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Today is the four-
teenth day of war in
Ukraine. NATO has
refused to apply a
no-fly zone over
Ukraine but again
has been talking
about Ukraine gov-
ernment in exile, if
necessary, that is if
Russia takes control

over Ukraine.  If Russia takes too long, then it
needs a face-saving escape route to avert total war.
It is not new in history, in the aftermath of Viet-
nam War, China the staunch supporter of Viet-
nam went in force into Vietnam and endured a
great debacle while trying to come out. Then, the
end state could be that it has placed a regime
aligned to it or that a big no to Ukraine joining
NATO. As now EU is actively considering inclu-
sion of Ukraine in EU much to the annoyance of
Russia.  Russia’s President, Putin has made it
clear that Ukraine joining NATO is unacceptable
and to neutralize that idea he had to walk in the

war path. Well, Ukraine has been a sovereign
country and in this 21st century, nobody can just
take over another country just like that. Saddam
tried in 1991 and you know how the World re-
acted. But when in 2003, USA invaded Iraq to
neutralize so called WMD, UN Kofi Annan de-
clared that that war is Illegal, as it is not in self-
defense and not for protecting Innocent civilians. 

Today, Putin has invaded Ukraine on the pretext
of its Security Concern as NATO eastward expan-
sion would bring Russia’s military rival next door.
Already, Poland, Czech Republic, Lithuania,
Latvia has gone over to NATO. How much Russia
can absorb? Well back in the Cold War days, Dur-
ing the time of Kennedy, Cuban Missile Crisis
cropped up due to the deployment of Russian
missiles in Cuba. In those days, USA also had to
take tough measures and ultimately the Crisis re-
solved by the withdrawal of the Missiles. 

Sanctions in multiple dimensions had come
about to be implemented. Already, oil prices are
rising, the value of Rouble is falling and more
things are in the offing. If the SWIFT is totally 

On the Brink of a 
Nuclear War
Air Chief Marshal Masihuzzaman Serniabat (LPR)
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closed for Russian institutions, Banks etc, trade
with Russia would become very difficult if not im-
possible, and supply chain disruption in the
world could make everyone suffer. Russia has
now threatened to cut off the gas supply to Eu-
rope. Europe is dependent on Russia significantly
but in many other arenas. Europe would be the
greater loser than that of the US. And off course
ultimately, we - the less developed countries
would become the heaviest sufferer and the debt
defaulters. 

However, if the restrictions on Russia do not
curve out a path for Europe to survive, Russia
would be very hard pressed and Putin may feel to-
tally cornered, and add with that a prolonged
guerilla type war, thus slowly, the world could
take the primrose path to World War III (God
forbid).

In World War III, nukes of both the sides can de-
stroy the whole world many times over, it could
start inadvertently also or on the slightest miscal-

culation. Moreover, remember what Putin says
and believes, “ If there is no Russia, no need for
the world “. He has already put his Nuclear Force
on readiness. He walked in Georgia in 2008, in
Crimea in 2014 and now Ukraine, so the NATO
leadership do not believe that appeasement
would help. Afterall Ukraine had been the food
grain and resource warehouse of USSR and now
for the world. So nobody is for nobody. We the
others who share the same and only planet, in-
cluding the flora and the fauna i.e. the total
ecosystem could be destroyed. Civilization could
be wiped out or maybe we can send some survivor
in a Spaceship like Noah’s Ark. 

Instead, why not someone responsible declares
that there is an end to NATO eastward expan-
sion. And that we all do consider Russia’s Secu-
rity concern. And considering the need of gas oil
and food, Peace is a must for Europe and for the
rest of the world. 

Now the flipside is all big powers, who believes in





Atomic bomb smoke from Hiroshima, August 6, 1945 (left) and Nagasaki, August 9, 1945 (right).
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power politics would feel tempted to walk into
smaller and intrepid neighbors land whatever.
And a sudden surge of arms race could be precip-
itated in the planet much to the damage of the al-
ready fragile ecosystem due to Global warming.
Will that help, a big no. Instead of cooperation
and mutual development of quality of life, we
would end up in mutual mistrust and competition
of an unruly type and end in mutual annihilation.
Albeit TOTAL MUTUAL DESTRUCTION. So,
who is the winner, The Grim Reaper. 

Believe in a shared future of mutual cooperation
and inclusive development in a justice-based
world order could take us far away from this path.
I think, we all have mostly acted immaturely by
bringing us to this point. Probably China now
has to come forward to bring about peace in the
world. It is a Strategic Partner of Russia which is
good, as Russia would still be not feeling alone
and cornered, but China again is not in Alliance
with Russia like NATO. 

Where Article 5 dictates to fight if any member

of the NATO is attacked.  Therefore, countries
like us can look up to China to work in both the
sides of the conflict and among the West also
along with USA to bring about a semblance of
sanity among the countries disputing the whole
episode. 

Why China, it is because China is the second
largest economy on the verge of becoming the
first. China matters to USA and to Russia. In the
mutually dependent world of today, sanctions
and counter sanctions would bite the poorer
countries more than the countries getting sanc-
tioned. We all need to woo the big powers to act
reasonably and without showing any double stan-
dard in building a justice-based world under the
UN. Let’s all think WIN WIN and believe in a
shared future for the inalienable right of the liv-
ing things to pursue its own happiness.

Air Chief Marshall Masihuzzaman Serniabat
(LPR), former Chief of Air Staff of Bangladesh Air
Force (2018-2021).



An explosion is seen in the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv. Picture: Ukrainian President’s Office
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South East part of
Bangladesh is bor-
dering Mizoram
state of India and
Rakhaine state of
Myanmar. The to-
pography is an ex-
tension of Arakan
Yoma. This part is
covered with exten-
sive hills ranging
from 300 to 1000

meters or more, in accessible, hardly there are
modern communication facilities in tribordering
areas (Bangladesh-Myanmar-India). The summer
is very hot and humid, area is covered with dense
mixed forest mainly bamboos, observation from
ground and air are restricted. Monsoon comes
with continuous rain at times it lasts for days to-
gether (the streams and charas turn into deep fast
moving water body carrying woods and waste ma-
terials of hills making them non negotiable). This
is perfect a geophysical condition for insurgency.
The insurgents can melt away quickly however, it
is nightmare for regular forces.

In this part, there are common political border
of Bangladesh–India and Myanmar, that are rec-
ognized by government organizations of these
countries but insurgents and separatist/terrorist

groups have hardly any impact of political borders
in their activities. This is also interesting that
these countries have different political platforms.
One is democracy, another is struggling democ-
racy where the other is a military autocracy. So,
reaching to a political consensus is also challeng-
ing. However, the separatist groups or exotic
groups operating here do collaborate each other
or peacefully coexist and take the advantage of
porous borders in case of pressure from security
forces within home or host countries.

This part of these countries are sparsely popu-
lated with various tribes primarily survive on
shifting cultivation,generally antagonistic or in-
different to the administration. They have differ-
ent religious beliefs but missionaries have been
able to penetrate and many tribal people have ac-
cepted Christianity as religion even some of the
tribes have almost turned into Christianity leav-
ing their ancestral religion (I intend to cover this
evangelization issue separately someday). There
are mysterious politics in this religion issue in this
part of the world and future will unfold its rami-
fications. 

In his book ‘Troubled Periphery’ Subir Bhowmik
writes the young boys in this part are absorbed
with 3Gs (Girls, Guns, Guitars). This has become
part of culture. Through India claims to have
peace deal with separatist groups in Mizoram, 

Understanding Security Situation in
Southeast of Bangladesh and Options

Lt Gen Mohammad Mahfuzur Rahman, rcds, ndc, afwc, psc, PhD, Retd
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Tripura (having
borders with CHT
of Bangladesh)
but it’s not all that
peaceful. There
are movements of
separatist groups.
Same holds good
in case of
B a n g l a d e s h .
Though peace
deal has been in
place in CHT
since December’
97 with PCJSS but
now there are
PCJSS, PCJSS Re-
formist, UPDF
Armed Groups.
In Chin and Rakhine states of Myanmar board-
ing BD, there are exotic groups like Chin Na-
tional Army and Arakan Army (AA). Peace deal
was signed in Myanmar too but now AA is enor-
mously powerful causing serious headache to
Junta. Then, there are complex issues for example
there are differences between centre and states on
a particular issue in case of India. Then on issues
there are different outlook of ‘Intelligence Organ-
ization’ that may not fully tally with center or
states. In case of Myanmar, situation is little dif-
ferent now. AA runs a parallel administration is
most part of Rakhaine where Junta mostly con-
trol the cities. Having relation with one may an-
tagonize the other. In this conundrum Rohingyas
and Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) a
Rohingya Islamist Armed Group as claimed by
Myanmar Junta destabilizing Rakhine. About Ro-
hingya repatriation, Myanmar Chief of Defence
General Min Aung Hla and Arakan Army Chief
at Rakhine Major General Tun Myat Naing have
opposing viewpoints. Above all there are geopol-
itics of regional powers and global powers. So
how Bangladesh should navigate in this murky

water is a complex question. 

What could be the traditional threats (overt mil-
itary challenges) to Bangladesh in her South East?
Of the two neighbors’ traditional threat from
India is not expected for various reasons (This
could be a separate discussion). However, tradi-
tional threat from Myanmar Junta can not be
ruled out. To improve their popularity rating at
home, divert public attention Junta may under-
take limited military adventure against
Bangladesh in the South East in the plea of chas-
ing their separatist groups or just involve in bor-
der skirmish (in the past they have done this with
Bangladesh and Thailand). Junta is accusing
Bangladesh for harboring her separatist groups
for long already. Her others neighbors’ either
members of ASEAN or have psycho-geographic
connection less Bangladesh. Also compared to
Bangladesh, some of the neighbors’ have credible
deterrence force where Junta will not indulge in
misadventure. The purpose of any military en-
gagement is to achieve a political aim. Myanmar
has exhibited her political aim quite clearly. So,
its very important to identify what is the ‘political





Bangladesh-Myanmar border.
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end state’ of Myanmar in case of her military ad-
venture against Bangladesh. 

What could be non-traditional threat in South
East?What we are seeing now is a complicated
combination of risks. Bandarban is the only dis-
trict of Bangladesh that has border with two
countries. This is also possibly only districts
where drugs (Poppy and Marijuana) are cultivated
with the patronage of exotic groups operating
there. Teknaff is the transiting hub of drugs. Drug
is the mother of evils like arms smuggling and
human trafficking (Rohingya refuges are readily
available target group). In addition, there is scope
of violent extremism and terrorism. However,
these kind of non-traditional security issues do
not take place in vacuum. Interestingly they have
potential to destabilize bilateral relations with
neighbors and turn into traditional security
threat. Separatist and exotic groups themselves
are source of non-traditional security threats. 

What is lurking round the corner? The traditional
and non traditional threats to Bangladesh emanat-
ing from the security environment in the South
East are fairly easy to comprehend as such various
agencies responsible more or less are preparing to
avoid surprise. It can be said they are preparing
based on what is happening now, possibly not what
is lurking round the corner. When ISIL surfaced
in Middle East, the foreign fighters became
headache not only to the West but almost to the
whole world. The question is how many of them
were there? May be 10,000, 20,000 or 30, 000, they
created havoc but they mostly came from pretty de-
cent back ground. Themselves or their families did
not suffer only feeling of injustice, adventurism
drew them there and the world has experienced
what monsters they became. Now, we need to
fathom that there are four lacs children growing
up in Rohingya Camps inside Bangladesh without
proper education, hope and dream. They have
seen the horrors of their lives. In 2017, many of
them seen their mothers being violated, for them
there is no bottom line. By 2030, most them will

be adults. Homeless, with the trauma in their
minds and hatred in their hearts and without ed-
ucation, hope and dream it is unthinkable,what
monsters they are likely to turn into if exploited
and if this issue is not addressed. There are two op-
tions; we can address it now or wait for it to be ad-
dressed later when it turns into a full blown
security situation. The choice is with us and the
world community. As a student of security studies,
I understand its coming and it is not going to the
problem of Bangladesh alone. It will have regional
and global ramifications. It’s going to be too big a
burden for Bangladesh to handle where she is just
a victim of geopolitical circumstance. 

So, what are the choices for Bangladesh? To ad-
dress all traditional and nontraditional security
issues in the South East Bangladesh should pre-
dict and foresee what is coming next and prepare
accordingly rather than ‘fire fight’ various events
when they occur/appear. Situation in South East
specially Rohingya issue should not be taken as
business usual or a routine matter. A dedicated
meritocratic specialist team to be designated to
handle issues with Myanmar because TAT-
MADAM (Myanmar Armed Forces) is a cunning,
smart and meritocratic organization. We have to
understand the military and political end state of
Myanmar and devise appropriate course of ac-
tion. India in South East has her National Inter-
ests that may not be in phase with our National
Interest. So band wogoning with India may be
counterproductive. Then there are geopolitical di-
mension involving China and Quad. The balanc-
ing is equally important as synergy of lines of
operations i.e.; diplomatic, economic, political,
cultural and military. In military line, military
diplomacy and developing a credible deterrence
could be stabilizing factors against TAT-
MADAW’s misadventure if any. 

Lt Gen Mohammad Mahfuzur
Rahman, rcds, ndc, afwc, psc, PhD, Retd.
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Bay of Bengal has
historically been a
major ‘Culmina-
tion point’ of dif-
ferent cultures,
Civilization and
Empires. The Bay
of Bengal is gradu-
ally emerging as a
major commercial
pathway with the
greater Indo-pa-

cific region. In the British era, the Bay served as
a key economic corridor between the British
India and the South East Asia. In terms of secu-
rity, the British Indian Navy provided much of
the net security in the Bay of Bengal region. But
after the end of colonial era the Bay of Bengal
lost its economic significance as the centre of In-
dian commerce moved to Bombay in the coast
of Arabian Sea. However, the Bay of Bengal is
gradually becoming more significant strategically
with the development of littoral economies and
the rise of great power competition in the re-

gion. The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is gain-
ing traction among Bay of Bengal littorals. The
Chinese Investments in Myanmar under China
Myanmar economic Corridor (CMEC) is a
prime example of Chinese involvement in the
Bay of Bengal region. Beijing is also funding or
already funded numerous ports in the Bay of
Bengal littoral nations such as the Hambantota
port in Sri-Lanka and Kyaukpyu in Myanmar.
With the rise of Chinese involvement in Bay,
India has also increased its military presence in
the Andaman Islands and other critical regions
of the Bay of Bengal. US has also delegated
much importance to Bay of Bengal in the Indo-
Pacific strategy report. Bay of Bengal is an im-
portant commercial domain which is a gateway
between the Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean.
Any confrontation in the bay could seriously
harm the prospects of global economy. Thus the
ensuring the commercial safety and freedom of
navigation in Bay of Bengal is vital for the eco-
nomic interests and regional peace. The Paper
has analysed the evolving geo-strategic dynamics
of the Bay of Bengal given the great power com- 

The evolving geo-strategic scenario
in Bay of Bengal: Strategic 
options for Bangladesh

Rear Admiral Kazi Sarwar Hossain
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petition in the region and propose possible
strategic options for Bangladesh. 

The geo-strategic significance of Bay of Bengal:
The Bay of Bengal is widely regarded as a sub-re-
gion within the Indian Ocean region. The region
has been a centre of trade and cultural exchange
for centuries. Strategically, the region serves as a
corridor between South Asia and South-East Asia.
It is also assuming a new strategic importance. It’s
located close to the geographic centre of the Indo-
Pacific region at the intersection of the expanding
zones of strategic interest of China and India. The
Bay of Bengal is also a key transit zone between
the Indian and Pacific Oceans and the main route
for trade in energy to East Asia. The region is seen
as a connecting corridor between heavily popu-
lated South Asia and Newly industrialized South
East Asia. In terms of geo-politics, the region is
greatly important in terms of maritime connectiv-
ity between the two above mentioned sub-region
within Asia. The regional integration of South
and South East Asia depends on the cohesion and
integration of the Bay of Bengal littorals. However,
the Bay of Bengal has seen a limited efforts and
initiatives to increase integration and maritime
connectivity among the littorals. But lately the na-
tions in the Bay of Bengal has initiated major
strategic collaborations on the basis of multilateral
co-operation on a plethora of issues. The ‘Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation,’ or BIMSTEC has been
an important platform to unite the littorals of the
Bay under a single organizational umbrella. The
shifting global power dynamics is changing the sta-
tus-quo in Bay of Bengal. Global and regional
powers are vying for power and influence in the
region. However such competition could jeopard-
ize the economic and security architecture of the
region. The region is geo-strategically significance
in terms of trading routes, energy security and re-
gional linkages. The region’s strategic centrality,
just as much as its good economic prospects,
drives the unprecedented competition over re-

sources and influence by the major powers, in-
cluding China, India, Japan, the United States
and even Russia.

Trading routes: The proximity of Bay of Bengal
to the Malacca strait has made the Bay an impor-
tant trading routes in the greater indo-pacific.
The strait is one of the world’s busiest waterways:
Nearly 100,000 vessels pass through it each year,
accounting for about one-quarter of the world’s
traded goods. But geography, which makes the
strait especially crucial for global commerce. 

Energy security: The Bay of Bengal is also an im-
portant space for global energy security. The Bay
is geographically close to the Malacca strait which
is an important energy chokepoints. Nearly one-
third of the 61% of total global petroleum and
other liquids production that moved on maritime
routes transited the Strait of Malacca. Petroleum
and other liquids transiting the Strait of Malacca
has reached 16 million barrels per day.i Major in-
dustrial powers such as China, Japan and South
Korea imports their oil from Persian Gulf directly
through the strait.

Ports: The Bay of Bengal hosts some of the
world’s major emerging ports in the world such
as Chennai, Kolkata, and Chittagong etc. Other
major ports under construction in the region are
Kyaukpyu and Matarbari, both of which are ex-
pected to be major deep water ports. 

