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Bangladesh Army is the brainchild of the
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

On Feb 05, 1966, Bangabandhu presented his six-
point demand for regional autonomy at a confer-
ence in Lahore, Pakistan where he put forward a
Separate Militia or Para-Military Force for the
then East Pakistan. 

The six-point Magna Carta was turned into one
point demand to freeing the country from the
clutches of Pakistan. After 9 months of War

Bangladesh has achieved its independence on De-
cember 16, 1971. Bangladesh Army is the largest
component of the Bangladesh Armed Forces was
founded on March 26, 1971.

Bangladesh Army now entering a new phase to
modernize and world-class training under the
new Army Chief General SM Shafiuddin
Ahmed. General Shafiuddin Ahmed takes com-
mand of the Bangladesh Army as Chief of Army
Staff (CAS) on June 24, 2021.

General Shafiuddin, one of the finest, prudent, 

Bangladesh Army: Marching
into the future’

Rabb Majumder
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sagacious, and suave officers was chosen by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina for the coveted and most
important post of Chief of Bangladesh Army fol-
lowing the retirement of General Aziz Ahmed.

Bangladesh Army got the stunning skipper who
is a son of a valiant freedom fighter and a noted
social worker of Professor SM Rokonuddin
Ahmed.

The General belongs to a progressive, enlight-
ened, and liberation war freedom fighter family. 

General Shafiuddin Ahmed’s appointment has
given new hope, aspiration, and rejuvenation
among all rank and file of the Bangladesh Army.

As the 17th Chief of Army Staff General Shafi-
uddin Ahmed will spearhead the Army’s transfor-
mation to build readiness and will herald a new
order in the Bangladesh Army. According to
Bangladesh Army’s webpage message, the Gen-
eral was commissioned in the 9th BMA Long
Course on 23 December 1983 in the Corps of In-
fantry in the Bangladesh Army. 

General Shafiuddin Ahmed has triumphantly
commanded Army Training and Doctrine Com-
mand (DOC); at Division and Brigade level, the
only Logistics Formation of Bangladesh Army, an
Infantry Division and an Infantry Brigade. An In-
fantry Division, Battalion, and the 1st
Bangladesh Battalion (only one of its kinds) at
Bangladesh Military Academy. The General has
also quintessential experience of commanding
multinational forces in a start-up peacekeeping
mission as the pioneer Deputy Force Com-
mander in the United Nations Multidimensional
Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central
African Republic (MINUSCA).

General Shafiuddin has served as the Director-
General of Bangladesh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies (BIISS), and Senior Direct-
ing Staff (Army) of National Defence College
(NDC), Bangladesh. The General has also served
as Brigade Major of an Infantry Brigade and
Grade-1 Staff Officer at the Formation Headquar-
ters. He has also served as the Chief of Doctrine





SM Shafiuddin Ahmed, the new chief of army staff, being adorned with the general rank badge by the chief of naval
staff and the chief of air staff, in presence of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the Gono Bhaban. Photo: ISPR
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Division in ARTDOC and
Director of Military Training
Directorate at the Army
Headquarters.

The General has partaken in
several military courses both
at home and abroad. He is a
graduate of Defence Services
Command and Staff College
(DSCSC), Mirpur,
Bangladesh. General Shafi-
uddin has attended Interna-
tional Symposium Course at National Defence
University (NDU), China, and Defence and
Strategic Studies Course at the same University.
He is also a NESA graduate from NDU, Wash-
ington DC. Besides, General Shafiuddin led mil-
itary delegations to the USA, China, India,
Japan, Kuwait, Indonesia, Nepal, Singapore, and
Sri Lanka, and held bilateral talks with the senior
military leadership on regional security and de-
fense cooperation.

General Shafiuddin has achieved three Master's
Degrees in three different subjects. The General
was awarded an MPhil degree with First Class on
Development and Security Studies from
Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUP) and
is pursuing his doctoral research in the same uni-
versity. He has received Masters in Defence Stud-
ies (MDS) from National University, Bangladesh.
He has furthermore obtained Masters of Business
Administration (MBA) from Dhaka University
where he secured 1st position and received MIST
Gold Medal.

