 170 million peo-
ple, where consumer spending is around
$130 billion plus and growing at 6 percent
annually. The mobile phone subscribers and
internet users have increased substantially in
the country. According to Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory Commission
(BTRC), the total number of active mobile
phone subscribers stood at 166.4 million till
end of 2019, which means over 98 percent
of Bangladesh population has mobile con-
nections. The fact is: only 12 countries in the
world have more than 100 million active
subscribers. Bangladesh has surpassed 100
million mark three years back. The number
of internet users has reached to over 100 mil-
lion till August 2019 and of them 84.6 mil-
lion access the worldwide web on mobile
phone. The launch of 3G network in 2013
and 4G in February 2018 is the main cause
of growing demand for mobile phone and in-
ternet as well as increase of digital savvy
consumers.
From the very beginning of its journey to-
wards Digital Bangladesh the government
put emphasized on sustainable ICT industry
growth. It sets the target of achieving $5 bil-
lion ICT export and reaching the number of
IT professionals up to 2 million by 2021.
Keeping this in mind the government under-

took massive technology-driven actions for
building the necessary infrastructure and
connectivity for the ICT sector, providing
policy support and creating a skilled work-
force. 
The government took initiative to build 28
IT parks across the country. Of them one Hi-
Tech Park and two software technology
parks have been completed so far and the
construction of the remaining IT parks are
going on full swing. One of the core objec-
tives of this initiatives is to make Bangladesh
a destination for global manufacturing and
services and boost ICT export. A world-class
business environment has been created for
local and foreign investors in the newly built
Bangabandhu Hi-Tech City at Kaliakoir,
Sheikh Hasina Software Technology Park in
Jessore and Software Technology Park at
Janata Tower. 
Investors are provided with a host of bene-
fits, such as income tax (IT) exemption for
10 years, dividend tax exemption and duty
exemption on exports. The government has
introduced incentives exclusively for the
high-tech industry players, including re-
duced import duties for raw materials and
initiated a series of policy changes that al-
lows organizations to set up production bases
in Bangladesh, with an intention to cater to
the domestic and regional demand of neigh-
boring countries, such as Bhutan, India,
Myanmar and Nepal. Enjoying the facilities
offered by the government multiple local and
international players are operating in
Bangladesh. Significant among them are
Symphony, Samsung, Huawei Technologies,
Transsion Holdings and Walton. They com-
bine to hold 53.2 percent of the smartphone
market share. 
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Besides, 40 local and international firms
have already been allocated land to invest re-
spectively in the Bangabandhu Hi-Tech City,
Sheikh Hasina Software Technology Park in
Jessore and Software Technology Park at
Janata Tower. Most of the firms have started
business in these parks. The government has
also allowed five private companies -Accen-
ture, Augmedix, Digicon, Technologies,
Bangladesh-Japan IT and Kazi IT— to set up
their own Software Technology Parks. They
will also enjoy additional benefits from the
government. 
The ICT export saw a robust growth in the
last 10 years due to the government’s various
actions including policy support. The ICT
export increased to $800 million in 2018
against only $26 million in 2008.
Developing ICT backbone is the key to Dig-
ital Bangladesh transformation. The govern-
ment has undertaken initiatives to build ICT
infrastructure and establish connectivity up
to rural area of the country. It launched a sec-
ond submarine cable connection for com-
mercial use, making another stride in
ensuring uninterrupted internet connectivity
and boosting online-based business. This
cable has the capacity of 1600 Gigabits per
second. After districts and upazilas all unions
are being brought under broadband connec-
tivity through establishing optical fiber cable
lines by 2019. Even the 772 unions situated
at the remotest areas of the country will bring
under high-speed internet connectivity using
Bangabandhu Satellite-1 (BS-1) based
broadband connectivity.   
Some 20,734 government offices have been
brought under the same network by estab-
lishing connectivity. This initiative has sent
a vital message about changing the mindset