Major strategic initiatives in Bay of Bengal: The
Bay of Bengal has attracted several global infra-
structural initiatives which are critical in building
much needed infrastructure in the region. How-
ever, at the same time, these initiatives have in-
creased rivalry among different players as these
initiatives are often backed by different powers.
The increased activity of China in the Bay of
Bengal has created major concerns among the
Bay’s traditional power specially India. India
being an emerging partner of United States, has
brought the so-called ‘Quad’ states into the geo-
strategic equation. The major strategic initiatives
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are discussed to contextualize current geo-strate-
gic dynamics:

Maritime Silk Road initiative in Bay of Bengal:
The Maritime Silk Road initiative (MSR) is the
maritime sub-project of the Belt and Road initia-
tive (BRI). The Maritime Silk Road initiative has
been a major Chinese push to create so called
‘String of pearls’. Many analysts believe that Chi-
nese infrastructure initiatives in Indian Ocean
and Bay of Bengal are part of Beijing’s ambitions
of creating a ‘string of pearls’, a network of mar-
itime infrastructure which would enable Beijing
to secure its energy imports, Sea-lanes of commu-
nication and could serve as outposts for enhanc-
ing Chinese navy’s ‘Blue water’ capability. In the
context of Bay of Bengal, the China-Myanmar
economic Corridor and Kyaukpyu port holds sig-
nificant strategic implication from Chinese point
of view. At present, more than half of China’s do-
mestic oil imports come from the Middle East,

Africa, and Southeast Asia, and about four-fifths
of the imported crude oil is transported through
the Malacca Strait. China’s three largest oil ex-
porters are Angola, Iran, and Saudi Arabia and
oil tankers from all of them have to go through
the Malacca Strait. Such heavy reliance on the wa-
terway poses a major potential threat to China’s
energy security, which is subject to the changing
dynamics of strategic competition among major
powers over control of the Malacca Strait. The
Kyuakpyu port, thus, strategically important for
Beijing. The port is also considered as the flag-
ship of the China-Myanmar economic corridor
(CMEC). The port would connect a Y-shaped
transportation network all the way to the Yunnan
province of Southern China.ii This would give the
less industrialized Southern region an access to
Bay of Bengal, thus would increase its industrial
prospects. The project would also include an oil
pipeline connecting Yunnan with Rakhine state,





Figure 1: China Myanmar Economic Corridor
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potentially carrying almost 6% of China’s petro-
leum demands annually. With the completion of
the port, Beijing can significantly reduce its over-
dependence on the Malacca strait.iii

Besides, China is also investing heavily in
Bangladesh. In 2016, Chinese president Xi Jin-
ping signed a series of deals worth over $21 bil-
lion dollar to develop infrastructures in
Bangladesh.iv Bangladesh has also officially par-
ticipated in the Belt and Road initiative. Beijing
has always been interested in building a deep sea
port in Sonadia. Chinese companies are also in-
volved in developing several components of the
Pyra deep sea port. 

Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Proj-
ect: The Kaladan project aims at connecting the
landlocked North-East region with the rest of
India through the sittwe port. The multimodal
project is consist of both land and sea routes con-
necting the north-east with mainland India. The
Project has been seen as ground-breaking initia-
tive to increase the connectivity of North-eastern

India with the rest of the mainland and beyond.
The initiative serves two objectives simultane-
ously: the project would ensure a long term In-
dian presence in Myanmar and secondly, it would
provide the landlocked north-east part of the
country a passage to sea routes in Bay of Bengal.
The project would also serve as an alternative
route in case of Bangladesh refuses corridor ac-
cess to India in future.v

Bay of Bengal Industrial Growth Belt and Asia
Africa Growth corridor: The Bay of Bengal In-
dustrial Growth Belt (BIG-B) is the Japanese ini-
tiative aims at developing infrastructures in
Bangladesh’s coastal region. It would include
ports, energy and transportation initiatives. Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina during their summit in Tokyo on March
26, 2013, proposed the Bay of Bengal Industrial
Growth Belt (BIG-B) Initiative.vi The planned
BIG-B is based on three pillars: 

The first pillar is industry and trade which would
be realized by constructing a Japanese funded



Figure 2: Kaladan Project
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deep sea port at the Matarbari Island. It is located
in the eastern coast of Bay of Bengal, 60 km south
of Chittagong City and along the Chittagong-
Cox’s Bazar highway. It would offer Bangladesh
an important trade gateway to the rest of Asia and
beyond. The second pillar is energy. Matarbari Is-
land can be developed into a massive supply base
of primary energy (such as coal, LNG and oil).
The third pillar of BIG-B is transportation. In fu-
ture, Bangladesh can be an important connectiv-
ity hub by extending the Dhaka-Chittagong-Cox’s
Bazar transport artery to rest of South Asia.vii

Recently, India and Japan has developed a new
joint initiative to support connectivity infrastruc-
ture across the Indian Ocean region. The Indo-
Japanese Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC),
is being portrayed as an alternative initiative with
similar scope to that of BRI. The AAGC aims to
establish a ‘special and strategic global partner-
ship’ between India and Japan to create a “peace-
ful, open, equitable, stable and rule-based order”
in the Indo-pacific region. The Bay of Bengal In-
dustrial Growth Belt (BIG-B) could potentially be
absorbed into the larger AAGC framework in fu-
ture which would increase Indian involvement in
the Japanese funded
projects in
Bangladesh.viii Overall,
the Japanese initiatives
in Bangladesh and Bay
of Bengal are a unified
attempt with the politi-
cal support from India is
to challenge and disrupt
Chinese initiatives in
Bay of Bengal. 

US interests in ‘Bay of
Bengal’

Bay of Bengal has tradi-
tionally never received
much attention in US
policy circle. It was al-

ways a secondary US interest in Indian Ocean.
However, the US policy in in context of the In-
dian Ocean and Bay of Bengal is changing with
the emergence of ‘Free and Open indo-pacific’.
The US presence in Bay of Bengal have to be un-
derstood in terms of the concept of ‘Pivot to
Asia’. The ‘Pivot to Asia’ is strategy to counter the
growing Chinese influence in the Pacific Ocean
and China’s attempt project influence in Indian
Ocean through the Belt and Road initiative. At
the beginning of Trump administration, the
‘Pivot to Asia’ concept was officially integrated
within the Indo-pacific strategy. In 2017, Presi-
dent Trump announced our nation’s vision for a
free and open Indo-Pacific at the APEC Summit
in Vietnam, and our commitment to a safe, se-
cure, prosperous, and free region that benefits all
nations.

US interests in Bay of Bengal has three main pil-
lars: First, the most important of these is to main-
tain the Indian Ocean as a secure highway for
international commerce, particularly between the
oil-rich Gulf States and an economically dynamic
East Asia. Bay of Bengal is strategically located be-
tween the Arabian Sea and the ‘Strait of Malacca’





Figure 3: BIG-B
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which is a very important geo-strategic region for
US interests.

Second, a second and more immediate concern
is to maintain freedom of navigation through the
strategic chokepoints of the Indian Ocean high-
way in the Strait of Hormuz on one end and the
Strait of Malacca and the South China Sea on the
other. Both chokepoints are under growing pres-
sure from openly or potentially hostile states such
as Iran or China. 

Finally, the Bay of Bengal region is important to
the United States and U.S. allies because it could
become a secondary arena for great power strate-
gic competition in Asia, particularly between
India and China. The US while keeping itself en-
gaged in the more important South China Sea
domain, is willing to maintain an indirect pres-
ence in the region given China’s strategic objec-
tive to create a ‘second coast’ in Bay of Bengal
through numerous infrastructure projects in
Myanmar, Bangladesh and Sri-Lanka. 

However, US is unlikely to establish a military
foothold in the Bay given Indian reservations re-
garding such move. Rather it would sought to cre-
ate a strong partnership with New Delhi in
geo-strategic and military level to deny Beijing any
opportunity to establish permanent Naval or mil-
itary presence in the region.

Formation of Quadrilateral Security Coalition
vis-à-vis Chinese activities in Bay of Bengal: In
terms of current two powers are significant in the
region namely India and China. India due to its
sheer size and military power have become a dom-
inating force the Bay of Bengal region. Histori-
cally, the Indian Navy in British period served as
the net ‘security provider’ in the Indian Ocean re-
gion. After Independence, New Delhi gradually
limited its role in the security architecture in the
region. However, with the rapid economic growth,
New Delhi seeks to restore its role as a ‘potential
net security’ provider in the region.ix India consid-
ers the Indian Ocean as its own ‘lake’, the Bay of

Bengal thus serves as the ‘window’ through which
India could access to the Eastern Indian Ocean,
Pacific and beyond. But that role is increasingly
challenged by Beijing which seeks to build a better
presence in the region. 

Beijing’s own economic ambitions have led it to
the Bay of Bengal region. Whether, Beijing wants
to challenge or contain India is up for debate but
its interests in the Bay are clear. The infrastruc-
tures that Beijing is developing in the Bay are in-
strumental in establishing its presence in years to
come. India is particularly wary of China’s infra-
structure initiatives in Myanmar. The China
Myanmar economic corridor which connects the
Kyaukpyu port to Yunnan is a particular concern
to New Delhi. Many Indian policy makers see the
corridor as an attempt to create a ‘Second coast’
for Beijing.x The port and related infrastructures
would give Beijing a direct commercial access to
Bay Bengal. New Delhi has fears that these infra-
structures would open the gateway for future
naval presence of China. If China could secure a
naval presence in Bay of Bengal, it would not only
compete with India in the whole region for re-
sources and influence but could pose serious
threat to India’s own security and the freedom of
navigation. 

However, New Delhi is well aware of its own
weaknesses and limitations. Hence, India has es-
tablished strong political and strategic partner-
ship with other IOR and non-IOR littoral states
to check Beijing’s intrusion in the Bay of Bengal.
The Quadrilateral security coalition is the prod-
uct of the Indo-US ‘marriage of convenience’
against China. It is an informal security partner-
ship among United States, Japan, Australia and
India. The Quad is revolving around a US strat-
egy of ‘Offshore balancing’, which conceptualize
an Indo-pacific order in which US with delegate
some security responsibility to partner states (like
sub-contract) in order to increase collaboration,
Cooperation and coordination.xi The quad states
would establish a military partnership to contain
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China’s thrust into Indo-pacific region. 

The Militarization of Bay of Bengal: The grow-
ing geo-strategic rivalry in Bay of Bengal between
the regional and extra-regional powers in Bay of
Bengal has increased the possibility of armed con-
flict in Bay of Bengal. The military activities in
the Bay has increased significantly over the years
due to the emergence of Beijing as a major player
in the Bay. The Indian Navy has increased its
naval co-operation with other littoral states in-
cluding Myanmar and Bangladesh. Indian Navy
now regularly organizes naval drills and exercise
with the Navies of not only the littorals of Bay of
Bengal but also with also neighbours of other re-
gional Navies. The Milan exercise for example has
become a flagship initiative of Indian Navy to in-
crease its naval preparedness in the Bay of Bengal
and surrounding regions. 

However, the threat of an actual military con-
frontation between the rival states in the Bay of
Bengal has dramatically increased after the Sino-
Indian border conflict in Ladakh which led to the
death of 20 Indian soldiers. India in return has
sought to push back against Chinese activities in
the Seas. India has strengthened its naval pres-
ence in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands which
would in theory would give New Delhi an over-
sight over the strategic waters in IOR. In addi-
tion, New Delhi has commissioned a new naval
airbase named INS Kohassa in the islands. 

At the same time, other nations have also in-
creased their military presence in the Bay of Ben-
gal. Indian sources have claims that Chinese
Submarines and survey vessels have increased
their routine visits in the surrounding waters of
the Bay of Bengal. The US has also increased its
naval presence in the Bay. The US aircraft carrier
recently visited the Indian Ocean to engage in a
planned naval exercise with India. 

Strategic options for Bangladesh: Given the
strategic competition in the Bay of Bengal,

Bangladesh must play its cards wisely. In future,
it is possible that the entire Bay of Bengal region
could become a conflict prone region. Keeping
such possibilities in mind, Bangladesh have to ex-
plore the policy options which are best for the se-
curity and prosperity of the country. Some of the
options are discussed here:

1. Adopt an inclusive development oriented for-
eign policy: Bangladesh has to adopt a pragmatic
foreign policy based on inclusive development.
Bangladesh has to establish links and trade ties
with all concerned parties while not being pulled
into any strategic alliance from any parties. 

2. Multilateral institutionalism: Bangladesh
have to advocate multilateralism in the Bay of
Bengal to limit the probability of disputes.
Bangladesh have to support an agenda that
would serve all the nations in the Bay of Bengal
region regardless of their geographic size.
Bangladesh can encourage building new institu-
tions and materialize existing institutions to en-
sure peaceful settlement of disputes and oppose
hegemony and unilateralism. 

3. Augment naval capability: While
Bangladesh have to pursue regional peace in
Bay of Bengal. Bangladesh must also continue
to increase its naval power to ensure the security
of its own territorial sea, EEZ and possibly the
commercial sea lines of communication. The
global order is changing rapidly and plunging
into anarchy. Bangladesh must be ready to en-
sure its own security. 

4. Advocating regional connectivity: Bangladesh
have to advocate and promote the concept of re-
gional connectivity among the neighbouring
countries through institutional mechanisms like
BIMSTEC, BBIN and possibly SAARC. 

Rear Admiral Kazi Sarwar Hossain, Executive
Director, Maritime Search and Rescue Society.
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Introduction

The beauty about well-
worn adages is that it
contains a kernel of
timeless truth. The oft
repeated saying of “His-
tory repeats itself” im-
plies Historical
Recurrence- repetition
of similar events across

different time periods and geographical settings.
The theme of history moving in a cyclical manner
has found greater relevance in the twenty first
century which has witnessed the fragmentation
of American hegemony; the vigorous ascent of
China and the reemergence of Russia and the
growing importance of India and Turkey on the
international arena. Great power competition has
ushered in a period of intense rivalry (vividly de-
scribed in Graham Allison’s Thucydides’s Trap)
where smaller states are increasingly being ca-
joled, coddled, coopted and coerced  to join a par-
ticular alignment or switch existing allegiance.
States caught in the middle of this titanic all-en-
compassing turf war, often flounder to come up
with a comprehensive overarching strategy to nav-

igate unscathed the treacherous rapids of the New
Great Game.

This is where the life and works of Tipu Sultan,
the oft forgotten, routinely maligned and largely
ignored ruler of 18th century Mysore becomes rel-
evant. It is unfortunate that Tipu has received a
hostile press from a section of contemporary Eu-
ropean observers (largely British) and has been
demonized   by latter day saffron brigade revision-
ists in modern day India. The son of Hyder Ali
proved to be a versatile, multifaceted, sagacious,
statesman, who along with his father, proved to
be a significant bulwark against British colonial
expansion in peninsular India for nearly four
decades. The far ranging economic, administra-
tive and military reforms, combined with far-
sighted diplomatic statecraft turned Mysore from
a small backwater kingdom into the most formi-
dable adversary the victorious British East India
had encountered in some time to come.

The object of the article is not to regurgitate or
repeat the history of Tipu Sultan or the Mysore
Sultanate, but to draw parallels with contempo-
raneous events and derive key insights for small
states to contemplate and act upon in an ever-
changing geopolitical and geostrategic milieu, 

The Art of War of Hyder Ali & Tipu
Sultan –Lessons for Small States in
the Era of the New Great Game

Parvez Karim Abbasi
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where military might,
economic prowess, ex-
port competiveness,
competent gover-
nance, technical
knowhow and scien-
tific ability and shift-
ing circles of alliances
have acquired critical
importance. Of spe-
cial import for small
states, suffering from
security fears brought
about by asymmetric
balance of military
power in its neighbor-
hood, are the military
strategies pursued by
the two charisma rulers of the Mysore Sultanate.
In an uncertain security climate, it would pay for
small states to devote close attention to these
strategies. 

Prospering in an age of Uncertainty

The situation in the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury was quite similar to the present geopolitical
context. Effective central authority across the In-
dian sub-continent had all but disappeared-the
Mughal emperors at Delhi had all but turned into
figureheads due to self-inflicted damage brought
about by internecine succession disputes, court
intrigues, nepotism, corruption and unabashed
hedonism. Mughal rule was also challenged  by
the  rise of the rapacious Maratha confederacy,
the havoc wrecked by the Iranian  military adven-
turer Nadir Shah, the depredations of the unruly
Afghans lead by Ahmad Shah Abdali, the increas-
ing assertiveness of the Jats, Rajputs ,Rohillas and
Sikhs across North India , the virtual independ-
ence of resource rich, populous areas of Hyder-
abad, Awadh and Bengal and most ominously the
arrival of the  amoral seafaring opportunistic Eu-
ropean mercantilist traders-the British, French,

Dutch and the Danes. Peninsular India, before
the reign of Hyder Ali, was buffeted by local and
international powers, jockeying to extract greater
trading privileges and economic concessions. The
Maratha Confederacy and the Nizams of Hyder-
abad were easily the most powerful kingdoms in
the Indian peninsula. On the other hand, the
British and the French, operating from their
bases in Madras and Pondicherry had already
been actively intervening in local wars and fight-
ing to extend their sphere of influence. Through
a series of brilliant and far ranging administrative,
economic and military reforms, adoption and up
gradation of new military technology, careful nur-
turing and fostering of unity of purpose amongst
the subjects of Mysore, the remarkable father and
son duo managed to turn Mysore into a formida-
ble entity in the local and international firma-
ment. This remarkable achievement was further
buttressed by shrewd   and sustained diplomatic
outreach to local and foreign powers. It is a testa-
ment of the Nawabs (and later Sultan and de
facto ruler) that Mysore acquired its greatest ter-
ritorial limit, extending up to 80,000 square
miles, including nearly the whole of Karnataka,
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parts of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and became king-
makers in even distant Maldives. 

The lessons small states can learn from the state-
craft of Tipu Sultan and indeed his father, Hyder
Ali, (during the late 18th century) which can be
emulated amidst the New Great Game are: 

Military Modernization and Reform

Mysore before 1759, was a small, weak, disunited
kingdom that was subject to constant raids and
extortion of the Marathas, the Nizams, rebellious
and refractory local chieftains and the interven-
tions of the armed representatives of the British
and French East India Company. It is an enduring
legacy of Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan to initiate
sweeping military modernization and reforms,
based on organization and best practices of the
French, British, Portuguese and Dutch armies op-
erating in the region. The British and French had
demonstrated the strength and superiority of Eu-
ropean led and trained armies during the three
Carnatic Wars (1746-48, 1749-54, and 1756-63).
Hyder Ali, while serving in those wars had the op-
portunity to observe up-close the tactics and
modus operandi of the European armies. While
moving up the ranks within the Mysorean army
of the Wodeyar Rajas, Hyder initiated a series of
far reaching organizational and structural reforms.
There was a three pronged emphasis on building
up a European style infantry armed with the latest
weapons of the day, powerful long range artillery
and the nucleus of a decent sized navy that could
challenge western mastery of the Indian Ocean
lanes. Hyder Ali was the first Indian ruler to start
effective modernization of the local army along
European lines. To that end, he relied primarily
on French advisors, Portuguese military personnel
from Goa and renegade European soldiers from
the British East India Company. By the early
1780s, about 600 Europeans were in Mysore,
drilling and training the local troops. Hyder Ali
institutionalized the “Risalah” system which in-
volved employing a set number of soldiers using

Flintlocks (European style guns), within specified
divisions of the infantry. According to contempo-
rary European observers, Tipu’s troops “had uni-
forms, an officer corps, insignia, training manuals
and an order of battle comparable to any Euro-
pean army of the day.” He had regimental colours,
medals and a number of European style honors.
Furthermore, a sense of purpose and unity of vi-
sion was fostered in the army, and there were very
few incidents of mass desertion or defection in the
Mysorean army until the fall of Srirangapatna and
Tipu’s heroic death in 1799. Judging by existing
records, the fighting élan and discipline and battle
field maneuvers of the troops of Mysore were
widely considered to be at par with their European
compatriots. Frequent supervision and stringent
regulations ensured discipline and unity and
chain of command. 