The General has traveled to many countries
around the world. He is a Sports loving General
and a good Golfer. The General has also served
as the President of the Army Golf Club for a long
time. Happily married to Noorjahan Ahmed, the
General is a proud father of two lovely daughters.
The siblings are Dr. Sheikh Rubaiya Ahmed and
Sheikh Rufaida Fatima.

According to Cory Booker, “If your actions create
a legacy that inspires others to dream more, learn
more, do more, and become more, then you are
an excellent leader”. “Leaders are made, they are
not born. They are made by hard efforts which is
the price which all of us must pay to achieve any
goal that is worthwhile.” Leadership is not a po-
sition or title it is action and example’.

The above notion validates in the case of
Bangladesh Army Chief General SM Shafiuddin
Ahmed for his unwavering leadership ability and
acumen in the most disciplined forces of the
Bangladesh Army. Bangladesh Army was lauded
by the international community for its impressive
record of achievement, leadership, and participa-
tion in the UN peacekeeping and peace support
initiatives.

Bangladesh Army has also been actively engaged
in nation-building and all-natural catastrophes in
the aid of civil administration. 

General Shafiuddin Ahmed has escalated this
topmost position through the steep slopes of sol-
dering from day one and had to undergo arduous
practices and training at the Bangladesh Military
Academy with 37 years soldering from captain to
commander.

The General has reaped artistry and agility by ac-
complishing multidimensional capacity in various
fields and has proved himself as a role model for
the next generation of Bangladesh’s Army. g



The newly appointed Chief of Army Staff General SM Shafiuddin Ahmed 
being presented guard of honor at Senakunja. Photo: ISPR
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In November 2020
election, National
League for Democ-
racy (NLD) led by
Aung San Suu Kyi
had a landslide vic-
tory over Union
Solidarity and De-
velopment Party
(USDP) led by
Than Htay sup-

ported by TATMADAW (Myanmar Armed
Forces). Military rejected the result claiming wide-
spread fraud and demanding reelection. This was
not taken into cognizance by election commis-
sion. The preparation for parliament session was
in progress that led to this coup by TATMADAW
mainly for two reasons: 

a. TATMADAW felt humiliated that their griev-
ances were not taken into consideration.  

b. TATMADAW understood, if Suu Kyi forms
government and continues Civilian Government

for next 5 years then the days of military influ-
ence in politics and running the country (Directly
or Indirectly) are numbered. So the situation for
military was now or never. On 01 February 2021
TATMADAW staged a coup under Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hla.

Senior General Min Aung Hla: He is a Bamar
(Majority in Myanmar), grew up in the military
as a mediocre but clam and composed with tenac-
ity and know to be a pursuer of aim. He is little
egoistic as well. He enjoys immense power given
by the 2008 constitution (Military Crafted) to an
extent that he actually gave himself extension for
five years which would be over in 2021. After be-
coming commander-in-chief of Defence Service
in 2011, he said “We have an unfinished job to
be done”.   

Following this we have seen heightened persecu-
tion of Rohingya in Myanmar. After the ‘Ethnic
Cleansing’ of Rohingya from Rakhine in 2017,
when the West and World Community were pur-
suing to repatriate the Rohingya his comment was 

Myanmar coup and Bangladesh
perspective

Lieutenant General Md Mahfuzur Rahman (LPR)
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“we did not send them to bring them back” This
powerful man in Myanmar leads an organization
possibly more than just an armed forces called
TATMADAW.

TATMADAW: Directly or indirectly TAT-
MADAW is ruling the country for seven decades.
Military under a military over time turns into
monster and TATMADAW is no exception. It is
also a meritocratic organization with institutional
strength, possibly only institution that outshines
others in that country. Monstrous organization
with meritocracy the mix is very dangerous.  They
run huge business, control economy to a great ex-
tent, look after Ministry of Interior Defense &
Security and Immigration (Boarder) having influ-
ence in external ministry. 