within the government to embrace ICT as a
powerful enabler for the nation’s socioeco-
nomic transformation. 
Digitization of various services has brought
a revolutionary change in the cumbersome
method of service delivery system of the
past. The government has offered IT-enabled
services to fit with citizens’ requirement
aimed at building a people-centric, inclusive
and development- oriented Digital
Bangladesh. Launching of 9,224 Digital
Centers to provide information services,
Jatiyo Tathyabatyan, the largest- ever portal
of 25,000 websites including all government
offices, smart National ID for 90 million vot-
ers, the e-Purjee through mobile SMS at all
sugar mills, telemedicine centers to provide
healthcare, online admission into the educa-
tional institutions and e-agriculture centers
to provide agri-info and services are some of
initiatives that have reached services to the
doorstep of the people. 
Only 24 percent of Bangladesh’s adult popu-
lation enjoyed banking services. The mobile
banking has brought the unbanked adult pop-
ulation especially the people of rural areas.
Over 50 million mobile phone accounts trans-
acted Taka 10 billion (BDT 1000 crore) every
day. At present, mobile applications (mobile
apps) are a popular platform for availing serv-
ices. The government has developed mobile
apps of its various services to ensure people’s
easy access to information. The ride sharing
apps developed by the private sector have be-
come popular in the country. Pathao, one of
ride sharing apps registered one lakh motor-
cycles to ride passengers. 
The government has set up Bangladesh Na-
tional Architecture (BNDA) to get govern-
ment’s information and data from a single
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platform and make the information interop-
erable. It has also established BGD-eGov
CIRT to check fast-growing cybercrimes. 
With 65 percent of the population younger
than 35 years of age, Bangladesh has the ad-
vantage of an adequate labor pool that can
help drive ICT sector. It fixed the target of
creating 2 million IT professionals by 2021.
Since 2009, it took various projects and pro-
grammes to provide quality training to the
youngsters to achieve the target. Specialized
labs were set up to create high-skilled IT pro-
fessionals. Over 0.5 million skilled human
resources have so far been created through
providing IT training. The country has also
introduced ICT as compulsory education at
secondary education level.  
Bangladesh has become one of the top des-
tinations for freelance online work outshin-
ing many countries of the world. oDesk
Corp, a US-based leading marketplace for
companies and online workers, ranked
Dhaka third among global cities where on-
line jobs are outsourced from the West. The
World Bank in its report titled: `Global De-
velopment Report 2019: The Changing Na-
ture of Work’ said 15 percent (or about 0.65
million) of the total online workforce is from
Bangladesh. 
The country has also moved up by four steps
in Global Service Location Index of the US-
based research and consulting firm AT Kear-
ney buoyed by the successes in IT
outsourcing, back office or off-shoring busi-
ness processing outsourcing, voice service.
It moved up to the 22nd position this year
from the 26th in 2014. AT Kearney has in its
new research paper identified Bangladesh
among the top outsourcing destinations.   
Bangladesh has also moved nine notches up

to rank 115th in 2018 among 193 countries in
the global e-government index of the United
Nations. The UN’s Department of Economic
and Social Affairs recently-released the E-
Government Survey 2018 that also showed
that Bangladesh scored 0.4862 in the e-gov-
ernment development index (EGDE).
The world is changing at a tremendous pace
and the tool for changing the world is Infor-
mation Technology. To keep Bangladesh on
this track, the government under the vision-
ary and time-befitting leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has achieved notice-
able progress towards the implementation of
Digital Bangladesh in the last 10 years. This
development and progress have grabbed the
attention of the international community.
The country has won some prestigious inter-
national awards including South-South
Award of the UN, `South-South Cooperation
Visionary Award, World Summit on Infor-
mation Society prize, Global ICT Excellence
Award, ‘ICT Education Award, `E-Asia
Award, Open Group President Award-2018,
ASSOCIO Digital Award, Global Mobile-
Gov Award due to its outstanding contribu-
tion to the ICT sector. 
The Digital Bangladesh is no longer a
pipedream. It’s a reality. Bangladesh is con-
fidently marching towards full digital con-
nectivity and coverage that will transform
the country by 2021, the year that coincides
with the landmark of 50 years of independ-
ence. There could not be a better gift than
something which touches the lives of the
people across the economic spectrum and
gives a huge leg-up to their welfare. 