Mysore mobilized on  a near permanent war foot-
ing and there was mass conscription in the army.
Only Dervishes, Brahmins and merchants were
exempt from military service. Thus,  Mysore’s
army grew in size too, keeping pace with the
armies fielded by the British East India Company
, who could tap into the populous regions of Ben-
gal Subah and the Kingdom of Awadh for their
military personnel requirements. Hyder Ali and
Tipu Sultan are credited for creating the first na-
tive professional standing army in India. The
Mysore army grew from 23,000 in 1760-70 to
58,000 in 1780-90.

Cavalry until recently had been an integral com-
ponent of warfare since time immemorial. Tipu
Sultan’s cavalry consisted of three units, the regu-
lars (silahdars), the regulars who supplied their own
horses, and kazzaks or predatory cavalry irregulars.
In 1780, Mysore’s cavalry stood at 32,000. By
1780, under Tipu, the cavalry was whittled down
to 20,000 .This was partly due to the higher ex-
pense of maintaining cavalry units and Tipu’s
preference for European drilled infantry and ar-
tillery. This contrasted sharply, with his father’s
approach of placing greater preponderance on cav- 
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alry units for higher mobility and flexibility in bat-
tle deployments. Unlike infantry, cavalry could
cover greater span of area, distances, choose where
and when to engage the enemy, and retreat while
maintaining cohesiveness and orderly formation.
Hyder Ali, was able to use the cavalry to great ef-
fect, during the first two Anglo-Mysore wars, har-
rying and raiding up to the gates of Fort William
in Madras. Hybridization of military tactics to suit
local terrain –combination of modern and con-
ventional  means of conducting warfare were
adroitly used by the Mysore army to counter chal-
lenges posed by both local and foreign powers.

Artillery proved to be a mainstay of warfare in the
Indian subcontinent, well before the advent of
the Mughals. The Mysore army saw large scale de-
ployment of artillery during its four decades fre-
netic wars in the Indian peninsula. Tipu placed
great emphasis on his artillery corps who were
equipped with different types of cannons, mor-
tars and howitzers. Both British and French eye
witness reports attest to the skill and superiority
of the artillery used during battles. However, lack
of uniform standardization reduced overall effi-
cacy. This was because the army was in transition
from a mediaeval to a modern one, and the
process of modernization was hampered by fre-
quent military conflicts and later on, resource
constraints brought about by territorial losses.

Tipu was also acutely aware of his own military
weaknesses and the strength of his opponents. He
often operated guerilla campaigns based on hit
and run tactics, avoiding direct conflict with his
adversaries and harrying them where he was least
expected. Extended supply lines of opponents
often were subjected to withering assaults. This
was made possible due to superlative intelligence
network, which was adept at tracking enemy
movement and intercepting clandestine commu-
nications. There was also the matter of using large
number of draft cattle, bullocks and buffaloes to
transport equipment and canons. Hyder Ali was
able to traverse a distance of 162 km in 2 days. A

separate breeding establishment for breeding cat-
tle for bullocks was set up to ensure supply chain
Interlinkage and facilitate rapid marches. 

While retreating, Tipu often adopted a scorched
earth policy, quite similar to what the Russians
did, when Napoleon’s invasion of Russia. The
enemy was forced to live of the land and access
to resources in newly conquered areas. A conven-
tional force was resorting to fight a much larger
and determined foe, like a non-state actor. These
unconventional methods greatly stowed down
enemy advances in Tipu’s domains.

In terms of creating an army with a sense of unity
and fighting élan, Hyder and Tipu were even
handed in recruiting people from different caste
and creed, based on their merits and abilities.
Though Mysore, for a period of 40 years was
ruled by Muslim rulers, the kingdom would not
have survived without the active cooperation and
collaboration of Hindu allies and the majority
Hindu populace. The powerful feudal chiefs or
Polygars were active collaborators in this enter-
prise, just like the Junker class in Prussia during
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Tipu
had encouraged a good number of Hindu mili-
tary and revenue authorities namely Hari Singh,
Sripat Rao, Rama Rao, Appaji Ram, Mukund
Rao, Purnaiah, and many more.

Both Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan were superb war-
riors, who also happened to be exceedingly gifted
statesmen and administrators. The times they
lived in were perilous and called for constant mil-
itary preparedness both to rule the country and
to protect it from acts of aggression within and
without. Hence, the military proved to be the
firm edifice on which their rule rested. Military
reform and modernization helped Mysore turn
from a weak state into a mighty one, whose inter-
national geostrategic importance was even valued
by Napoleon Bonaparte. 
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2. Adoption and improvement and effective uti-
lization of new military technology

Any discussion of the military technology em-
ployed by the Mysore Sultanate would be incom-
plete without referring to the extensive usage of
rockets, which inflicted great damage on the
British armies and later on was adapted by
them(Congreve rockets), and used against the
French  during the Napoleonic wars with devas-
tating effect on mainland Europe. Rockets have
been extensively used in the Indian subcontinent
by the Mughals, Mysoreans, Marathas, Polygers,
Sikhs, Rajputs, Rohillas and Golcondans. Under
Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan, rockets were used ex-
tensively to create havoc within enemy ranks and
to repel cavalry charges. Even the legendary victor
of Waterloo, Iron Duke Wellington, suffered
grievously, while serving in India during the
fourth Anglo Mysore war. Carrying rocket sticks
tied to triangular green, white, and red flags,
rocket men of the Mysore kingdom would move
in a unit similar to Western military unit pen-
nants. The number of the rocket men increased
from two thousand to five thousand between the
reigns of Hyder Ali and his son Tipu Sultan. Be-
sides, there were dedicated draft camels for their
transportation. Tipu’s rockets usually had iron
tubes attached to a sword or bamboo pole, having
a range of 1 km and in some cases maybe even up
to 2.4 km. The gunpowder that was developed for
the rockets was immune to the effects of mois-
ture, rendering the use of rockets in Mysore vir-
tually unstoppable. The abundance of bamboo
forests and availability of iron ore provided unin-
terrupted supply of critical ingredients for
Mysorean rockets. Successful use of rocket bar-
rage can be attributed behind the defeat of the
British at the Battle of Pollilur in 1780.

3. Establishing indigenous military arsenal hubs 

The Sultans of Mysore instinctively realized, that
in order to build up a strong military, the state

could not be entirely reliant on procurement of
foreign weapons and technology. It is true Hyder
Ali, relied on the French (the other paramount
global power, besides the British, at the time) to
reorganize and expand the artillery, arsenal and
workshop. Great emphasis was placed on iron
and steel production to expand weapons produc-
tion. Iron and steel were mostly used in the man-
ufacture of cannons, firearms, rockets, sword
blades and horse-shoes. In Mysore, the annual
production of iron per forge did not exceed 8.5
tons. Mysore yearly produced between 4,490 and
7,205 tons of iron. Tipu had established ten mus-
ket manufacturing factories (karkhanas), in Sriran-
gapatna, Bangalore, Chitradurg and Bednur. His
army used a great number of locally produced
muskets, cannon-pieces and flintlocks, which
were of a comparable quality with what was being
produced in Europe. Quick adaption, assimila-
tion and improvements to military technology
borrowed from the West was a hallmark of
Mysore.  Around 20,000 muskets were produced
in Mysore annually to cater to the demands of the
army. There were also factories dedicated to con-
struction of wagons and artillery carriages. Fur-
thermore, there were a foundry for making brass
canons and machine for boring them. Mysore
also acquired munitions and weapons from the
French, British, Danish, Spanish and Dutch to
complement the local production.                       

4.  Military Fiscalism-greater focus of Economic
resources on military preparedness

The key to building a competent military force, in
times of heightened security risk is to ensure an ad-
equate stream of steady financing. In 1770, Hyder
Ali’s dominions yielded revenue of about 0.8 mil-
lion, which Tipu’s conquests increased to 2.8 in
1792. A larger domain and sphere of influence en-
sued greater state revenue collection. This also par-
tially explains the increase in Mysore’s army during
the 1780-90 period.  In Mysore, both Hyder Ali 
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and Tipu Sultan took steps to centralize   revenue
and reduce incidence of tax evasion and the role
of middle men engaged in tax farming. Both rulers
needed to maintain flow of money from the tribu-
tary kings, which made the fiscal apparatus de-
pendent on territorial expansion. To overcome the
constraint, Tipu issued a set of detailed regulations
aiming to nationalize a number of trades, widen
tax base, and improve compliance. Concerted steps
were taken to centralize state administration and
collection of revenue. New commodities for culti-
vation were routinely introduced like sericulture
(knowhow and silk worms were obtained from
Bengal); trading depots were set up as far as
Karachi and Basra and merchants were provided
generous financial assistance and privileges to in-
ject momentum to the economy.

Mysore, similar to many proto modern European
states, practiced a variant of Fiscal Militarism-the
expansion of the economy to sustain and support
the military might of a country, in the face of pro-
longed conflict. Tipu astutely realized that the
British East India Company, with the acquisition
of the prosperous Bengal Subah and predatory
privileges of the kingdom of Awadh, were in a far
more advantageous financial position and did not
have to rely exclusively on extorting tributary pay-
ments and protection money from local rulers. 

The colonial bureaucracy and British military es-
tablishment were financed by Indian revenue col-
lections Tipu’s policies in promoting trade and
expanding government revenue was similar to
Frederick the Great of Prussia or even his invet-
erate enemies, the British during the Napoleonic
Wars. Internal resource mobilization, search for
new trade partners and new export markets, re-
duction in pilferage in revenue collection and
greater centralization were the key components of
Tipu’s plans to pay for the expansion of his army,
which more or less remained on a war footing.
Mysore’s state revenues, approximately amounted
to 3 million sterling pounds a year. It was only

after significant territorial loss following the
Third Anglo Mysore war, was Tipu unable to
keep pace with the British in terms of military
preparedness. This would be one of the contrib-
utory reasons behind Tipu’s ultimate defeat and
death at the end of an invading British army in
1799. 

Conclusion

The remarkable military achievements of Hyder
Ali and Tipu Sultan are too extensive to encapsu-
late in a single article. They truly put Mysore on
the international map and gave the directors of
British East India Company at London many a
sleepless nights. It is fair to say that the task of
colonial expansion and consolidation was made
much easier after the demise of Tipu Sultan.
Small states, who suffer from security concerns or
are wary of irredentist designs of big neighbors in
the surrounding region, may do well to emulate
the carefully coordinated vision of the Mysorean
Sultans. In this era of strategic ambiguity and
heightened risks, with a clear breakdown in the
international rules based order, economic pros-
perity is no guarantee regarding the strategic se-
curity of an individual nation. The fate of Kuwait
in recent times shows the acute danger of a lack
of military preparedness. The best bet for small
nations is to look to their own strengths and to
mobilize internal resources through better gover-
nance and trade competitiveness to invest in
building a modern military apparatus, which
would act as a deterrent to actual or putative ag-
gression from hostile powers. Small nations, for
their own interest, need to read carefully and
glean pearls of wisdom from the Art of War
crafted by Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan.

Parvez Karim Abbasi is a Geo-economics and Geo-
politics Specialist, with an avid interest in History. He
is currently Assistant Professor at the Department of Eco-
nomics of East West University, Dhaka, Bangladesh. He
can be reached at parvez_abbasi@yahoo.com 
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Bangabandhu had
put the foreign pol-
icy pursuit in the
highest law of the
land, i.e. our Con-
stitution and his
successful diplo-
matic engagement
in line with the
principles he had
set out. Please keep
in mind the plight
of a war-torn coun-

try and Bangabandhu’s efforts to sooth the suf-
ferings of his nation by alleviating poverty using
the means of economic diplomacy and high po-
litical engagement without explicitly siding with
any polar powers.  

Father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman said: ‘We are a small country, we
want friendship to all and malice towards none.’
Based on this underlying principle, our foreign
policy pursuit, priorities, and prerogatives have
developed.

Officially, the Foreign Policy of Bangladesh em-
anates from Article 25 of the Bangladesh Consti-
tution, which reads: Promotion of international
peace, security and solidarity-The State shall base
its international relations on the principles of re-
spect for national sovereignty and equality, non-

interference in the internal affairs of other coun-
tries, peaceful settlement of international dis-
putes, and respect for international law and the
principles enunciated in the United Nations
Charter, and on the basis of those principles
shall–

(a) Strive for the renunciation of the use of force
in international relations and for general and
complete disarmament;

(b) Uphold the right of every people freely to de-
termine and build up its own social, economic
and political system by ways and means of its own
free choice; and

(c) Support oppressed peoples throughout the
world waging a just struggle against imperialism,
colonialism or racialism.

In a war-torn country with almost no economic
structure, Bangabandhu prioritized his foreign
policy pursuit by striving to obtain recognition of
a newly born country whose birth was opposed
by significant world powers of that time. He felt
the need for recognition as an underpinning cri-
terion in order to commence economic pursuit
of the country. State recognition, therefore, drove
our efforts towards build up of relations with
countries and regions. 

Bangabandhu had laid equal importance to the
membership of Bangladesh to major global fora
such as, the United Nations, Organization of Is- 

Bangladesh Foreign Policy: Constraints,
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lamic Cooperation, Non-
Allied Movement etc. He
felt that Bangladesh,
with its weak economic
structure and an urgent
need for major societal
adjustment, cannot pur-
sue economic diplomacy
alone. He pursued
Bangladesh’s member-
ship and active role in
multilateral platforms in
order to get our voices
heard and felt. 

During the first decade
of Bangladesh’s inde-
pendence in the years led by Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Bangladesh pursued
and won recognition from all the countries of the
world as an independent and sovereign country.
Simultaneously, it also became a member of the
United Nations and all other major world organ-
izations such as the Commonwealth, the Organ-
ization of Islamic Conference (OIC), and the
Non-Aligned Movement. It also became the nat-
ural leader of the group of Least Developed
Countries (LDCs). Bangladesh’s foreign policy tri-
umphs were also visible in the way the developed
countries came to its aid with economic assis-
tance. USA that had viewed Bangladesh’s emer-
gence with contempt came around to meet
Bangladesh’s economic needs together with
Japan, the United Kingdom and a number of
other developed nations known at that period as
Bangladesh Aid Consortium that used to meet
those days under the joint chairmanship of the
World Bank and the Government of Bangladesh.

For a newly born state, as Bangladesh was in 1971,
the most pressing problems are often domestic.
Bangladesh’s position was no exception; starting
with almost no export receipt and nigh zero re-
serve, Bangladesh now has a booming economy,
a robust export trade, and human development

indicators that outpace even its runaway growth.
During the periods of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Bangladesh has boarded the superhigh-
way of development. This development links back
to the very successful foreign policy pursuit of the
Bangabandhu governments.  

The Mujibnagar Government maintained liaison
with foreign powers in order to garner support
for the nation’s struggle for independence. There
is a strong connect between the foreign policy
pursuit beginning from 26 March to 16 Decem-
ber 1971, and its impact on the conduct of foreign
policy after the emergence of a new sovereign
country on 16 December 1971. The global power
interplay had significant and painful bearing on
the emergence of Bangladesh and at the same
time, on the course of foreign policy our diplo-
mats pursued; A global transformation of power
marked the Indo-Soviet axis vis-a-vis Sino-Ameri-
can rapprochement which not only had its influ-
ence on the emergence of Bangladesh but also
had an impact on the foreign policy of the coun-
try that was emerging. The priority of Bangladesh
foreign policy at the outset was to get recognition
from the outside world as an independent state
as it was essential to obtain foreign aid and assis-
tance for economic reconstruction. After the
birth of Bangladesh, recognition came quickly
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from the Soviet bloc communist countries. But
the western countries were slow in recognizing
Bangladesh compared to the East European com-
munist countries. The Islamic world and African
countries took their own time to recognize
Bangladesh. 

Following the independence of Bangladesh, the
government deliberately took the policy of socialist
democracy. Bangabandhu’s philosophy always re-
flected on societal equality and equal and just so-
cietal system. The concept of socialism was
enshrined in the Constitution of Bangladesh in
1972. The first Prime Minister of Bangladesh
Tajuddin Ahmed refused to accept aid from any
country which opposed our liberation struggle.
With the return of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman to independent Bangladesh on 10 Janu-
ary, 1972, he set the tone for the country’s foreign
policy by declaring that ‘I would like it
(Bangladesh) to become the Switzerland of the
East’. This declaration itself had characterized our
foreign policy in two strong terms: neutrality to the
maximum possible extent and strong socio-eco-
nomic development.Till today, we adhere to these
principles, albeit in different connotations of con-
structive engagement and economic diplomacy. 

The main principle of the foreign policy of
Bangladesh was eloquently expressed at the UN
General Assembly on 17 September 1974: by the
following words: “Bangladesh has consistently
pursued an independent non-aligned foreign pol-
icy promoting friendship with all countries of the
world on the basis of mutual respect for sover-
eignty, equality, territorial integrity and non-in-
terference in the internal affairs of other’ states’.

This laid the foundation of our foreign policy and
defined our guiding principles as well as our path-
ways. Our current ‘Deeper and broader engage-
ment with key international actors and regional
allies’ adopted by this government led by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has solidified our rela-
tions with Europe, Americas and the Middle-East. 

With this background, I want to impress upon

you that Bangladesh’s foreign policy discourse is
no different from carrying our national objectives
beyond the limits of our own jurisdiction. And
the state that we relish today is a summated out-
come of multifarious efforts including successful
foreign policy pursuit by the government. Our in-
ternational engagement has guaranteed and then
paved the way for economic partnership with key
development partners of the likes of the USA, the
EU, World Bank, IMF and others. Let me make
an effort to visualize before you the intricacies of
relationship between foreign policy and develop-
ment by presenting some statistic: 

In terms of economic indicators, Bangladesh has
been identified as one in five global economies.
On the basis of GDP, Bangladesh ranks 44 and in
terms of Purchasing Power Parity, we are number
32. Price Waterhouse Coopers reports attest that
by 2030 Bangladesh will be 29th largest economy
and by 2050 we will elevate to 23rd position in
the world. We are the second largest garment man-
ufacturer, 4th largest rice producing country and
one of the largest remittance earning countries.
Our dependence on foreign aid has lowered to as
minimum as 2 percent of our GDP. We are ahead
of many south Asian countries in terms of UN
Human Development Index. We have achieved
constant GDP growth at a rate higher than 6%.
Our foreign reserve has exceeded 32 billion USD.

In 47 years, we have successfully graduated from
LDC to a lower middle income country, which be-
lied the assumptions of Just Faaland and Parkin-
son in 1976, who encapsulated Bangladesh’s
trauma in the phrase ‘Test case for development’
and argued, “If development could be made suc-
cessful in Bangladesh, there can be little doubt
that it could be made to succeed anywhere else. It
is in this sense that Bangladesh is the test case for
development”.

This is how we pursue our foreign policy: accept
challenges to our prosperity and do whatever it
takes to serve and safeguard our national interest
and simultaneously, keep our partners on board. 
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Please notice that I have underlined the domi-
nance of national interest in the formulation of
our foreign policy. Traditionally, the main objec-
tives of foreign policy of Bangladesh have been
self�preservation, maintenance of territorial in-
tegrity, economic advancement and augmenta-
tion of national power. International trends and
priorities, however, undergo continuous changes
and our foreign policy pursuit tends to address
these changes effectively and successfully to the
benefit of our people.