Ajit Kumar Sarkar is a senior journalist
and former City Editor of BSS.
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In these days, it is
with the deepest of
gratitude that our
entire nation cele-
brate the 130th
birthday of Presi-
dent Ho Chi Minh,
our beloved leader,
hero of national
liberation, and
great man of cul-

ture. Viet Nam's diplomatic service is honored
and proud to have President Ho Chi Minh as its
first foreign minister. An ingenious leader, an ex-
traordinary diplomat and founder of the modern
Vietnamese diplomacy, Uncle Ho guided the
Vietnamese diplomacy through countless adver-
sities to play its part in reclaiming national in-
dependence, freedom and reunification. He
bequeathed to the modern Vietnamese diplo-
macy his Diplomatic Thought – a unique diplo-
matic philosophy rooted in the Vietnamese
patriotism and culture, enriched by his immense
store of knowledge both East and West, and im-

bued with his tenacity and wealth of experience
over decades of revolutionary activism.

The Ho Chi Minh Diplomatic Thought com-
prises diplomatic principles, elements, ap-
proaches, style and arts. He stood for the
fundamental rights of nations to sovereignty and
territorial integrity, pursued the dual target of na-
tional independence and socialism, and fought
for national reunification, peace, and stood
against wars of aggression. He stressed that Viet-
namese diplomacy must “always work in service
of our national interests” , and that independ-
ence, self-reliance, and resilience must be linked
with international solidarity and cooperation.
Accordingly, Viet Nam has expressed the will-
ingness ‘to be a friend of all democratic states’,
and the wish “to create grudge against none” .
He attached great importance to fostering the
friendship and cooperation with the immediate
neighboring countries, expanding relations with
other countries in the region and the world, and
skillfully handling relations with major powers
in the interest of the revolution. 

Ho Chi Minh Diplomatic Thought
in the Foreign Policy Line of the
Party and State

Pham Binh Minh 
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In terms of approach, he identified that diplo-
macy should be a front, a branch of the Viet-
namese revolution. Vietnamese diplomacy
should be able to seamlessly combine “fighting
and negotiating”, and synergize the national
power with that of the times. He always saw Viet
Nam within the mainstream of the world, and at-
tached due importance to the major centers of
power and prominent trends. He particularly em-
phasized “the fundamental is unchanged, the ap-
plications are myriad” - to use the constant to
match the endlessly changing; in other words, the
fundamental strategic objectives are to be perse-
vered with, while revolutionary tactics are to be
flexible and adaptive. The Ho Chi Minh diplo-
matic approach is also an embodiment of the
peace-loving tradition of our nation, which aims
to address differences through peaceful means. 

Grounded in the national culture, the Ho Chi
Minh diplomatic style is immersed in the cul-

tural quintessence of humankind; it is where
East and West coalesce as one. In terms of think-
ing, his advice was to cultivate a well-rounded
perspective, to “look broad, think deep” to truly
see the prevailing trend and the direction of so-
cial progress. In his communication, he exuded
a harmonious mix of local and universal  values,
which endeared him to many people and helped
him foster great friendships. In his discourse, he
used the simplicity of his style as an effective
channel for the delivery of diplomatic messages.

The remarkable traits in the Ho Chi Minh diplo-
matic arts are his impeccable application of “the
five knows” (know thyself, know others, know
the times, know to stop, and know to adapt), and
his ability to create and seize opportunities. It is
also a diplomacy that aimed at winning the
hearts of others via righteousness, human kind-
ness, truth and morals. The achievements of
Vietnamese diplomacy throughout the course of 
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national liberation, reunification and defense are
testimony to the ingenuity of President Ho Chi
Minh in his application of diplomacy as an art
to guide the revolution to its triumph.

Reality has proven that the Ho Chi Minh Diplo-
matic Thought is an invaluable heritage, the cor-
nerstone of strength, and the key to the
successful and effective exercise of the Party
foreign policy line through different revolution-
ary periods. It is the creative use of his Diplo-
matic Thought in the new situation that enabled
Vietnamese diplomacy to gain such instrumental
achievements, contributing to the maintenance
of a peaceful environment, the muster of re-
sources for national development, the steadfast
defense of national sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity, and the elevation of Viet Nam's interna-
tional standing. 

Today, Viet Nam enjoys diplomatic relations
with 189 out of 193 member states of the United
Nations, boasting strategic and comprehensive
partnerships with 30 countries. We attach great
importance to our relations with the immediate
neighbors and our strategic and comprehensive
partners alike. We have driven those partnerships
into a deep, steady and lasting framework, and
taken incremental steps to satisfactorily address
existent and emergent issues in the relations with
others. At the same time, we have invested ef-
forts to grow the relations with our neighbors in
the region and traditional friends. 

Viet Nam has made remarkable strides in inter-
national integration. Economically, we have be-
come an important link in various economic
groupings via the signing of a range of free trade
agreements, which generated enormous drivers
for growth. IMF ranks Viet Nam one of the 20
top contributors to global economic growth in
2019. While the COVID-19 pandemic is causing

global economic downturn, Viet Nam is still en-
joying positive growth and among the faster-
growing within the region. International
integration in other fields of politics-security-de-
fense, socio-cultural affairs has also deepened.

Given our new stature and power, Viet Nam has
been participating in most of the key interna-
tional organizations and forums. We have made
positive contributions at those platforms, suc-
cessfully fulfilled various critical responsibili-
ties, and are performing our capacity as the
ASEAN Chair for 2020 and a non-permanent
member of the UNSC for 2020 -2021 with great
efficacy. We also played a positive role in ad-
dressing significant issues of international af-
fairs, including food security, international
cooperation in the fight against the COVID-19
pandemic, and peace and reconciliation on the
Korean peninsula.

In an international environment of growing com-
plexities, diplomacy has contributed effectively
to the steadfast defense of our national sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. We made great ef-
fort to build a land borderline of peace, friendship
and development with Laos, Cambodia and
China. Given the complications in the East Sea,
we have been correctly assessing the situation,
addressing issues in a timely and astute manner,
and determined in the steadfast defense of na-
tional sovereignty, territorial integrity and the le-
gitimate rights and interests of Viet Nam at sea. 

In addition to these achievements, other major
pillars of the diplomatic service have also
recorded remarkable gains. Diplomacy con-
ducted through the Party, State, Parliamentary,
and people-to-people channels and defense-se-
curity diplomacy are efficiently performed and
smoothly coordinated. Economic and cultural
diplomacy, citizen protection, overseas Viet- 
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namese affairs and external communication are
proactively carried out with much vigor, which
contributed to the overall achievements of Viet-
namese diplomacy.

At the threshold of the third decade of the 21st
century, the world is now witnessing immense,
profound and unpredictable changes. Peace, co-
operation and development remain a major
trend, yet the impacts of COVID-19 has accel-
erated deep changes in the international land-
scape. This exerts a direct impact on the security
and development environment of our country.
We need to continue creatively applying the Ho
Chi Minh Diplomatic Thought to position Viet
Nam securely in the ‘flow of our time’, for such
application shall serve as a great engine to lead
the Vietnamese revolution to new triumphs.

Accordingly, Vietnamese diplomacy must play
its role as a vanguard “front” to reinforce a fa-
vorable international environment, muster re-
sources for the national development and the
elevation of Viet Nam’s international standing,
and to defend the Fatherland while the dangers
remain yet afar. The “branches” of Vietnamese
diplomacy, consisting of the Party, State and
people-to-people diplomacy, must stand united
as one to fully harness new opportunities and
effectively address the complex challenges
posed before us. We need to effectively apply
“the fundamental is unchanged, the applica-
tions are myriad” as a principle. The constant
goal – with which we need to persevere – is the
ultimate national interests, comprising peace,
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity,
and greater national strength and standing. At
the same time, flexibility and adaptability are
needed in both strategies and actions to ad-
dress the “myriad” of situations. Amid the

complexities in the East Sea, we will persevere
with peaceful means to address disputes, while
“resolutely defending the most sacred of
rights: the territorial integrity of our Fatherland
and independence of our country”  as Uncle
Ho taught us. 

We should also expand and deepen our interna-
tional integration in order to bring more practical
benefits to the people and businesses. In apply-
ing Uncle Ho's thoughts on international solidar-
ity and cooperation, we will continue attaching
due importance to our ties with the immediate
neighbors, further deepen our relations with all
countries in the region and the world, while up-
lifting multilateral diplomacy to a new height.

In the new circumstances, diplomatic cadres
need to constantly strive for self-improvement
in line with Uncle Ho's advice: “it is only
through learning and the effort of each individ-
ual and of the entire service that diplomacy may
be able to meet the demand of the nation" .
Diplomatic cadres need to be both “red” and
“professional” to build the modern Vietnamese
diplomacy in the new era. Most importantly, we
need to follow Uncle Ho's teaching: “Diplomats
must always serve the national interests and be
skillful to secure them" .