We are making strenuous efforts to change the
economic fate of our peoples, to change the face
of poverty into freedom of economic choice.
There is, of course, politics and other major
forces that influence our endeavor for economic
freedom and prosperity. Economic cooperation
should be an exclusive Vann diagram, yet we
struggle hard to keep external but overlapping
dominant factors out of our efforts. Our foreign
policy ventures to strike a balance of political and
economic priorities of the country. 

Bangladesh has made significant stride in allevi-
ating poverty, attaining food security, education,
health and sanitation, gender mainstreaming, so-
cial safety nets, human rights and so on.
Bangladesh is now widely recognized as a ‘role
model’ for development. 

Bangladesh is fast making an economic transfor-
mation. From subsistence agriculture, it is becom-
ing a mechanized, process oriented, diversified
and value added one. Technology and innovation
are the hallmark of the present day agriculture in
Bangladesh. The manufacturing and the service
sectors occupy four-fifth of Bangladesh GDP. 

We have the most liberal investment policy in
South Asia. It includes protection of foreign in-
vestment by law, generous tax holiday, concession-
ary duty on import of machinery, remittances of
royalty, 100% foreign equity, unrestricted exit pol-
icy, full repatriation of dividend and capital on
exit and many more. Other advantages include
the young, industrious and easily trainable abun-
dant workforce with competitive wages, cheaper

costs of establishing business and duty free quota
free access to the EU, Australian, Canadian, In-
dian, Japanese and New Zealand markets.

Bangladesh made tremendous success in the
Ready-made Garment (RMG) sector. We are now
the 2nd largest garment exporter in the world. The
industry employs five million workers, 90% of
whom are women from the vulnerable group.
Their employment has been an instrument for
women empowerment as well as keeping our so-
ciety liberal and progressive. A responsible busi-
ness conduct for sustainable supply chain is in
operation in Bangladesh. 

Like the RMG sector, other sectors are making
significant progress. Pharmaceutical is such a sec-
tor. After meeting up 97% of our domestic re-
quirements, our pharmaceutical products are
exported to 83 countries. The industry is now
equipped to produce bio-tech products and Ac-
tive Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API).
Bangladesh is fast emerging as a major global hub
for high quality, low-cost generic medicines. 

Our knowledge industry, ICT and related indus-
try is also expanding rapidly. Gartner has billed
Bangladesh as one of the top 30 global destina-
tions for software and IT services. Thousands of
made in Bangladesh applications are running on
I-Phones, Samsung Galaxy, and other Android
and Blackberry phones. Last year our IT compa-
nies and freelance IT professionals earned over
US$ 360 million.  Every year, around 20,000
young IT graduates are joining the sector.

Ship-building is another fast emerging industry in
Bangladesh. Our builders have drawn global at-
tention by making world-class light to medium size
ocean going vessels. The industry now commands
1% share of the US $ 200 billion global market.  

We welcome entrepreneurs to invest in the emerg-
ing sectors like textiles, leather, jute, ceramics, petro-
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, shipbuilding,
agro-processing, plastic goods, light engineering and
electronics, telecommunications and IT, power, en-
ergy, water and marine and other infrastructure proj-
ects, hi-tech manufacturing and microprocessors. 
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We have eight fully operational ‘Export Processing
Zones’ (EPZs) exclusively for 100% export-ori-
ented industries.  We are now working to establish
100 ‘Economic Zones’ (EZs) in different parts of
the country as part of our new plan to industrial-
ize Bangladesh. We are also developing a number
of Hi-tech Parks in Bangladesh for IT industries.
We offer competitive incentive packages for the
investors in these Zones and Parks. Anyone can
come as a ‘developer’ and ‘operator’ of an entire
Zone or an investor in these Zones and Parks. 

At the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, we are project-
ing Bangladesh as a country of opportunities for
business and development. We have engaged our
missions abroad in extensive economic diplomacy
and I have instructed all our envoys to focus on
building economic partnership. Our Embassies
and High Commissions are making strenuous ef-
forts to expand trade investment and commerce.
We have been making continuous efforts to en-
gage development partners in our infrastructure
development and investment in economic zone
as well as hi-tech parks.

We have taken lead in 4th Industrial Revolution.
We are working in close tandem with key global
partners and national stakeholders to come up
with human-technology balance so that our huge
human capital can be effectively utilized. 

Following the dream of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to make
our country a “Sonar Bangla”,   free from hunger,
poverty and deprivation, we are on the way to be-
coming a digitalized, knowledge-based middle in-
come country by realizing our ‘Vision 2021’ and
a developed country by 2041 through the ‘Vision
2041’. In the same line our “Delta Plan 2021’ re-
flects the far reaching vision of our Prime Minis-
ter for the development of Bangladesh even into
the next millennium. We have already graduated
to a Lower Middle Income Country. Our eco-
nomic diplomacy has made a significant impact
on the country’s development pathway. We do
not, however, contend ourselves on these achieve-

ments: we look ahead and prepare our strategies
to face with worst possible circumstances. 

At this stage, I wish to briefly focus on our ap-
proach at sub-regional, regional and global levels. 

Bangladesh pioneered regional co�operation in
South Asia and considers the South Asian Asso-
ciation for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) to be
a vital instrument for the consolidation of peace
in the region, accelerated development, establish-
ment of cooperative links and the harnessing of
resources for our common good. As a founder
member of D�8 and BIMSTEC, Bangladesh
played important roles in the formation of these
two regional organizations. Bangladesh has also
strengthened ties with its East Asian neighbors.
Bangladesh is a member of Asia Cooperation Di-
alogue (ACD), and the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF). It continues its endeavors to develop closer
ties with ASEAN and has signed the Treaty of
Amity and Cooperation in South East Asia.
In�spite of modest resources, Bangladesh main-
tains a robust presence in the Non-Aligned 6
Movement (NAM), the Organization of Islamic
Countries (OIC) and the Commonwealth. Now a
days, we are working intensively in the OIC plat-
form to establish and develop some funds which
will help countries in need in post-COVID cir-
cumstances. I will elaborate our diplomatic efforts
in the post-COVID world later in my lecture.

Playing an active role at the UN, UN Specialized
agencies and in all the international organizations
that Bangladesh is today a member, including tak-
ing initiatives, remains central to Bangladesh’s
diplomacy. We adhere to our constant policy of
multilateral engagement. 

The UN remains important for Bangladesh both
for safeguarding our independence and sover-
eignty as also for sustained economic develop-
ment.  Bangladesh maintains active presence in
UN fora. It is the second largest contributor of
troops to UN Peacekeeping operations. 

Bangladesh has been widely hailed for its construc-
tive and leadership role as an elected State in 
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record number of UN specialized agencies and
bodies including at the UN Peace Building Com-
mission, the Economic and Social Council,
Human Rights Council, the Executive Boards of
UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPs, the UNICEF, UN-
ESCO, UN Women, UN Population Fund,
CEDAW Committee, Commission of Social De-
velopment, International Telecommunication
Union, International Maritime Organization and
many. At the same time, it has secured a distinct
place as contributor of the highest number of
troops and police personnel to the UN peace
keeping missions. During this period Bangladesh
has also actively pursued peace diplomacy beyond
peace-keeping through its leadership as NAM Co-
ordinator at the UN, Peace-building Commission,
Advisory Body for the Peace-Building Fund and
at the Department of Peace Keeping Operation
(DPKO), which is a distinctive achievement in the
country’s foreign policy priorities. At this point, I
would like to pay my respect to our military as well
as civilian forces, who have contributed immensely
to the success of the activities of the UN DPKO. 

Apart from peace, Bangladesh is also actively mak-
ing its mark at the UN Human Rights Council as
a country committed to human rights and free-
doms. Its pro-active involvement, particularly in en-
acting new human rights instruments, norms and
standards has given Bangladesh greater visibility
perhaps than many larger countries at the Council.
This has also helped Bangladesh’s image to con-
tribute responsibly for the global common good.

During this period Bangladesh has been widely
acclaimed for its leadership role among the LDCs
as the LDC Coordinator at all UN fora in 2009
and at the WTO negotiations in Geneva during
2011. Its successful negotiation at the WTO in se-
curing the services waiver for LDCs for all non-
LDC markets was the highlight of the period.
Beyond that Bangladesh today has also emerged
as the leading voice among countries most vulner-
able to climate change and assumed the Chair-
manship of the Climate Vulnerable Forum, and
coordinated a common position in the interna-
tional climate negotiations, including its assertion

for ‘Climate Justice’.  

On the basis of Bangabandhu’s ideology and her
own 30 years’ political struggle and experience in
strengthening democracy, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina presented a “People’s Empowerment”
model at the 66th session of the UNGA that reaf-
firms that all people should be treated equally
and emphasizes the enhancement of human ca-
pabilities for people’s true empowerment. The
model was adopted as a resolution at the 2nd
committee of the General Assembly on 23rd No-
vember 2011 and was finally adopted by the
UNGA on 22 December, 2011 unanimously.

Bangladesh has earned appreciation from all cor-
ners as an active, responsible and contributing
member of the international community in the
pursuit of development, establishment of peace
in distant lands and in responding to the chal-
lenges of climate change effectively with its lim-
ited resources. Bangladesh today has emerged as
a role model for many countries to emulate.

Allow me to focus on our diplomatic pursuit in
the post COVID-19 world. You know, the global
discourse has taken a tectonic shift in the face of
Corona pandemic. This has a particular bearing
on us. This pandemic has directly affected move-
ment of labor vis-s-vis remittance and our export
receipt as proceeds from garments sector has
shrunk a record low. 

The fatal outbreak of coronavirus has already cre-
ated negative impact on the global economy. The
supply chain has broken due to severe disruption
of movements emanating from the closure of in-
ternational borders. I conceive that many compa-
nies and factories are at the verge of closure all
over the world including GCC countries. Many
are thinking of relocating their establishments. In
this situation, I apprehend that many
Bangladeshi workers working mainly in the Mid-
dle East may lose their employment from their re-
spective workplaces. Their unemployment will
have serious impact on our foreign remittance. 

Politically, the world may take new polarization in
the face of the corona outbreak. The growth of the
world economy is seriously disrupted. Due to re-
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strictions on international borders, supply chain
has been cut-off. As a result, production of the fac-
tories is badly hampered. Export-oriented indus-
tries are at risk of closure. While many countries
will have negative growth in the coming year,
Bangladesh has a forecast of achieving 3.8%
growth instead of 7.9% in 2020 due to corona out-
break (IMF). On the contrary, Japan -5.2%, Indian
1.9%, South Korea 1.2%, and Indonesia, Thai-
land, Malaysia, Singapore and Philippines collec-
tively contract by 1.3% of growth. The Emerging
and Developing Asia could decline from 5.5% to
1.0% between 2019 and 2020, projecting a sharp
‘V-shaped’ recovery up to 8.5% in 2021.

As per the forecast of World Health Organiza-
tion, there might be a potential threat of food
shortage around the globe due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The only way to ensure food security
is to increase agricultural farming. Presuming the
consequences of the food shortage, I wrote to all
my counterparts in the GCC countries to engage
our workers in agriculture sector instead of send-
ing them back. I also requested them to import
quality halal beef and chicken from Bangladesh.
As an alternative, I proposed to encourage their
public and private investors to invest in the live-
stock sector of Bangladesh to produce halal beef
and chicken and subsequently transport them to
their local markets. I instructed our envoys to pur-
sue local authorities to make it happen. 

Due to corona virus outbreak around the world,
petroleum price has faced tremendous downturn,
which caused severe negative impact on the indus-
tries and the service sectors of the GCC countries.
Many companies have already closed down creat-
ing huge number of surplus workforce.
Bangladeshi workers are the primary victims of this
unfortunate situation. Earlier they were hit by the
nationalization system of some GCC countries. As
a result, many are returning to Bangladesh. Ini-
tially, we tried to slow down the repatriation
process by restricting commercial flights and it ap-
parently worked well. Meanwhile, Foreign Minis-
ters of Saudi Arabia, UAE and Bahrain called me

and requested to bring back Bangladeshi workers,
who have no works there. I also wrote letters to all
my counterparts of the Middle Eastern countries
to retain Bangladeshi workers during this critical
juncture. I don’t think it will work much. 

Around 5 million Bangladeshi citizens are work-
ing in this region. A major share of our remit-
tance comes from these countries. The situation
seems to be alarming. We have already received
14,776 Bangladeshi workers from six GCC coun-
tries till 24 June 2020 (Saudi Arabia-1394, UAE-
5208, Kuwait-4783, Qatar-919, Oman-1768 and
Bahrain-704). The number of returnees seems to
increase day by day.

At this critical moment, our envoys are working
day and night to retain Bangladeshi workers in
their respective workplaces. At the same time,
they are instructed to work harder to re-generate
employments in their country of accreditation/s
in the post-corona era. 

On the other hand, we have problems with Ro-
hingya refugees in Bangladesh. We are hosting
about 1.1 million Displaced Myanmar citizens in
Bangladesh since 2017. We are facing threat to
our environment, society, and moreover, to our
economy due to this Rohingya crisis. It may also
destabilize our borders with Myanmar. Drug
smuggling and human trafficking may increase in
Bangladesh-Myammar border due to the influx
of Maynmar citizens. Recent border conflict be-
tween China and India may also destabilize South
Asian region having adverse impact on the econ-
omy of this region as a whole. 

Whatever I was narrating ro discussing, might
sound or give a picture little bit gloomy of our fu-
ture. But remember that we pursue our foreign
policy under the guidance of the daughter of the
father of the Nation Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who takes every hurdle as a challenge to
overcome with zeal and optimism and conse-
quently Bangladesh would definitely continue in
its path towards development with the same pace
if not faster facing the new challenges created by
the covid19 outbreak. 
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If we try to wrap up our discussion so far, we can
say that since assumption of office on 6 January
2009, the present government has reinstated a dy-
namic foreign policy based on the spirit and val-
ues of the War of Liberation.

This has added a new dimension and dynamism
in our foreign relations. Domestic and interna-
tional priorities are now well-integrated to preserve
and promote national interest. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina’s pro-active diplomatic engage-
ments at different summit level interactions have
helped the country earn a respectable place among
the members of the international community. 

In line with the present government’s Vision-
2021, the Ministry’s multifaceted diplomatic ac-
tivities are being carried out under the guidance
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. In pursuing its
diplomatic objectives, the government has been
consistent in upholding the principle of “Friend-
ship to all, malice towards none”, as enunciated
by the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. Imbued with this value Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s skillful leadership and
diplomatic acumen helped secure a unique posi-
tion for Bangladesh in the global mainstream
both bilaterally and multilaterally. Consequently,
enhanced outreach and interactions with all parts
of the world and new and re-energized partner-
ships contributed to significant exchanges of high
profile visits. Bangladesh’s lead role in promoting
peace and harmony in South Asia in particular,
earned appreciation worldwide leading to close
bonding not only with regional countries but also
with the countries beyond the region and with in-
ternational organizations. Multilateralism, and
promoting country’s national interest and image
through high profile diplomatic leadership and
visibility as elected members in highest numbers
of multilateral forums at the United Nations, was
a hallmark of the period.

The Prime Minister has maintained an active in-
terest in foreign policy issues since assumption of
office. As a result, summit diplomacy has emerged

as one of the priority areas in Bangladesh’s diplo-
matic agenda. The Prime Minister’s active involve-
ment in all issues from climate change to women
empowerment, development, peace and human
rights has contributed to creating extensive visibil-
ity for Bangladesh.

Our dynamic and energetic foreign policy engage-
ment reinvigorated stalemated bilateral relations
with immediate neighbors both political and eco-
nomic, and her high visibility and leadership
voice at all multilateral fora, have brought
Bangladesh back at the diplomatic centre stage
on issues such as human rights, regional security
and counter-terrorism, disarmament and develop-
ment, migration and anti-trafficking, climate vul-
nerability, and many more. Enhancing bilateral
trade and investment, specially exports and FDI,
and expanding Bangladesh’s labour markets glob-
ally was a priority foreign policy agenda. 

Bangladesh’s foreign policy works to give govern-
ment more economic choice and offer our people
better living through peaceful means of trade and
economic activities. The foreign policy of
Bangladesh takes into account the changing reali-
ties, both in the domestic and international
scenes. Our foci in foreign relations are to pro-
mote multilateralism, regional cooperation and se-
curity, combating terrorism, increasing
remittances, mobilizing international support for
debt reduction, market expansion, and promotion
of trade. We continue to work with the major pow-
ers in pursuing these goals and objectives.
Bangladesh Government’s foreign policy is geared
towards a comprehensive policy framework that ac-
commodates financial support and foreign assis-
tance in boosting agricultural productivity, training
for civil servants, improving the infrastructure,
combating corruption and terrorism, and expand-
ing employment and labor productivity. 

Dr. A K Abdul Momen is a Bangladeshi economist,
diplomat, politician and the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Bangladesh.





The Security World March 20, 202234

Bangladesh Army Chief General SM Shafi-
uddin Ahmed has emphasized on the
need of professionalism and sincerity to

uphold the image of Bangabandhu’s Bangladesh
at home and abroad.

The General, who was visiting Juba, the capital
city of South Sudan in an effort to encourage and
view exchange with the Bangladesh contingent of
the UN Peacekeeping Mission has said this re-
cently. 

The army chief visited the Bangladesh Engineer
Construction Company and the Bangladesh Re-
gional Protection Force in Juba. During the visit,
the contingent commanders briefed him about
the overall situation in the mission area and the
work of Bangladeshi peacekeepers there. 

The Army Chief took part in a views-exchange
meeting with all the Bangladeshi peacekeepers
and congratulated everyone for their good work
and reputation in South Sudan despite facing
hundreds of adversities.

General also visited the headquarters of the
United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UN-
MISS) in Juba. During his visit to the UNMISS
force headquarters, he was briefed about various

aspects of the UN mission in South Sudan by
Acting Force Commander, Major General Main
Ullah Chowdhury, with military staff officers
present from other countries.

After the briefing, he toured the force headquar-
ters and exchanged greetings with military staff
officers from various countries. 

Bangladesh Army plays pivotal
role in establishing world peace

SW Desk Report

General SM Shafiuddin Ahmed.
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The army chief visited the Con-
tingent Force Maritime Unit of
the Bangladesh Navy and ex-
changed greetings with them.

The General went to Wau, a city
in northwestern South Sudan on
the western bank of the Jur River,
to visit the Bangladesh Infantry
Battalion stationed there. He
took part in a darbar meeting at-
tended by contingent officials of
all ranks.

Bangladesh’s reputation has
spread worldwide with the serv-
ice of humanity at the risk of life.
With the participation of 1 lakh 76 thousand 669
Bangladeshis, 54 UN peacekeeping missions have
been completed in 40 countries. Of these, 1 lakh
56 thousand 353 were members of the armed
forces and 20 thousand 316 were members of the
police.