Beneath the light of the Ho Chi Minh Diplo-
matic Thought, Vietnamese diplomacy shall
continue to pen new successes, thus making
commensurate contributions to the cause of na-
tional development and defense, so that Viet
Nam shall stand on an equal footing with the
world powers across the five continents as Uncle
Ho once aspired for.

Pham Binh Minh, Member of the Politburo,
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs.
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When majority
of the population
develop immu-
nity to a disease
either naturally
or through im-
munization by
vaccination and
it indirectly pro-
vides protection

by inhibiting spread to susceptible individuals in
the community, it is known as “herd immunity”,
“herd protection” or “community immunity”.
Polio is a prime example, which was once very
prevalent in our country but now occurs very
rarely because the vaccine helped establish herd
immunity. 
Initially, in response to Covid-19, UK and Swe-
den were the only two countries who opted for
natural herd immunity. However, “R0” value is
the sole reason for which the UK took a com-
plete U-turn from herd immunity to favouring
complete lockdown.  R0 value is the basic repro-
duction number, which is a way of rating the
ability of the disease to spread. It counts the
number of people that one infected person will
pass the virus onto on average. With the results
from the initial moderate coronavirus testing,
scientists from Imperial College London (ICL)
in UK used a mathematical model and found the

R0 value to be between 2-3. The UK govern-
ment realised if the spread in reality is even re-
motely near to that value, then their National
Health Service (NHS) will not be able to bear
the burden and the death toll will reach half a
million in a few months. Currently the R0 in
some places in the UK has come down to 0.5-
0.7, for which they are now planning to exit
lockdown, although experts are still strongly
against it. 
Now coming back to Bangladesh, what was our
plan? It seems likely that our policy makers have
not figured out an effective strategy yet.
Bangladesh effectively entered the lockdown on
24th March 2020. While Sri Lanka imposed a
curfew nationwide at a similar time, Bangladesh
on the contrary decided to officially term the
lockdown as a “general holiday”; such is the rad-
ical difference in interpreting the gravity of the
crisis. Although, the general holiday was ex-
tended five times, towards the end of April, the
Health Minister Mr. Zahid Malik proposed to
end the lockdown soon. Why? To quote him,
“The US, Italy, France and many other European
countries have relaxed lockdowns. New Zealand
has even returned to normal life. We will also
get normal life back soon if everything goes al-
right.” Though we did not adhere to the level of
guidelines, methodology, steps and actions taken
by New Zealand to protect its citizens, neverthe-

Herd Immunity by choice 
or accident?
Rasiqh Wadud
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less, we are giving hope to our nation that we
will reach their level soon. 
Moreover, on 30th April 2020 it was reported
that Bangladesh had the lowest recovery rate of
coronavirus cases in South Asia in the first 53
days. Fast-forwarding few days our recovery
rate improved to 11.2% in a single day. Why?
Because Bangladesh Clinical Management
Committee formulated a new guideline, accord-
ing to which a patient will be released if he or
she does not have the following symptoms:
cough, fever and breathing problems. This is
drastically opposite to the previous guideline
provided by WHO in which after the first posi-
tive test, the patient needs to be tested for the
second time within 14-21 days and if the test re-
sult is negative, then the patient needs to be
tested further for a third time within 24 hrs. The
patient will only be released if the third test is
negative. This change in guideline is extremely
dangerous, because it allows a potentially in-
fected patient to go back into the community and
spread the virus. Furthermore, our data appears
to be manipulated, so now it cannot be trusted
and we do not have a proper picture of the true
spread of the virus, which further hinders our
plan to tackle the crisis.
Nonetheless, Bangladesh eased lockdown on
31st May 2020 after several extensions, while
the country reported highest number of infected
patients on the previous day. Perhaps our experts
utilized data from New Zealand, which led to the
ease of lockdown. Although, the government im-
posed a hefty fine on failing to wear a mask,
however, the social and digital news media are
flooded with pictures of how social distancing
is ignored in public transport. If this was the
case, why did we ever enter a lockdown? Our
experts leading the crisis should have opted for
herd immunity from the beginning like Sweden
and planned accordingly. It is worth mentioning
though that the architect of Sweden’s Covid-19
strategy Dr. Tegnell recently admitted that if he