Among the armed forces, there were 1,42,790 in
the army, 6,012 in the navy and 7,551 in the air
force. Of these, 2,184 were female peacekeepers.
Among them 429 are women in the army, 22
thousand in the navy, 110 in the air force and
1,623 in the police force.

At present, there are 6,742 peacekeepers working
in 9 UN peacekeeping missions in Bangladesh.
Of these, 6,241 are members of the armed forces
and 501 are members of the police. Among the
armed forces, 5,308 are from the army, 345 from
the navy and 588 from the air force.

At present, there are 284 Bangladeshi women peace-
keepers on UN peacekeeping missions. Among
them are 119 from the army, five from the navy, 10
from the air force and 150 from the police.

Bangladesh is currently the largest sender of
peacekeepers in UN peacekeeping operations. So
far, 159 Bangladeshi peacekeepers have died in

the line of duty. Even after that, the peacekeepers
of Bangladesh are playing an important role in
the UN peacekeeping missions. They have min-
gled with the people of the countries concerned.
Appreciating the role of Bangladeshi peacekeep-
ers, Sierra Leone wanted to make Bengali the
main language of their country. But since they
could not do so according to the constitution,
Bengali is now the second language of the coun-
try. Participating in UN peacekeeping operations
since 1988, Bangladeshi peacekeepers have shown
the highest professionalism, loyalty and courage.
Their unique contributions have brightened the
country’s image in the international arena and
enabled our peacekeepers to secure a dignified
position in peacekeeping missions.

Meanwhile, the United Nations has awarded the
Dag Hammarskjöld Medal to 129 peacekeepers
from 44 countries, including eight Bangladeshis
who sacrificed their lives in UN peacekeeping
operations. The medal was presented at a cere-
mony marking International Peacekeeping Day
at the UN headquarters in New York recently.
Among the recipients of the medal are 8 peace-
keepers of Bangladesh, which is the highest as a
single country. g



Bangladesh Army Chief SM Shafiuddin Ahmed is speaking at a 
workshop during his visit to South Sudan. Photo: ISPR
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Part 5:  Circum-
stantial evidence
of pressure to co-
sponsor

In this section, I
briefly discuss: a)
statements by
Council members
at previous sessions
where they said
that Sri Lanka was

being subjected to a politicized process and b) ev-
idence that there was disagreement over resolu-
tion 30/1 within the GOSL itself prior to the
co-sponsorship and draw the relevant inferences.

Statements by Council members

In May 2011, when the Report of the Secretary
General’s Panel of Expertswas released, Russia
raised objections to it at the Security Council.  A
reporter for a local newspaper asked the then
Russian Ambassador to Sri Lanka Vladimir P.
Mikaylov on what grounds the objections had
been made and he replied,

On the grounds that it was not a U.N. report.
On the grounds that it was not done in accor-
dance with the regulations and the procedures of
the U.N.  From the very beginning it was told that
the report was purely for the Secretary-General.

So if it was for the Secretary-General why did they
have to publish it?

Then, both 2013 and 2014, significant numbers
of Council-Members expressed strong disapproval
to what was been done to Sri Lanka saying that
they considered it to be a violation of the Coun-
cil’s core principles.  For instance, in March 2013,
a group of fourteen nations including China,
Russia, Venezuela and Iran issued a joint state-
ment objecting to a report that the High Com-
missioner has tabled as support for the March
2013 Resolution on Sri Lanka.  They said inter
alia:

We note that the objective of resolution 19/2 was
to mandate the OHCHR to provide, in consulta-
tion with and the concurrence of the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka, advice and technical assistance
on implementing the said resolution….We are of
the view that in the report A/HRC/22/38 the
High Commissioner has clearly exceeded her
mandate of reporting on the provision of techni-
cal assistance, by making substantive recommen-
dations and pronouncements.  These
recommendations are arbitrary, intrusive and of
a political nature.”

Also, at the 2014 Session of the UNHRC, just
after the vote on Resolution 25/1 which author-
ized the international investigation on Sri Lanka, 

The Questionable Legality of the UNHRC’s
Adoption of a Co-sponsored 
Resolution on Sri Lanka

Dharshan Weerasekera

Part-II
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Ambassador Dilip Sinha, the Head of Delegation
for India said inter alia:

It has been India’s firm belief that adopting an
intrusive approach that undermined national sov-
ereignty and institutions is counter-productive…
.Moreover, any external investigative mechanism
with an open-ended mandate to monitor national
processes for protection of human rights in a
country is not reflective of the constructive ap-
proach of dialogue and cooperation envisaged by
U.N. General Assembly resolution 60/251 that
created the HRC in 2006, as well as UNGA reso-
lution 65/281 that reviewed the HRC in 2011.”

Meanwhile, Ambassador Zamir Khan of Pakistan
had even harsher words for resolution 25/1.  He
said inter alia:

No self-respecting country would agree to the in-
trusive measures advocated in this resolution, in
particular Operative Paragraph 10 of the resolu-
tion is inconsistent with the principles and pur-
poses of the U.N. Charter which calls for

respecting the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of States….This resolution is about politics and
not human rights.  It is also a crass example of
hypocrisy and double-standards.”

Resolution 25/1 was adopted with 23 voting in
favor, 12 against and 12 abstentions.  These are
just a few examples.  There are many others.  

Disagreement within the GOSL

Following the adoption of resolution 30/1, Pres-
ident Sirisena on a number of occasions publicly
stated that he will never permit the establishment
of Special Courts to try Sri Lanka’s soldier’s for
war crimes, an express provision of resolution
30/1 (para 6).  The Prime Minister also expressed
similar sentiments, saying inter alia that Special
Courts are not politically feasible.

Accordingly, as a matter of inevitable inference,
it follows that the delegate who approved the
Council passing resolutions bringing in such
measures could not have been properly mandated
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to do so by the President.If Special Courts are not
politically feasible because of the constitutional
change they would require, it is incomprehensible
why the President/ Government/Council dele-
gate would co-sponsor a resolution that expressly
calls for such courts unless the President and the
delegate were under improper political pressure.

In sum, prior to or shortly after the adoption of
resolution 30/1 there was information in the of-
ficial record of the U.N. as well as the public do-
main that suggested that the attention being
brought on Sri Lanka by the U.S. and its allies
may be politically motivated.  It was incumbent
on the Council, given its duty to always act with
objectivity, impartiality and non-selectivity to act
on such information.  In these circumstances, a
reasonable course for the Council to have taken
was to assess the OISL report to ensure that the
basis for the proposed actions against Sri Lanka
was sound.  And yet, this was not done.  This is
further proof that, the Council’s adoption of res-
olution 30/1 is inconsistent with Article 2(7) of
the U.N. Charter. 

Part 7:  The Charges of War Crimes and other
Crimes against Sri Lanka

In this section, I summarize the arguments made
in the Factual Appraisal.  This willhelp readers
who may be totally unfamiliar with the charges
that the UNHRC has been leveling against Sri
Lanka to gain a basic idea of what they are as well
as quality of the evidence that has been adduced
in support of them.  This will also be helpful to
such readers to better judge whether the charges
in question warrant being pursued through coun-
try-specific resolutions or could be addressed
through other means available to the Council
such as the Universal Periodic Review and Special
Procedures.  The OISL report levels eight charges,
four on international humanitarian law and four
on international human rights law.  I shall take
each in turn.  

Purported violations of Humanitarian Law

Indiscriminate shelling of the No-Fire-Zones

The charge is that, the Sri Lankan army indis-
criminately shelled the “no-fire-zones” which had
been designated as havens for civilians trapped in
the conflict-areas and thereby killed tens of thou-
sands of civilians.  The best rebuttal to the charge
is that objective assessments of the numbers of
civilians killed during the last phase—from the
government census bureau, the U.N. country re-
port for May 2009 and extrapolations from satel-
lite images of grave sites in the relevant areas
carried out by the American Academy of Sci-
ences—indicate that a relatively small number of
persons roughly 8000 (this includes the roughly
5000 LTTE cadres) was killed.

It is accepted that, nearly 300,000 were initially
trapped in the conflict areas.  That means roughly
10% of the civilians known to have been trapped
in the relevant area was killed and that number
given the intensity of the fighting during the last
phase is not consistent with a scenario of an army
indiscriminately shelling the no-fire-zones but
rather one where, if civilians  were killed it was
the result of collateral damage.

Shelling of Hospitals

The charge is that, the Sri Lankan army shelled
hospitals in the conflict-zone.  The best rebuttal
to the charge is that the army may have shelled
buildings that used to be hospitals but the civil-
ians in the relevant areas had by that time been
evacuated.  Furthermore, there is abundant evi-
dence in documents cited by the OISL report it-
self that the LTTE used hospitals as cover and
also fired from inside and well as near such struc-
tures.  These factors are relevant in assessing
whether any shelling of hospitals if such was done
was part of a justified return of fire by the Sri
Lankan army. 
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Denial of Humanitarian Assistance

The charge is that, the Government carried out a
deliberate policy of depriving civilians trapped in
the conflict zone of food and medicine.  The best
rebuttal to the charge is that the supply of human-
itarian assistance to the conflict-zone during the
last phase of the war was coordinated by a mecha-
nism, the Consultative Committee on Humanitar-
ian Assistance (CCHA) that included
representatives from all of the U.N. agencies in Sri
Lanka along with the ambassadors from the
United States, European Union, Japan and others.

The minutes of the CCHA are available and they
indicate that the foreign delegates were full of
praise for the Government’s efforts in transport-
ing food and medicine to the conflict zone during
the relevant period.  At one meeting in late Janu-
ary 2009, then U.N. country representative for
Sri Lanka Mr. Neil Buhne is heard to say that the
Government’s efforts deserve a “gold medal.”
The OISL panel has failed to consider this and
other such exculpatory evidence in coming to its
conclusions about the Government’s purported
deliberate policy of deprival of humanitarian as-
sistance to civilians.

Deliberate Killings

The charge is that, the Sri Lankan armed forces
carried out numerous deliberate killings during
the last phase of the war and these killings were
part of a strategy of war and can be attributed to
the chain of command including the civilian lead-
ership at the time. In support of this claim the
OISL has discussed four so-called “emblematic
cases.” The best rebuttal to the charge is that, in
none of the said cases is there is a clear indication
that the killings in question were even carried out
by members of the Sri Lankan armed forces (for
instance, it is plausible that the killings could
have happened in cross-fire, or by LTTE’ers
dressed in SLA uniforms and so on).

Furthermore, the OISL panel has adduced ab-

solutely no evidence to suggest that the killings
were part of an organized strategy of war formu-
lated or carried out with the knowledge and con-
sent, whether direct or tacit, of the chain of
command including the civilian leadership.

Purported violations of International Human
Rights Law

Deprivation of Liberty

The charge is that, following the end of the war,
the Sri Lankan security forces began a systematic
campaign of unlawful arrests including so-called
“white van” abductions of critics of the Govern-
ment.  The primary evidence adduced by the
OISL panel for this charge is that, in a series of
interviews given by senior police officers to a local
business magazine, they claim that just after the
war the Defence Ministry began a practice of host-
ing regular meetings of senior officers of all the
branches of the security forces.

From the context, it is clear that the meetings in
question were in order to improve cooperation
and sharing of information among the different
branches of the security forces especially in regard
to anti-terror operations.  To make a long story
short, from the fact that senior commanders of
the Sri Lankan security forces met frequently at the
Defence Ministry, the panel concludes that they
met in order to coordinate unlawful activities in-
cluding “white van” abductions, an absurd leap
in logic.

Enforced Disappearance

The OISL panel states that, in 2014 Sri Lanka
recorded the second highest number of com-
plaints of enforced disappearances in the world
and based on this insinuates that Sri Lanka is one
of the world’s worst offenders in regard to en-
forced disappearance.  The flaw in the panel’s rea-
soning is that there can be a difference between
the number of complaints of disappearances and
actual or verified disappearances.
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At the time of the OISL investigation, the Gov-
ernment had a domestic mechanism—the
Paranagama Commission (1st Mandate)—investi-
gating all disappearances from January 1983 –
May 2009.  The Commission took direct testi-
mony from the relatives of missing persons and
compiled a database of roughly 20,500 com-
plaints.  Following the change of government in
January 2015, the Commission was disbanded
and replaced with the Office of Missing Persons.

However, the database of the Commission was
forwarded to the OMP.  At the time, the Com-
mission’s investigative unit was investigating 441
complaints.  Ten of these, which included record-
ing over 900 statements, had been completed.  In
all ten, the alleged “disappeared” was found to be
alive and well and living under a different name
either in Sri Lanka or abroad.

If the OISL panel had concerns over enforced dis-
appearances in Sri Lanka, it had at its disposal
the means with which to come to an objective
and informed conclusion as to the magnitude or
lack thereof of the problem by either investigating
a number of the complaints in the Paranagama
Commission’s database or having the OMP in-
vestigate them to see if the trend suggested by the
initial findings holds true.  This was not done.
And yet the panel accuses Sri Lanka of being one
of the world’s worst offenders.

Torture

The charge is that, the Sri Lankan security forces
regularly torture detainees. The best rebuttal to
the charge is that, the OISL’s claims are based on
the testimony of anonymous witnesses and the in-
firmities generally associated with reliance on
such witnesses, namely that they may be testifying
in order to gain some benefit, for instance a fi-
nancial reward or political asylum, applies here.

Meanwhile, the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) has access to prisons and other
detention centers in Sri Lanka for purposes of

monitoring them.  For instance, the 2009 ICRC
Annual Report states that ICRC officers visited
34,423 prisoners out of whom 13,490 were being
individually monitored.  There is not the slightest
indication that, the panel interviewed ICRC of-
ficers who have visited Sri Lankan prisons and
who might have documents and notes related to
such visits to get their views on the treatment and
condition of prisoners in Sri Lanka before com-
ing to its conclusions on the purported preva-
lence of torture of prisoners in the country.

Sexual Violence

The charge is that, the Sri Lankan security forces
have been engaging in systematic sexual violence
against civilians.  However, just as with the alle-
gations of torture, these are also based on anony-
mous complainants, and therefore the infirmities
discussed earlier apply here as well.

Such, then, are the charges.  In my opinion, on
the humanitarian law issues the OISL has com-
pletely failed to establish a case while on the
human rights issues, it is difficult to see why they
cannot be pursued through the Universal Peri-
odic Review along with Special Procedures.One
might ask at this stage what might be the possible
motive for the U.S. and its allies to pay so much
attention to Sri Lanka at the UNHRC.  In order
to answer that question, it is necessary to briefly
discuss the evolving geopolitics of the Asia-Pacific
region to which I turn next.  

Part 7:  Geopolitics

The geopolitical backdrop to the events leading
up to the co-sponsorship of resolution 30/1 is the
so-called “Pivot to Asia” by the U.S. starting in
late 2011.  The Pivot, loosely defined, is a policy
determination by the Obama Administration
that the future prosperity and security of the U.S.
depended to a large extent on developments in
Asia and a decision to dedicate American re-
sources into extending and consolidating Ameri-
can influence over that region.  For instance, 
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when introducing the policy in a key speech be-
fore the Australian Parliament Mr. Obama said:

As President, I have, therefore, made a deliberate
strategic decision—as a Pacific nation the United
States will play a larger and long-term role in shap-
ing this region and its future.

The above policy was continued during the
Trump years.  Meanwhile, all indications are that
it will be followed, perhaps in an even more in-
tense manner, by the Biden Administration given
the fact that most of the key foreign policy strate-
gists and advisors of the Obama Administration
are now part of Mr. Biden’s inner circle.

The Pivot has set the U.S. on a collision course
with China, Asia’s traditional “Superpower” for
the obvious reason that the U.S. cannot have its
way in Asia as long as China remains strong.  Asa
result, China has become the U.S.’s main rival in
the Asia-Pacific region if not the whole world.
For instance, Robert D. Blackwill and Ashley J.
Tellis, two eminent scholars of American Foreign
policy state in a paper for the Council on Foreign
Relations in 2015:

Of all nations—and in most conceivable scenar-
ios—China is and will remain the most significant
competitor to the United States for decades to
come.  China’s rise thus far has already bred
geopolitical, military and ideological challenges
to U.S. power, U.S. allies and the U.S.—domi-
nated international order,  It’s continued, even if
uneven, success in the future would further un-
dermine U.S. national interests….the need for a
more coherent response to increasing Chinese
power is long overdue.

I can now turn to Sri Lanka.  Thomas Shannon,
a U.S. Undersecretary of State while on a visit to
Sri Lanka in 2015 said:

Your nation sits at the crossroads of Africa, South
Asia and East Asia….Our wonderful U.S. Ambas-
sador here my good friend Atul [Keshap] has re-
counted to me his amazement at seeing, from the

ramparts of the old Dutch Fort in Galle, the
countless ships that sail past Sri Lanka along the
sea lanes between the Straits of Hormuz and the
Straits of Malaca.  Forty percent of all seaborne
oil passes through the former, and half the
world’s merchant fleet capacity sails through the
latter.  To put it simply, the stability and prosper-
ity of the entire world is dependent on the stabil-
ity of these energy and trade routes.  And Sri
Lanka is at the center of this.

The above sentiments are representative of the sen-
timents of U.S. policymakers in general about Sri
Lanka.  Meanwhile, starting around 2009 (i.e. dur-
ing the tenure of President Mahinda Rajapaksa)
China began pouring huge amounts of money and
other resources into various development projects
including freeways and harbours leading to con-
cerns among the U.S. and its allies that Sri Lanka
was becoming unduly close to China. In these cir-
cumstances, it is plausible that the U.S. would seek
to gain a degree of influence and indirect control
over Sri Lanka in order to advance the goals of the
Pivot and also by extension to prevent China from
gaining a foothold in the island.  

The fall of Mahinda Rajapaksa in January 2015
and the rise to power of Maithripala Sirisena (as
President) and Ranil Wickremasinghe (as Prime
Minister) paved the way from 2015 – 2019 for an
unprecedented engagement between the U.S.
Government and that of Sri Lanka.  To give just
a few examples, starting in January itself the Gov-
ernment handed over the formulation of the en-
tire economic “growth policy” of the country to
an official flown in from the U.S. Treasury De-
partment. The former Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremasinghe during his testimony at the
Bond Scam hearings is heard to say, “He [the
American] gave us this system.”

The Government also overhauled the finance
laws including the tax law with the help of IMF
advisors introduced by the Americans.  Mean-
while, the Americans and their allies the British
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undertook the task of “reforming” the Sri Lankan
security forces.   This involved the U.K. giving Sri
Lanka a “grant” of 6.6 million pounds with a con-
dition that a British military attaché was to be sta-
tioned within the security forces to oversee the
disbursal of the funds.  The Americans also
helped develop a contingent of Marines in the Sri
Lanka Navy capable of being deployed with the
U.S. Marines.  The list goes on. 

Therefore, starting in January 2015, the U.S. Gov-
ernment had begun to steadily increase its capacity
to influence the internal policy decisions of the Sri
Lankan Government including by introducing for-
eigners into key Ministries and other institutions.
So, this is the context in which the co-sponsorship
happened.  It is relevant when considering not just
whether the GOSL con-sponsored resolution 30/1
under pressure but also the continuing develop-
ments regarding Sri Lanka at the UNHRC.  The
resolutions undoubtedly provide the U.S. and its
allies the external leverage (i.e. through the
UNHRC) to influence internal changes including
constitutional changes in Sri Lanka.   

Part 7:  An Inquiry into the Legality of Resolu-
tion 46/1

In this section, I turn to Resolution 46/1 which
was tabled by a group of nations led by the U.K,
Germany, Canada and others and adopted by the
Council on or about  23rd March 2021.  The res-
olution calls for the full implementation of reso-
lution 30/1.  Moreover, paragraph 6 of the
resolution states:

[The Council] Recognizes the importance of pre-
serving and analyzing evidence relating to viola-
tions and abuses of human rights and related
crimes in Sri Lanka with a view to advancing ac-
countability and decides to strengthen in this re-
gard the capacity of the Office of the High
Commissioner to collect, consolidate, analyze
and preserve information and evidence and to de-
velop possible future strategies of accountability
processes for gross violations of human rights and

serious violations of international humanitarian
law in Sri Lanka, to advocate for victims and sur-
vivors and to support relevant judicial and other
proceedings, including in Member States with
competent jurisdiction.

In my view, the above paragraph (and by exten-
sion the resolution) is illegal.  My argument in a
nutshell is that paragraph6 introduces procedures
that are not envisioned in the UNHRC’s found-
ing statutes, UNGA resolution 60/251 of
UNHRC resolution 5/1 and therefore are ultra
vires of the powers of the Council.  To explain this
a bit further:

I have explained earlier that, Paragraph 4 of
UNGA resolution 60/251 states that the Council
shall be guided by the principles of “objectivity,
impartiality, non-selectivity…and constructive in-
ternational dialogue.” Meanwhile, paragraph 5(e)
of the said resolution establishes the Universal Pe-
riod Review to enable the Council to assess the
human rights record of its members in a fair and
equal manner.  The paragraph states inter alia:

[The Council shall] Undertake a universal peri-
odic review, based on objective and reliable infor-
mation of the fulfillment by each State of its
human rights obligations and commitments in a
manner which ensures universality of coverage
and equal treatment with respect to all States; the
review shall be a cooperative mechanism, based
on an interactive dialogue with the full involve-
ment of the country concerned and with consid-
eration given to its capacity-building needs.

To turn to UNHRC resolution 5/1, Section 1
of the Annex to the resolution sets out detailed
operating procedures for the Universal Period
Review. It states that the basis of the review is:
a) the U.N. Charter, b) The Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, c) Human Rights instru-
ments to which a State in party, and d)
Voluntary pledges and commitments made by
States.  Meanwhile, Section 2 states:  

In addition to the above and given the comple- 
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mentary and mutually interrelated nature of in-
ternational human rights law and international
humanitarian law, the review shall take into ac-
count applicable humanitarian law.

From the above, it is clear that the framers in-
tended that the Universal Period Review should
look into possible violations of human rights law
as well as humanitarian law.  

The crucial idea in paragraph 5 (e) of resolution
60/251 is that the UPR is to be a cooperative
mechanism with full involvement of the country
concerned.  This does not mean that, the UNHRC
cannot investigate a country without its consent.
For instance, it can be done through Special Rap-
porteurs, but here again the nation concerned has
recourse to the Council if it has a complaint.    

Neither resolution UNGA 60/251 nor UNHRC
resolution 5/1 explicitly prohibits resort to coun-
try-specific resolutions.  However, given the guid-
ing principles set of in para 4 and the instructions
for the UPR in paragraph 5 (e) and also the broad
scope of the UPR as envisioned in UNHRC res-
olution 5/1, it follows that if the Council resorts
to a country-specific resolution it should be for a
crisis of a magnitude and urgency that cannot be
addressed through the UPR or Special Proce-
dures.  Otherwise, it makes no sense to have the
UPR and Special Procedures.  

It is also reasonable to suppose that, whether or
not a crisis of a magnitude and urgency that can-
not be addressed through the UPR is a question
of fact that must be decided by the Council prior
to authorizing any action based on a country-spe-
cific resolution.  Now, let’s turn to paragraph 6
of resolution 46/1.  I draw the reader’s attention
to the following.  The paragraph:  

Enables the Office of the High Commissioner to
establish an investigative mechanism to “collect,
consolidate, analyze and preserve” information
and evidence relating to possible violations of in-
ternational human rights law and international

humanitarian law.

Enjoins the High Commissioner to develop “pos-
sible future strategies of accountability”

Calls on the High Commissioner to “support rel-
evant judicial and other proceedings including in
Member States with competent jurisdiction.”

In these circumstances, firstly, if cooperation and
constructive international dialogue are a sine qua
non for the work of the Council, it is impossible to
justify the investigative unit set up by paragraph6
because it can function without the cooperation
of the country concerned and moreover without
constructive international dialogue because such
dialogue can only take place if the findings of the
unit are reported to the Council and there is no
requirement for the High Commissioner to do so.

Secondly, the General Assembly by resolution
60/251 has delegated the task of protecting and
promoting human rights worldwide to the Human
Rights Council.  By necessary implication, any new
procedure for pursuing the said mandate and this
includes “possible future strategies of accountabil-
ity” would have to be generated by the Council col-
lectively; it cannot be delegated to some other
entity.  Otherwise, it would violate the universally
accepted maxim, “Delegatus non potestdelegare” (Del-
egated power cannot be delegated.)  Since para-
graph 6 gives the High Commissioner the sole
discretion to devise “future strategies of accounta-
bility” in regard to Sri Lanka, it violates the said
maxim also.  Meanwhile, since the “future strate-
gies” are intended exclusively for Sri Lanka, it vio-
lates the principle of non-selectivity as well.  

Thirdly, according to the wording of paragraph 6
there is nothing to prevent the High Commis-
sioner from forwarding the “information and evi-
dence” gathered by the investigative mechanism
directly to judicial and other proceedings in Mem-
ber States (including, one must presume, in the
States that tabled resolution 46/1).  The word used
is, “support.” Meanwhile, nowhere in paragraph 6





The Security World March 20, 202244

does it state that the evidence collected by the in-
vestigative unit has to be submitted to the Council.  

I have already explained that, the OISL report was
never discussed and debated before the Council
prior to the adoption of resolution 30/1.  Mean-
while, there is no evidence that the sponsors of
resolution 46/1 ever submitted to the Council a
report to establish that a crisis of a magnitude and
urgency that cannot be handled by the UPR or
Special Procedures exists in Sri Lanka.
Therefore,paragraph 6 now allows the High Com-
missioner to submit purported evidence of war
crimes and other crimes in Sri Lanka directly to
ongoing or future judicial proceedings in Member
States and also “develop future strategies for ac-
countability” for the said crimes without ever es-
tablishing before the Council that Sri Lanka has
done anything to deserve such treatment.

To digress a moment, if Member States including
the sponsors of resolution 46/1 wish to conduct
investigations against Sri Lanka they are free to do
so.  However, if they wish the UNHRC to endorse
the findings of such investigations, reason suggests
that they should first submit the findings in ques-
tion to the Council where Sri Lanka has a right of
reply.  Moreover, the “evidence” in question could
be debated and discussed by Council-Members.  

Finally, and most ominously, since the charges in
question relate to criminal offences, members of
Sri Lanka’s armed forces as well as civilian leaders
who oversaw the war could potentially be ar-
raigned before courts in various foreign countries
including in the sponsors of resolution 46/1
where they would face hostile environments as
well as enormous personal expense to mount a
defence without having a chance to challenge the
evidence against them at its source, i.e. the High
Commissioner’s Office.  Furthermore, they
would be deprived of the chance of having their
Government reply to these charges before the
Council, thereby perhaps eliminating the need
for further proceedings.  All of this is ex facie con-

trary to the letter as well as spirit of the founding
statutes and therefore illegal.  

Part 7:  The Case for a Referral for an Advisory
Opinion

Today, the world needs the U.N. more than ever
as a forum where the various nations can meet
and resolve their problems amicable and also,
through organs such as the UNHRC, to ensure
that the fundamental freedoms of individuals are
protected.  However, the U.N. can do this only if
it is seen as credible.  The citizens of the various
nations, especially weak nations, must have the
assurance that if their country is hauled up for
scrutiny at the U.N. that their respective govern-
ments have a meaningful chance to defend the in-
terests of the country.  

The above entails that, the government of a coun-
try being scrutinized must be able to call on its ac-
cusers/critics to establish their charges according
to objective standards and if it can be shown that
the proof falls short of accepted standards to hold
them to account.  If the citizens of a nation—espe-
cially of weak nations—cannot have this assurance,
then Article 2(7) of the Charter which prohibits
undue interference in the internal affairs of na-
tions is null and void and of no practical import.

I have argued in this paper that, with the
UNHRC’s adoption of resolution 30/1 on Sri
Lanka, precisely the above situation has come
about.  For the convenience of the reader, I sum-
marize again what has happened to Sri Lanka:    

Sri Lanka had successfully ended a civil war and
there were allegations that the Government may
have committed war crimes during the last phase
of that war.

A special session of the UNHRC was held in
order to decide whether to pursue the said alle-
gations and at the end of that session the Council
passed a resolution that congratulated the Gov-
ernment on bringing the war to an end an there
was no mention at all about war crimes.

In spite of this, the Secretary-General commis- 
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sioned a panel of experts to look into the allega-
tions of war crimes and the final report of the
said panel—which said that war crimes may have
been committed—was forwarded indirectly to the
UNHRC in order to anchor a resolution calling
for an international war crimes investigation.

That initial resolution was then expanded at sub-
sequent sessions until a resolution authorizing
the investigation in question is finally adopted.

When the final report of the said investigation
werereleased—a report that concluded that suffi-
cient evidence exists to indicate that war crimes
and other serious crimes were committed—the
Council adopteda resolution co-sponsored by Sri
Lanka and incorporating all of the recommenda-
tions in the report.

The report itself was never discussed or debated
at the Council prior to adoption of the resolution
because the country most affected by the adverse
finding had in effect chosen to accept the finding
and the recommendations on how to remedy it.

It is clear that, the initial allegations against the
Government have never been established to an
acceptable standard of proof before the Council.
In sum, the Council has developed a process to
target a country and thereby gain the means of
intervening in the internal affairs of such country
including pushing for constitutional amend-
ments without ever having to prove or establish
the initial charges which purportedly warrants the
intervention in question.

The beauty of the tactic is that, once the final res-
olution is implemented it does not matter if at a
later date it is discovered that the initial charges
were baseless or false.  Since the policy-gals be-
hind the resolution are a fait accompli, it would
make no sense for the citizens of the targeted
country, even if they were aggrieved by what had
been done to their country, to go back and try to
hold accountable the persons and parties respon-
sible for misleading the Council in regard to the
initial charges.  If this tactic is accepted at the

U.N. it would render Article 2(7) nugatory.

Fortunately, the framers of the U.N. Charter have
seen to it to devise a powerful institution capable
of addressing precisely these types of situations,
namely, the International Court of Justice whose
statute accompanies the U.N. Charter.  Article 65
of the Statute of the International Court of Jus-
tice (ICJ) states:

The Court may give an advisory opinion on any
legal question at the request of whatever body may
be authorized by or in accordance with the Char-
ter of the United Nations to make such a request,

Questions upon which the advisory opinion of
the court is asked shall be laid before the court
by means of a written request containing an exact
statement of the question upon which an opinion
is required and accompanied by all documents
likely to throw light upon the question.

It is not in dispute that, Sri Lanka as a member
of the U.N. is obliged to comply with the Charter
along with all relevant international law including
human rights law as well as humanitarian law as
applicable.  However, the U.N. also has an obli-
gation to abide by its obligations to the members
and this must include scrupulous adherence to
all of the provisions of the Charter including Ar-
ticle 2(7) and the prohibition on interfering in
the internal affairs of nations.

To digress a moment, it is well to recall that the
invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan which have led
to so much death and suffering in those countries
along with extended consequences to the rest of
the world were justified or rationalized by refer-
ence to certain resolutions of the U.N.  There-
fore, one never knows where resolutions can end.

I pointed out that, resolution 30/1 recommends
constitutional changes for Sri Lanka.  If these
changes are pushed through without adequate re-
flection or genuine consent of the people of Sri
Lanka and it ends in destabilizing the country or
causing some other grave harm, can the High
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Commissioner, the Secretary-General or any of
the other U.N. officials who may prepare the re-
ports or other analysis to urge action against Sri
Lanka indemnify the citizens of Sri Lanka against
such damage?

Therefore, the citizens of Sri Lanka have a right
to expect the U.N. and itssubsidiary organs to
strictly honor the safeguard provided in Article
2(7) of the Charter.  So do the citizens of the var-
ious nations, especially weak nations, against
whom the tactic developed in regard to Sri Lanka
no doubt can and will be used sooner or later.  

In these circumstances, it is in the interests of the
citizens of the various nations and also friends of
the U.N. in generalto demand of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights or the Secretary-
General that they seek an advisory opinion of the
ICJ on whether the UNHRC’s adoption of reso-
lutions 30/1 and 46/1 is consistent with the
U.N. Charter along with the other relevant stat-
ues if there are any further attempts to keep Sri
Lanka on the agenda at the UNHRC through
country-specific resolutions related or stemming
from issues connected to resolution 30/1.  

The moment a request for an advisory opinion is
made, the court is obliged to forward the related
question to all the members of the U.N. in order
for them to provide input on the matter.There-
fore, the various members will present their per-
spectives on it, which will be determined amongst
other things by how the question effects their par-
ticular national interests.  This will result in as
comprehensive a treatment as possible of the dif-
ferent permutations of the question—i.e. the dif-
ferent ways in Article 2(7) can be or has been
exploited—which in turn will ensure that the
court’s judgment will cover all those angles.  

By referring the matter to the ICJ, the High Com-
missioner or the Secretary-General would also be
doing the whole world an enormous favor be-
cause it would at long last trigger a definitive in-

terpretation of Article 2(7) of the Charter.  To my
knowledge, in the 70-plus years that the U.N. has
been in existence there has never yet been a de-
finitive interpretation of Article 2(7).  Such an in-
terpretation whether it is ultimately in favor of
Sri Lanka or otherwise will be invaluable for re-
building the credibility of the U.N.  Among other
things, it would provide weak nations as firm a
foundation as can reasonably be expected to vin-
dicate their rights under Article 2(7) before the
court as well as other venues in the years to come.

Conclusion

I have in this paper explained that, the UNHRC’s
adoption of resolution 30/1 of October 2015 and
the subsequent resolution 46/1 of March 2021 is
inconsistent with the provisions of Article 2(7) of
the U.N. Charter along with the Council’s found-
ing statutes.  Article 2(7) is a principle of the U.N.
Charter.  If a principle that underpins an organ-
ization is destroyed then inevitably the organiza-
tion is also destroyed.  It is up to the citizens of
the various countries—especially weak countries—
along with friends of the U.N. and in general all
those who wish for an international order predi-
cated on stability, predictability and above all ad-
herence to the rule of law to decide whether they
should do something about this situation. 

Copyright, Dharshan Weerasekera, August 2021.

[The views expressed are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the policy or position
of The Security World.]

DharshanWeerasekera is a Sri Lankan lawyer. At
present, he is the Head of Department of the Legal
Unit of the Eastern Province Provincial Council of Sri
Lanka. He was born and raised in Sri Lanka but edu-
cated in the United States, at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkley and also the University of Iowa. He
later returned to Sri Lanka and attended the Sri Lanka
Law College. He has worked briefly at the Sri Lankan
Defence Ministry. He is the author of four books.
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Our first
meeting was
in the com-
pound of St.
Francis Gram-
mar School,
Quetta, where
s t u d e n t s
could drink
water from a
tank set up for
the purpose.
Over the pre-

ceding few days, I had been told by some of my
friends that yet one more brilliant Bengali stu-
dent had taken admission in the school, in class
nine to be precise. I was in class ten. At that
water tank, one look at him convinced me it was
the new student. ‘You are Shakil, aren’t you?’ To
which his response was a yes. And then he asked
me, ‘You are Badrul bhai, aren’t you?’ He had
heard about me and I had heard about him. He
was one more of those Bengalis who did better

than anyone else in studies. I was happy to have
him there, as one more member of the not so
big club of Bengali students at St Francis Gram-
mar. Class-wise and age-wise I was the most sen-
ior and Shakil was right after me. My younger

My friend . . . . . the 
scholar-soldier

Syed Badrul Ahsan



Major General Shakil Ahmed, Director General, Bangladesh 
Rifles, along with fifty six other military officers, was murdered

by mutineers on 25 February 2009. Photo: Collected.
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brothers were in junior classes.

A couple of days before he was murdered by mu-
tineers at the Bangladesh Rifles headquarters in
Peelkhana along with fifty six other brilliant and
dedicated officers of the Bangladesh army, my
friend Shakil Ahmed called me on my mobile
phone to ask where I was at that point. I was, I
told him, on my way to meet General Hasan
Mashhud Chowdhury, former chief of staff of the
army and at that point Chairman of the Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission. The reason for my trip to
General Chowdhury was simple: he had a collec-
tion of Mohammad Rafi’s songs which he wished
to gift me. Shakil then asked me if I could see
him after my meeting at the ACC was over. I
would be checking into a hospital for a minor sur-
gery, I told him, right after the meeting with Gen-
eral Chowdhury. Could I see him after a few
days? He agreed and then told me he needed to
have my opinion on certain matters. ‘Please come
as soon as you leave hospital’, he said.

That was my last conversation with Major Gen-
eral Shakil Ahmed, Director General of BDR. A
couple of days later, at home, I received a call
from my younger brother in the morning asking
me if anything was going wrong at Peelkhana. Yet
to recover from the surgery, I switched the televi-
sion on and knew immediately that something
terrible was going on. On my mobile phone, I
called Shakil to find out if he was safe. He did not
pick it up. I tried again. No response. I called a
third time. This time it was picked up, but who-
ever it was at the other end said not a word in re-
sponse to my insistent ‘hello’. In hindsight, I
came to believe that whoever had picked up the
call was one of the men who must have put the
life out of Shakil by then. As the day wore on and
then passed into the next, the sheer horror of
what had happened began to dawn on all of us. 

My friend Syeda Nazneen Ferdousi, then with the
British High Commission and on her way back to
Dhaka after an official trip outside the capital, was
in tears on the phone because she had no idea
where her brother-in-law, Colonel Mojib, was. A
senior officer at BDR and a thoroughly profes-
sional soldier, he was one of the first to be killed
by the mutineers. But, of course, we found that
out later when his body was washed up on a river
bank. Shakil, his wife and all the other officers
were brutally murdered and their corpses dumped
in a mass grave inside the Peelkhana compound.
Never before had this nation lost so many officers
together, not even in the War of Liberation.