had encountered the same disease again, know-
ing exactly what we know about it today, he
would have opted for something in between herd
immunity and what the rest of the world has
done, which is lockdown. Acknowledging, that
completely relying on natural herd immunity
was a mistake based on the high mortality rate
currently in Sweden. 
The whole world is facing these truly unprece-
dented events. However, Bangladesh had a very
simple advantage and that was ‘time’.
Bangladesh at least had one and a half month to
prepare for damage control. We could have man-
aged enough PPEs (Personal Protective Equip-
ment) for our key workers such as healthcare
professionals, police officers, government offi-
cials, etc. There should have been more coordi-
nation with private hospitals on testing,
arranging isolation units, stocking on ventilators,
etc. In addition, there could have been setting
out of emergency awareness program, research-
ing on treatment methods by other countries and
preparing a lockdown plan. 
We, including the government have taken im-
mense pleasure in how we are one of the fastest
growing economy in the world. Karan Thapar,
one of the leading journalists of India, men-
tioned how we have outperformed our neigh-
bouring country India in terms of economy. Has
this economy really helped us during this crisis?
We are so drunk on success and growth of our
economy that we have no clue on how to utilize
it for our own wellbeing. The pandemic has not
only revealed the frailty of our health system and
infrastructure, it has also exposed the staggering
level of incompetency and rampant corruption.  

Rasiqh Wadud, currently doing PhD in Biolog-
ical Sciences from University of Cambridge, UK
with IDB and Cambridge Trust Scholarship. He
also works as a Lecturer in North South Univer-
sity (NSU).
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US approves Canadian
Hornet upgrade

The US State Department has approved an up-
grade for Canada’s fleet of Boeing F/A-18A
(CF-18A/CF-188A in national service) Hornet
combat aircraft, the US Defense Security Co-
operation Agency (DSCA) announced on 16
June.

Canada is to upgrade a number of its CF-18A
combat aircraft to afford it a ‘two-squadron
bridge of enhanced F/A-18A aircraft’ through
to the introduction of a new type in the mid-
2020s. (Canadian Joint Operations Command)

The approval, which was granted the day prior
to the notification, covers a range of new
equipment and weaponry for an estimated
USD862.3 million.

“This sale will provide Canada [with] a two-
squadron bridge of enhanced F/A-18A aircraft
to continue meeting NORAD and NATO com-
mitments while it gradually introduces new
advanced aircraft via the Future Fighter Capa-
bility Program between 2025 and 2035,” the
DSCA said. “This sale will provide Canada
the ability to maximise the systems’ employ-
ment and sustainment, significantly enhancing
the warfighting capability of the Royal Cana-
dian Air Force’s [RCAF’s] F/A-18 aircraft.”

According to the notification, the RCAF has
been cleared to upgrade its Hornets with
Raytheon AN/APG-79(V)4 active electroni-

cally scanned array (AESA) radar sets (38 of
which have been approved, as well as support
equipment); Raytheon AIM-9X Sidewinder
Block II short-range air-to-air missiles (50,
plus related equipment and training devices);
Raytheon AGM-154C Joint Standoff Weapon
(JSOW-C) systems (20); Improved Tactical
Air Launched Decoy (ITALD) systems (30);
and wide-band radomes (46).
Other enhancements include upgrades to the
Advanced Distributed Combat Training Sys-
tem (ADCTS) to ensure flight trainers remain
current with the new technologies, as well as
software development to integrate the systems
listed into the aircraft and to install an Auto-
mated Ground Collision Avoidance System
(Auto GCAS).

First two MV-22B Osprey
tiltrotor aircraft for JGSDF
arrive in Japan
The first two Bell Boeing MV-22B Osprey
tiltrotor aircraft on order for the Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) have arrived at
US Marine Corps (USMC) Air Station
Iwakuni in Japan’s Yamaguchi Prefecture, a
JGSDF spokesperson told Jane’s on 11 May.
The two platforms, which bear serial numbers
‘91701’ and ‘91705’, arrived on Japanese soil
on 8 May and are part of an initial five MV-
22B Block C Ospreys ordered by Tokyo in
mid-2015 for USD332.5 million.
The spokesperson said the two Ospreys will
be transferred to JGSDF Camp Kisarazu in
Chiba Prefecture in late June or later, pointing
out, however, that it is not yet clear when the
remaining three aircraft of the first batch will
be delivered. g
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