This morning, eleven years after he lapsed into si-
lence for all time, it is the intellectual man in
Shakil Ahmed I recall in funereal gloom. At
school, he and I were known for our voracious
reading habits, for the number of books we bor-
rowed from the library, for how fast we finished
reading them. And every time I was at his office at
BDR, where it was wonderful coffee I was treated
to, we discussed books and politics and history.
There were the times when I told him I looked for-
ward to the day when he would take over as army
chief of staff. He laughed and then told me he
wished to see the day when I administered the
country. That was plain banter, but we engaged in
it anyway. He read my articles assiduously and then
called to say why he agreed with me.

There was ever the polite being in him. Here we
were, all those decades after our first meeting in
school, and yet it seemed we had never parted
company with each other. When I left Pakistan
for Bangladesh, then an occupied land, with my
parents and my siblings in 1971, Shakil and his
family stayed back in Quetta since his father was
in the army. We lost touch with each other. When
all Bengalis stranded in Pakistan, civilians and
military personnel, began returning home in
1973 under the repatriation programme arrived 
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at between Dhaka and Islamabad, I knew that
Shakil too must have come home. But I had no
idea where he was and I am sure he did not know
where I happened to be.

Our reunion was certainly a miraculous happen-
ing. When I joined the Bangladesh High Com-
mission in London as Minister (Press) in February
1997, I made a point, as was customary, of getting
acquainted with all my colleagues at the mission.
I had heard that the assistant defence advisor at
the mission, named Col. Shakil Ahmed, would be
leaving London on his way back to Dhaka as his
term had come to an end. I had no idea it was the
Shakil I knew at Grammar School. When I
stepped inside his room, which was next to mine,
to say hello, we shook hands. At that point, some-
thing happened. We kept looking at each other
for a good many seconds, and then Shakil asked:
‘Where have we met before?’ I told him it was my
question too. It was he who stumbled on the dis-
covery. ‘St. Francis Grammar School, Quetta?’
And that was it. ‘My goodness, yes’, I answered.

We had connected again, nearly twenty six years
after 1971. There was a lot of catching up to do and
we did in the few days left to him before his depar-
ture for Dhaka. A few months later, arriving in
Dhaka on a visit to see my mother and my siblings
and baby niece, I was happy to see Shakil at the air-
port. He was there to receive from me a package
sent by a colleague at the High Commission. We
stood talking before the conveyor belt waiting for
my luggage to arrive. It did arrive in a short while,
but that package (which was rather large and sepa-
rately boxed) was nowhere to be seen. We were
both perplexed and asked an airport official about
it. He told us that by mistake it might be taken to
Sylhet on the next flight out of Dhaka.

Shakil, attired in his army uniform, lost his tem-
per. I asked the official how we could retrieve the
package. He was at a loss for words, at which point
I simply got on to the conveyor belt as it went in

the reverse direction, emerged on the other side
through the fairly large, almost window-like hole
in the wall and found the missing package about
to be loaded on to an aircraft indeed bound for
Sylhet. Seizing the package, I got back on the con-
veyor belt and returned to find Shakil doubling
up in laughter. As we walked out of the terminal
building, we sensed many pairs of eyes observing
us in all the curiosity they could muster.

I miss my friend, every day. Every time I pass by
the gates of the BDR, now BGB, a searing pain
courses through the heart as I recall the afternoons
Shakil and I spent in his office talking of ideas, of
books, of politics in the country. He would have
made a very cerebral chief of staff. In retirement,
he would be writing books. I like to think he and
I, in our superannuation, would have been part of
a think tank churning out positive research and
analyses for others to build on. Shakil Ahmed was
a scholar in the true sense of the meaning. His
reading was vast; his thoughts were deep, all of
which shone through in his conversation. He was
a scholar soldier every inch of the way.

The first time we met, we were teenagers. The last
time we said goodbye to each other, he was a sen-
ior military officer and I a senior journalist. That
last time, he insisted, as he always did, on a BDR
vehicle dropping me home. We shook hands,
promising to meet again, and soon.

That meeting was not to be. The old conversa-
tions will not be again. In the deepest recesses of
the mind, a lost world gleams. Shakil and I, drink-
ing water at the tank in our school before a ring-
ing of the bell announces an end to recess, know
that our friendship is about to take roots.

The roots are yet there. But one of us has gone
missing.

Syed Badrul Ahsan is a senior journalist, historian
and author of ‘From Rebel to Founding Father: Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’.
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A lexander Vikentyevich Mantytskiy, Russ-
ian Ambassador to Bangladesh is an ex-
clusive interview with the Security World

has said that Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant is
opening a window to the world of modern tech-
nologies in Bangladesh. 

The Ambassador, a seasoned, sagacious and mod-
est diplomat has started his career since 1984. Be-
fore Bangladesh, he has served many countries
like Nepal, India and Afghanistan as Diplomat,
Consul General, and Ambassador.

On May 19, 2021 Alexander V. Mantytskiy was ap-
pointed as the Ambassador extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to Bangladesh of the Russian Fed-
eration.  

The Ambassador talked on several contemporary
issues including diplomatic ties with Bangladesh,
defence cooperation, trade, Rohingya and nuclear
energy.

The interview is as follows: 

How do you see the current relations between
Bangladesh and Russia?

The relations between Russia and Bangladesh 

Rooppur NPP is opening a window to 
the world of modern technologies in
Bangladesh: Russian Ambassador

Rabb Majumder

Ambassador Alexander Vikentyevich Mantytskiy.
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have always been constructive and cordial. The
foundations of our friendship were laid during the
Liberation War, when the erstwhile USSR ren-
dered support to the Bangladeshi people's rightful
struggle for freedom in the international arena.
On January 25, 1972, the Soviet Union recog-
nized Bangladesh as an independent state and
then, during the 1970s, significantly contributed
to the economic restoration of this country, for in-
stance, by demining and clearing the port of Chit-
tagong of sunken ships to restore its capacity. In
March 1972, high-level political dialogue was
launched as Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man visited Moscow to meet the Soviet leadership.
A number of crucial bilateral agreements, some of
which are still in force, were signed during that
visit.

The formation of the government led by H.E.
Sheikh Hasina in 2009 gave a new impetus to the
Russian-Bangladeshi ties. The meetings of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister with H.E. Mr Vladimir

Putin in 2010 and H.E. Mr Dmitry Medvedev in
2016, as well as her official visit to Moscow in
2013, outlined the directions of bilateral coopera-
tion for the years ahead. Currently, we have sus-
tainable political contacts, for instance, regular
meetings between our Foreign Ministers and the
mechanism of Foreign Office Consultations.

The legislative bodies of our two countries also
maintain dynamic dialogue. In October 2021,
H.E. Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, Hon’ble
Speaker of the Parliament of Bangladesh, visited
Russia to take part in the 3rd Eurasian Women's
Forum. Last November, a Bangladeshi-Russia
friendship group was established in the Parliament
of Bangladesh.

It is heartening to witness proximity or similarity
of our positions on the key issues of international
agenda, such as countering terrorism, cybercrime
and glorification of Nazism, preventing arms race,
including in outer space, cooperation in tackling
climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic.





Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant.
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The Russian Federation fully supports the culture
of peace consistently promoted by the People's Re-
public of Bangladesh and highly appreciates your
country's remarkable contribution to the UN
peacekeeping operations.

On the eve of the 50th anniversary of the diplo-
matic relations between Russia and Bangladesh,
which will be celebrated on January 25, 2022, I
look forward to further strengthening of our
bonds of friendship as well continuous develop-
ment of mutually beneficial cooperation in vari-
ous fields. 

How do you evaluate Bangladesh and Russia eco-
nomic relations amid the COVID-19 pandemic
and pre-COVID period?

Economic cooperation is one of the pillars of
Russian-Bangladeshi relations. The upward trend
in the bilateral trade, which took shape in the
early 2010s, has proven to remain in place even
during the pandemic. For the last 10 years, the
turnover between our two countries has increased
more than six fold. Moreover, in 2020 it reached
an all-time height of 2.4 billion USD. According
to the current statistics, for the first 10 months of
2021 it has already exceeded the mark of 2.3 bil-
lion USD. Therefore, the previous record is likely
to be broken this year. The key items of the Russ-
ian exports are machineries, technical equipment,
vehicles and metals. The supplies of milling wheat
and mineral fertilizers from Russia to Bangladesh
are also growing steadily, amounting to 400,000
MT and 180,000 MT this year, respectively. At the
same time, more than 600 Bangladeshi companies
are exporting high-quality readymade garments,
apparel and knitwear to the Russian market.

The cornerstone of our economic relations is the
long-standing cooperation in the energy sector.
Despite the hardships caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, the “Rosatom” State Corporation is
successfully implementing a flagship bilateral proj-
ect – the construction of the “Rooppur” nuclear

power plant. Last October, the reactor pressure
vessel at Unit 1 was installed. When inaugurated,
the NPP will add 2400 megawatt to the power grid
of Bangladesh ensuring the national energy secu-
rity and self-reliance. 

The Russian companies are working on the mod-
ernization of the “Siddhirganj” and “Ghorasal”
thermal power plants built by the Soviet special-
ists. Since 2012, “Gazprom EP International B.V.”
has been assisting Bangladesh in exploration and
production of hydrocarbons. So far, it has drilled
17 wells in the gas fields of Bangladesh. Last July
saw an agreement reached with BAPEX to design
and drill three more wells in Bhola district.

All the above-mentioned spheres are covered by
the Russia-Bangladesh Inter-Governmental Com-
mission on Trade, Economic, Scientific and Tech-
nical Cooperation established in 2017. On
December 13-15, 2021, its 3rd session was held
online. During that meeting, the two sides identi-
fied a number of new promising areas, such as in-
formation and communication technologies, use
of renewable sources of energy, shipbuilding, de-
velopment of the Bangladeshi railway industry
and infrastructure, conduct of geological and
oceanological surveys.

In 2021, Mr Alexander L. Rybas, Trade Represen-
tative of Russia in India, was granted concurrent
accreditation to Bangladesh, with the view to fur-
ther facilitate expansion of our bilateral economic
ties, including those between small and medium
enterprises.

Do you think that Bangladesh and Russia can
make progress in the field of defence strategy and
cooperation?

I strongly believe that bilateral defence coopera-
tion meets strategic interests of our two countries.
Our interaction is multifaceted and covers sup-
plies of modern military equipment, meetings and
negotiations between senior military officials, par- 
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ticipation of Bangladeshi representatives in the In-
ternational Army Games and Russia-hosted mili-
tary-technical forums. Military education and
further personnel training seems to be a new
promising area for our cooperation.

Recently Russian-Bangladeshi partnership in the
defence sphere has once again proved its sustain-
ability. In December 2021, a delegation of the
Ministry of Defence led by Colonel General
Alexei R. Kim, Deputy Commander-in-Chief of
the Russian Land Forces, visited Dhaka. For the
first time in history of bilateral relations, a Russian
contingent (35 servicemen) participated in the
Victory Day Parade, commemorating the Soviet
contribution into the Bangladeshi struggle for in-
dependence.

How do you look at Bangladesh’s Rohingya
issue? Will it be a threat to regional and interna-
tional security?

The Russian Federation calls on all parties to the

conflict in Myanmar to put an end to violence
and launch a constructive dialogue in order to
move towards national reconciliation. Interna-
tional community should avoid politicizing the
issue, refrain from interfering in the internal af-
fairs of a sovereign State and abandon sanctions
threats. We emphasize the ASEAN special role in
the peace process. The current situation in Myan-
mar does not pose any threat to international
peace and security, thus the only issue on the
UNSC agenda in this context should be the situ-
ation in the Rakhine State. 

We are convinced that a direct dialogue between
Dhaka and Naypyidaw is the main factor in the
settlement of the Rohingya issue, and the role of
the international community is to provide con-
structive assistance to both states in implementing
bilateral agreements. With regard to Russia, in ad-
dition to political support for dialogue and our
help to find mutually acceptable solutions, we are
providing humanitarian assistance to both 



Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen leads the Bangladesh delegation at a meeting with the Russian delegation,
led by his counterpart Sergey Lavrov, on the sidelines of the international conference on Central & South Asia:
Regional Connectivity, Challenges and Opportunity in Tashkent, Uzbekistan on Friday, July 16, 2021.
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Bangladesh and Myanmar, in particular, through
the UN World Food Programme. In addition to
official contributions made by our country, char-
itable foundations and public organizations that
represent Russia's Muslim community took part
in providing help as well.

Would you please explain us the benefits of our
mega project Rooppur nuclear power project
and will it be any obstacle for the environment?

At present nuclear energy is one of the most im-
portant drivers of the world's economic develop-
ment. An NPP construction is a huge impetus to
many sectors of the economy as the construction
of such a facility is a major infrastructure project.
As shown by the Russian experience in overseas
construction of NPPs, the project leads to the de-
velopment of many industries and areas of the
economy, in particular, the construction industry,
mechanical engineering, materials science, educa-
tion, etc. When the local industry is engaged by
Rosatom in the NPP construction, it results in
new orders for construction, land surveying, engi-
neering of various facilities and works related to
all stages of the plant construction (except for the
nuclear island building), and production of tech-
nological and industrial components for the plant.
It also contributes to infrastructure (construction
of new housing, kindergartens, schools catering
and recreation systems, education, etc.) and new
employment opportunities for the local popula-
tion. As of today, 25,000 workers are employed in
the Rooppur construction site, out of them 3,500
are foreign workers from 8 different countries.

Rooppur NPP is opening a window to the world
of modern technologies in Bangladesh. Construc-
tion of NPPs is always accompanied by the grow-
ing demand for engineering professions, as well as
“nuke” professions – nuclear medicine, chemical
industry, etc. To make up for the growing de-
mand, more than 1,500 Bangladeshi nuclear spe-
cialists will undergo training in Russia by 2022.

With the progression of the project, the country
attains energy stability, energy independence, pre-
dictability of energy prices, gains momentum in
the development of infrastructure and related in-
dustries, and delivers on education goals due to
the increase in the demand for engineering and
technical professions.

New opportunities for the development of other
fields of industry and economy will open through
nuclear technologies, which are used in industrial
processes, larger food production (the Green Rev-
olution), better water supply, as well as in agricul-
ture, medicine, etc. All these applications are
based on certain properties of nuclear ionizing ra-
diation – high penetrability, possibility of selective
tool recording, sterilization impact (in large doses)
on living organisms.

It is also worth noting that nuclear power, along
with diesel and gas plants, is the basic source of
energy generation, i.e. permanent and steady
source of electricity for the needs of the State, the
economy and households. Nuclear power provides
uninterrupted energy supply over the next 60-80
years at predictable costs.

Rooppur NPP will not affect the environment;
moreover it will help to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions. Nuclear power is one of the most envi-
ronmentally friendly and safe forms of energy. The
main environmental advantage of nuclear energy
consists in the absence of oxygen consumption,
polluting, toxic, carcinogenic or greenhouse gases
emissions. There is no such factor in the nuclear
power industry. A coal powered plant of 1000
MW capacity consumes 3 million tons of coal
every year and produces 7 million tons of gaseous
waste and 300000 tons of solid waste in the same
period. In comparison, a nuclear power plant of
the same capacity consumes 27 tons of uranium
dioxide per year and produces 0.7 tons of waste
in the same period. Clearly, nuclear power is not
only much more efficient but also a safer alterna-
tive of energy source for the environment. g
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Despite facing many difficulties, JMI is
moving forward with pride and high po-
tentials at home and abroad. 

The JMI Group is one of the world renowned and
diversified global conglomerates of 32 companies
with more than 7,000 highly dedicated and edu-
cated workforces particularly in the healthcare
services.

Recently JMI Syringes and Medical Devices Ltd
(JSMDL) has received a purchase order to export
made in Bangladesh Auto Disable (AD) syringes
to Dubai for the Covid vaccination programme.

A total of 45 million AD syringes will be exported
from July to September this year, the company said
in a statement.

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
has confirmed the purchase order of the syringes to
be exported Dubai. Besides, UNICEF also re-
quested the JSMDL for supplying syringes until June
2023. Earlier the JSMDL had exported AD syringes
to United States, Indonesia, Pakistan, and Nepal.

AD syringe is a specialised product used for vacci-
nation. The Covid vaccination across the world
has been going on using this special type syringe.
Only a few numbers of companies in the world
have the facilities to produce AD syringes, while
the Bangladeshi JSMDL is one of them. The com-
pany has had the PQS certification from the
World Health Organization since 2012.

Nipro Asia Pte Ltd, exclusively owned by Nipro
Corporation, Japan, and JMI Marketing Ltd, one
of the companies of JMI Group in Bangladesh,
have formed a joint venture called Nipro JMI Mar-
keting Ltd. This has been deemed an exceptionally
promising milestone in the medical devices mar-
ket in Bangladesh.

Despite the Covid-19 situation, Japanese Con-
glomerate Nipro Corporation has invested around
Tk128 crore ($15 million) as foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) by merging with JMI Group to launch
Nipro JMI Marketing Ltd. With this investment
Nipro Corporation's total investment in JMI
Group stands at around Tk680 crore ($80 mil- 

JMI is moving forward
SW Desk Report
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lion), read a press release.

Nipro JMI Marketing Ltd will market the medicine
and medical equipment manufactured by JMI
Group on the local market in Bangladesh. More-
over, the company will source essential medical
equipment across the globe and market the products
at home and abroad after ensuring their quality.

According to Shigetomi Hisao, the representative
of NIPRO JMI Group has achieved our trust by
producing quality products. That is why we have
not hesitated to further invest with the company.
We hope that the Nipro JMI Marketing Ltd like
our other ventures with the JMI Group will satisfy
the consumers by ensuring the products' quality.

JMI Group Managing Director Md Abdur Razzaq
said the new FDI from Japanese Nipro Corpora-
tion proves the quality of JMI Group as well as the
products they manufacture.

"We firmly believe that the new partnership will
make our commitment to the healthcare sector in
Bangladesh even stronger; ensuring our capability
of providing quality customer service, smoother
distribution and efficient sales and marketing
process," he added.

JMI Group is a leading manufacturer and supplier
of medical devices and pharmaceuticals in the
country. It has been producing essential medical de-
vices through joint venture programmes since 1999.

According to another report, Nipro Corporation,
listed on the first section of the Tokyo Stock Ex-
change, Japan, is one of the biggest manufacturers
of medical devices, pharmaceuticals and pharma-
packaging in the world. JMI Group and Nipro
Group have collaboratively worked on the devel-
opment of the healthcare sector in Bangladesh
with its joint ventures: Nipro JMI Company Ltd,
Nipro JMI Pharma Ltd, Nipro JMI Dialysis Cen-
tre, and JMI Syringes and Medical Devices Ltd.
Nipro JMI Marketing Ltd is the fifth joint venture
established in the partnership between JMI Group
and Nipro Group.

It is learnt that government will procure three

crore of syringes for Covid-19 vaccinef from JMI
Syringes & Medical Devices Ltd. 

JMI is to provide the syringes in five installments
according to the agreement. In the first phase, it
has been asked to provide 66 lakh syringes by 31
January. 

The remaining amount will be procured in four
phases by 20 June. 

According to sources, the government will spend
Tk17,82,00,000 at the price of Tk 5.40 each.

JMI Syringes & Medical Devices Ltd, a public lim-
ited company established in April 1999 in
Bangladesh with joint collaboration of Republic
of Korea, supplied 1 crore syringes and medical
device across the country to make the govern-
ment’s target to inoculate highest number of peo-
ple in a day marking 75th anniversary of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

The company, which has earned a much reputa-
tion in the global arena by producing adequate
number of Auto Disable (AD) syringes amid
Covid-19 vaccination programme, came up with
the supply on September 28. 

Earlier, on September 26, Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS) sent a letter to JMI au-
thorities asking for the required number of sy-
ringes and medical device.

JMI officials said to have supplied the syringe and
other equipment to all parts of the country before
start of vaccination on birthday of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

JMI has also housed Japanese investment with
good record of exporting AD syringe and other
medical equipment to various countries including
the USA.

JMI Syringes and Medical Devices Ltd has decided
to invest over Tk5 crore to increase its auto disable
(AD) syringe production capacity by one-third, as
the demand for the special product increased
home and abroad. g
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During the first
phase of covid-19
infestation, we
remember one
story that drew
flak on social
media in March,
2020. Assistant
Commissioner
(Land) Sayeema
Hasan con-
ducted a mobile

operation in different areas of Monirampur
upazila, Jessore. During the drive, she asked
three elderly men, including a van driver and
a vegetable vendor, at local bazar to hold their
ears with their hands in public as punishment
for not wearing masks. She also captured a
photo of the punishment and posted it on her
official Facebook page. 

Later two other field level bureaucrats have
drawn attention of the people for their weird
actions. In Narayanganj senior citizen Farid
Ahmed was fined by Sadar Upazila Nirbahee Of-
ficer Arifa Johura for calling for aid through the
‘333 national helpline’. The UNO went there
and found that Mr. Farid resides in a four-story
building. Without judging his real condition, the
bureaucrat fined the man who has no income for
a long time. Farid was ordered to provide the 100
poor families with food. He borrowed money and

pawned his daughter’s jewellery for the Tk 65,000
he needed to comply with the order. 

In another incident, Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) Seema Sharmin fined a goat owner Tk
2,000 for eating flowers in the garden of Bogra’s
Adamdighi Upazila Parishad premises. Poor
woman Sahara Khatun, the owner of the goat, al-
leged that the goat was sold at the local market
for Tk 5,000 as she could not pay the fine. 

And we also remember the famous Sultana
Sarober incident in Kurigram. Deputy Commis-
sioner Sultana Pervin illegally named a reno-
vated pond after her which was reported by
Dhaka Tribune Reporter Ariful Islam. Failing
to convince Arif, event after giving repeated
threats and offering bribes, the DC conducted
mobile court in the early hours of March 14,
2020 and jailed Arif. Executive Magistrate
Rintu Bikash Chakma who conducted the
drive arrested Ariful. During the drive, the
mobile court said they had recovered drugs
and alcohol from the journalist’s residence,
which was later found completely fabricated. 

All these recent incidents tell us many things
about our bureaucracy now. Being public ser-
vants, the above bureaucrats are insensible,
they are not accountable, they lack sensitivity
to the citizens, who actually pay their salaries
and the government officers are happy to
swing muscle using the state power. In all
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these cases the officials were
given light departmental
punishments and one was
given complete mercy as she
applied to the president. In
every stage the bureaucracy
shows little accountability
to the people who are actu-
ally their employer.  

If we categorize public per-
ception about bureaucracy,
the synopsis is like this: (a)
the bureaucracy is inefficient
in the decision making
process, (b) the bureaucracy
avoids responsibility, (c) the
bureaucracy is not accessible to the public, (d) the
bureaucracy lacks a problem-solving approach,
and (e) the bureaucracy gives preference to per-
sonal interests instead of public interests.

Bangladesh now has a mammoth sized bureau-
cracy with hundreds of additional, joint and
deputy secretaries being promoted every year
without having scopes to post them in their
positions. Reengineering, restructuring and re-
organization of the government’s overall size is a
longtime ambition as our public service system
led by systematized bureaucracy, originated dur-
ing the colonial era, is top-heavy in structure, co-
terie in thought, addicted to protocol and
authoritarian in dealing with the public. In every
step, it is felt that the capacity of the state to de-
liver to its citizens has eroded to an unimaginable
low due to ineffective, corrupt and sycophant bu-
reaucracy.  

People in Bangladesh always think of a bureau-
cracy that is efficient and corruption free. To pre-
vent corruption in the public sector, the
salaries and benefits of government employees
had been increased by the government at a
high rate. Yet corruption is the most pro-

nounced word in every sphere of the govern-
ment offices where the public service providers
are involved.    

Politicians always talk about a corruption-free
administration, but they give little thoughts
on efficiency of the bureaucracy through mak-
ing the structure right sized and smart.
Rather, people feel that a politician-civil servant
nexus exists that leads to financial corruptions. A
sustained and mutually respectful dialogue be-
tween the bureaucratic leadership and the civil
society is necessary to make the former account-
able to the citizens and systems. 

Efforts should be there to shield bureaucratic de-
cision-makers from the undue influence of stal-
warts in political and business power quarters.
Regardless of the citizens’ grievances about the
bureaucratic insensitivity to public interest, the
country cannot do without an efficient bureau-
cracy. Political masters should think of pro-people
work culture in the bureaucracy to end the rule
of rent seekers. 

The writer is a journalist.

Executive Magistrate and Assistant Commissioner (Land) Sayeema Hasan 
captures a photo of the punishment given to two elderly men.
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Strike in Donbas Wounds
30, Russia Accused of
Chemical Attacks

Ukrainian officials accused Russia at the weekend of
using phosphorus chemical bombs in the eastern Don-
bas region, while a separate air strike on a monastery
sheltering civilians wounded 30.
International law prohibits the use of white phospho-
rus shells in heavily populated civilian areas but allows
them in open spaces to be used as cover for troops.
Oleksi Biloshytsky, head of police in Popasna, around
100 kilometers (60 miles) west of Lugansk city, said
late on Saturday that Russian forces had used the
chemical weapon in his area.
“It’s what the Nazis called a ‘flaming onion’ and that’s
what the Russcists (amalgamation of ‘Russians’ and
‘fascists’) are dropping on our towns. Indescribable
suffering and fires,” he wrote on Facebook.
It was not immediately possible to verify the com-
ments.
Further south, bombs struck the Sviatoguirsk
monastery, where nearly 1,000 civilians were sheltering
at the weekend, wounding 30 people, the Ukrainian
public prosecutor said at the weekend.
And on Saturday night, a train evacuating people from
the Donbas to the western city of Lviv was shelled, ac-
cording to Donetsk military commander Pavlo Kir-
ilenko.
One person was killed and another wounded, he said.
The Lugansk and Donetsk regions of eastern Ukraine,
collectively known as the Donbas, were partially con-
trolled by Moscow-backed separatists even before
the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine on Febru-
ary 24.
The areas attacked at the weekend lie outside the so-

called separatist “republics” of Lugansk and Donetsk
declared by the pro-Russian rebels before the start of
the war.

Europe New ‘Hotspot’ for
Arms Imports: Report
Europe saw the world’s biggest rise in arms imports in
the past five years, a trend set to accelerate following
recent rearmament commitments amid the threat
posed by Russia, researchers said Monday.
While arms exports declined globally by 4.6 percent in
2017-2021 compared to the preceding five years, Eu-
rope posted a 19-percent increase, according to
a study published by the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI).
“Europe is the new hotspot,” Siemon Wezeman, co-au-
thor of the annual report for over three decades,
told AFP.
“We are going to increase our military spending not
just by a little bit but by a lot. We need new weapons
and a lot of that will come from imports,” the senior
researcher said, adding that the majority was likely to
come from other European countries and the US.
Germany in particular has already announced plans to
up its military spending, as have Denmark and Sweden.
European countries spooked by Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine are expected to beef up their militaries with
fighter jets, such as the American F-35, missiles, ar-
tillery, and other heavy weapons.
“Most of these things take a bit of time. You have to
go through the process, you have to decide, you have
to order, you have to produce. This generally takes a
couple of years at least,” Wezeman said.
He said the upward trend actually started after Rus-
sia’s 2014 annexation of Crimea, with the effects visi-
ble now. 

BRIEF NEWS
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Europe’s share of the global arms trade has already
risen from 10 to 13 percent in the past five year, and
this share will increase “substantially,” according to
Wezeman.
The opaque nature of many contracts and donations
of weapons without payment make it difficult to pro-
vide an exact figure for the world arms trade but ex-
perts estimate turnover at close to $100 billion (91
billion euros) annually.
According to SIPRI, Asia and Oceania remained the
main importing region over the last five years, home to
43 percent of arms transfers and six of the world’s
largest importers: India, Australia, China, South Korea,
Pakistan, and Japan.
While arms imports to the world’s most populous re-
gion declined by around five percent over the past five
years, East Asia and Oceania specifically saw strong
growth, with 20 and 59 percent respectively.
“Tensions between China and many states in Asia and
Oceania are the main driver of arms imports in the re-
gion,” the report’s authors said in a statement.

Russian Isolation
In the Middle East, the second-largest market, ac-
counting for 32 percent of global arms imports, the in-
crease was three percent, driven mainly by investments
in Qatar amid tensions with its Gulf neighbors.
“The current oil prices mean they’re going to have a lot
of income and that usually translates into large orders
for arms,” Wezeman noted.
The Americas and Africa, meanwhile, have seen their
imports decline sharply, by 36 and 34 percent respec-
tively, accounting for about six percent of global arms
imports each.
In terms of individual countries, India and Saudi Arabia
share the top spot as the largest importers, each ac-
counting for 11 percent, ahead of Egypt (5.7 percent),
Australia (5.4 percent), and China (4.8 percent).
When it comes to exporting countries, the US leads
the pack with 39 percent.
Russia remains in second place, though its share has
fallen to 19 percent over the past five years, largely
due to declining imports by China, which is now almost
completely independent of Russian arms.
Russia’s isolation amid sanctions over the Ukraine war
will probably weigh even more on its arms industry in
the future.
“There will certainly be a stick from the US side. That’s

been already going on for several years, that if you buy
weapons from Russia, then we are likely to sanction
you in various ways,” Wezeman said, citing tensions
that arose after Turkey’s purchase of Russian S-400
missile defense systems.
“I think the pressure will be enormous on countries like
Algeria or Egypt that are substantial importers of
Russian weapons.”
France is the third-largest exporter with 11 percent,
while China and Germany held onto their fourth and
fifth spots with 4.6 and 4.5 percent respectively.

Ballistic missiles fired at 
US consulate in Iraq
Up to a dozen ballistic missiles launched from Iran
were fired early Sunday morning towards the US con-
sulate in Iraq’s Kurdistan region capital of Erbil, officials
said.
While no casualties were reported, Iraqi and US offi-
cials gave differing accounts of the attack, which also
damaged the office building of a Kurdish news outlet.
A US State Department spokesperson told The Asso-
ciated Press the strike was an “outrageous attack
against Iraqi sovereignty and display of violence.”
The official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said
no Americans were injured and there was no damage
to the new government consulate building in Erbil,
which is currently unoccupied.
Iraq officials have claimed that as many as 12 missiles
from Iran struck the consulate and caused material
damage.
The attack is being investigated by the government of
Iraq and the Kurdish Regional Government. Iraq offi-
cials claimed that the missiles were fired from Iran,
without elaborating. US officials could not confirm
what type of missiles were fired. 
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The strike comes days after an Israeli airstrike killed
two members of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard near Dam-
ascus, Syria. Iran’s foreign ministry strongly con-
demned the attack Wednesday and vowed revenge.
Iran’s state-run IRNA news agency quoted Iraqi media
acknowledging the attacks in Irbil, but did not say
where the missiles came from.  - nypost.com

Bangladesh, US hold 
weeklong air forces 
exercise
The United States Air Force Airmen assigned to the
36th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron and Bangladesh
Air Force members celebrated the kick-off of Exercise
Cope South 2022.
Exercise Cope South is a bi-annual Pacific Air Forces-
sponsored bilateral tactical airlift exercise that provides
an opportunity for the US and Bangladesh forces to
train together to strengthen partnerships and enhance
interoperability, a press said disseminated by US Em-
bassy said on February 28.
More than 70 US Air Force Airmen, one US Space
Force Guardian and approximately 300 BAF personnel,
share best practices and complete combined training
objectives during the weeklong exercise.
During the ceremony held on February 19, Bangladesh
Air Force Air Vice Marshal Hasan Mahmood Khan, de-
livered a speech emphasising the importance of the
US Air Force and BAF partnership.
‘This is a very instrumental exercise for Bangladesh
armed forces, by which, definitely over the years
gained a lot of professional competency,’ he said.
Hasan said, since this exercise has been conducted, for
the last 27 years, it has benefited the Bangladesh
Armed Forces, especially the Bangladesh Air Force,
through developing interoperability between the air
forces.

36th EAS commander Lieutenant Colonel Kira Coffey
said Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief are capabil-
ity the US share with Bangladesh.
‘We look forward to conducting valuable tactical airlift
training and learning from each other so that we can-
not just be better, but be better together,’ she said.
Exercise Cope South 2022 is intended to exercise par-
ticipant tasks, evaluate proficiency and identify future
training and other actions that enhance partnership
capability between US and Bangladesh forces, said the
release.

Ukraine crisis: US warns China
against helping Russia
China will face consequences if it helps Russia evade
sanctions in its invasion of Ukraine, the US says.
Unnamed US officials reportedly told multiple news
outlets that Russia had asked China to provide military
assistance after it began the invasion.
The Chinese foreign ministry did not address the alle-
gation directly, but accused the US of maliciously
spreading disinformation about China.
The exchanges come before top US and Chinese offi-
cials meet in Rome.
US media outlets, citing Washington officials, say that
Russia has in recent days asked China specifically for
military equipment, including drones.
In a CNN interview, US National Security Adviser Jake
Sullivan said they were "communicating directly, pri-
vately to Beijing that there will absolutely be conse-
quences for large-scale sanctions evasion efforts or
support to Russia to backfill them".
"We will not allow that to go forward and allow there
to be a lifeline to Russia from these economic sanc-
tions from any country, anywhere in the world," he
said.
He added that while the US believed China was aware
that Russian leader Vladimir Putin was "planning
something" before the invasion happened, Beijing
"may not have understood the full extent of it".
"Because it's very possible that [Mr] Putin lied to
them the same way that he lied to Europeans and oth-
ers," Mr Sullivan said.
In response, a spokesman for the foreign ministry in
Beijing, Zhao Lijian, said the US had "been spreading
disinformation targeting China on the Ukraine issue,
with malicious intentions". 
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Russian Forces Edge Closer
to Kyiv as City Becomes
‘Fortress’

Russian troops edged closer to Kyiv on Friday, as offi-
cials said the Ukrainian capital was being transformed
into a “fortress” and President Volodymyr Zelensky ac-
cused Moscow of again targeting humanitarian corri-
dors.
Hundreds of thousands of civilians remain holed up in
Ukrainian cities, including besieged Mariupol, under
a Russian bombing campaign after the first talks be-
tween Moscow and Kyiv’s top diplomats ended without
any progress.
The Ukrainian military in a statement warned “the
enemy is trying to eliminate the defenses of the
Ukrainian forces around” regions to the west and
northwest of the capital “to block Kyiv.”
“We can’t rule out a movement of the enemy to the
east towards Brovary,” the statement added.
In the capital, mayor Vitali Klitschko said half the pop-
ulation had fled, adding that the city “has been trans-
formed into a fortress.”
“Every street, every building, every checkpoint has been
fortified.”
Russian forces are currently encircling at least four
major Ukrainian cities and armored vehicles have rolled
up to Kyiv’s northeastern edge, where suburbs includ-
ing Irpin and Bucha have endured days of heavy bom-
bardment.
Ukrainian soldiers there described fierce fighting for
control of the main highway leading into the capital,
and AFP reporters saw missile strikes in Velyka
Dymerka just outside Kyiv’s city limits.
“It’s frightening, but what can you do?” said Vasyl
Popov, a 38-year-old advertising salesman. “There is

nowhere to really run or hide. We live here.”
Britain’s defense ministry said in an intelligence update
that “Russian forces are committing an increased num-
ber of their deployed forces to encircle key cities.”
“This will reduce the number of forces available to con-
tinue their advance and will further
slow Russian progress,” a statement tweeted by the
ministry said.

Suspected Soviet-Era 
Drone Crashes 
in Zagreb
An unidentified flying device, which local media re-
ported could be a Soviet-era drone, crashed in the
Croatian capital Zagreb late Thursday, police said.
Several parked vehicles were damaged in the accident
that occurred around 9:00 pm (2200 GMT) Thursday,
but there were no reports of anyone injured, an inte-
rior ministry statement said on Friday.
Police rushed to the scene after residents reported
that they “felt a detonation preceded by a fall of an
object from the sky,” the statement said.
In a park close to the Jarun lake, some six kilometers
(four miles) from the city center, police found a crater
and two parachutes nearby, it added.
Local media quoted military aviation experts as saying
that the device that crashed could have been a Soviet-
era Tu-141 reconnaissance drone used by Ukraine.
Police sealed off the site and temporarily halted public
transport in the area.
Zagreb is located some 550 kilometers flying distance
from the border with Ukraine, which Russia invaded on
February 24.  g







Providing Real IP

BDIX Connectivity

Low Latency

GGC & Facebook Cache Services

Own IIG (Delta Infocom Ltd.)

Optical Fiber Connectivity

24 Hours Customer Services

Banani/Mohakhali Bangla Motor

Uttara Motijheel

Dhanmondi

Quality Redefined

Package Details

Delta Software & Communication Ltd.
Mobile: 01731748911, 01732066687, 01751694171, 01639030375, 01735419858

deltainfocom.com sales@deltainfocom.com/deltainfocom

1000
TK

Mbps
10

2500
TK

Mbps
25

2000
TK

Mbps
20

3000
TK

Mbps
30

1500T
K

Mbps
151200

TK

Mbps
12

Providing Real IP

BDIX Connectivity

Low Latency

GGC & FaFaF cebook Cache Services

Own IIG (Delta Infofof com Ltd.)

Optical Fiber Connectivity

24 24 2 Hours Customer Services

Banani/Mohakhaliakha Bangla Motor

Uttara Motijheel

Dhanmondi

Qu y Quality Redefined

a

Delta Software & Communication Ltd.
Mobile: 01731748911, 01732066687, 01751694171, 01639030375, 01735419858

deltainfocom.com sales@deltainfocom.com/deltainfocom

1000
TK

Mbps
10101101010101101

2500
TK

Mbps
2525222525252252

2000
TK

Mbps
2020222020202202

3000
TK

Mbps
3030333030303303

1500T
K00TK00

Mbps
15151515151511511200

TK

Mbps
12121121212121121

ls