Constitution allows 25% military seats in the par-
liament beside their supported political party.
The National Defence and Security Council the
highest executive body in the country that has the
power to dissolve the parliament if situation de-

mands. This council in military majority led.
Myanmar Generals are smart people the way they
handled the Rohingya issue and took both the re-
gional powers on their side and two permanent
numbers in UN Security Council (UNSC) that
UNSC even could not condemn the crackdown
on Rohingyas. Their understanding on geopoli-
tics and geo-strategy are praiseworthy. 

When you are sitting across the table with a TAT-
MADAW General, you are not sitting across a se-
curity person only but also an intellectual, a
diplomat, a businessman, a politician and a
leader of a meritocratic organization (all in one)
who has institutional knowledge of running the
country several decades. They talk less listen more
expression seldom reveals conclusion. In case of
Rohingya issue we need to understand that we are
dealing with a smart set of professionals. 

Aung San Suu Kyi: She became world famous for
campaigns for restoration of democracy in 90s.
She spent 15 years in house arrest between 1987-





Myanmar army on duty on the streets.
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2010, awarded Nobel Prize for Peace in 1991. In
2015 election NLD was victorious after 25 years
in a contested election in Myanmar. 

She fell for grace when she did not condemn the
military crackdown on Rohingya in Aug 2017.Her
background and connection with West and ap-
parent heroism in fighting for democracy and
peace influenced West to put her on a high
pedestal. To my understanding she is just a racist
power hungry politician and my rationales are: (i)
In 2014, I went to listen to her talk at Sandhurst
Military Academy, UK. After her address my com-
patriot asked her position on persecution of mi-
nority in her country specially Rohingyas. She
answered that “both majority and minority are in
fear” and this is ramifications of fear so she has
no comments on this. 

This “Both in Fears” arithmetic is not difficult to
understand. She is just a politician and the elec-
tion was coming up in 2015 and she could not
annoy majority or TATMADAW for Rohingyas
for moral reason. (ii)In December 2019 she went
to The Hague, International Court of Justice
(ICJ) to defend TATMADAW from allegation of
genocide and ‘ethnic cleansing’. Her decision for
going to ICJ had own her huge popularity back
at home. There were billboards in every parts of
Myanmar where Suu Kyi in front and the TAT-
MADAW Generals pictures at her back and the
caption read “We are with you”. She was ready to
compromise her fame as hero of democracy and
peace for power hungry politics. The election was
upcoming in 2020.

In ICJ court room we were sitting same 20 feet
away from her. She was calm and indifferent to
the evidences of genocide put up by the Gambian
side. When Gambian lawyer showed pictures of
genocide at Inn Din village on the screen where
Rohingya men were hauled together kneeling
down and next picture all were beheaded that

touched almost everyone in the court room.
Some Rohingya widows were in the court room
too, their sobbing saddened the atmosphere of
court room but I noticed Suu Kyi, the so called
mother of democracy and peace was unmoved. 

She was wearing a smile of indifference on her
face. (iii) In 2013, BBC presenter Mishal Husain
interviewed Suu Kyi where she was pressing Suu
Kyi on a political challenge she was not handling
well mentioning Rohingya persecution issue. Suu
Kyi came up with her baffling “Both sides in fear”
stance and she was rarely worse than in her inter-
view with Husain, where she became defensive.
After the interview, Suu Kyi did not realize that
microphone was on, expressed her anger to an
aide, “No one told me I was going to be inter-
viewed by a Muslim”. 

This is not a mother of democracy not an icon of
humanity and Nobel laureate on peace. This is
purely raciest. She is a power hungry racist politi-
cian afflicted by Bamar supremacy. She hates Ro-
hingyas. However, she may be a smart politician
but TATMADAW is smarter. Finally, if it is
‘hunger for power’ then Min Aung Hla has
greater hunger than Suu Kyi. At the end she
failed to realize ‘No Go Areas’ of TATMADAW.

China Factor: In 2019 while visiting China Senior
General Min Aung Hla at the meeting with Xi Jin
Ping, President Xi said Myanmar is a strategic part-
ner of China (A strategic partner is also a devel-
opment partner but development partner is not
necessarily a strategic partner, Bangladesh is a de-
velopment partner). In reply Senior General said,
TATMADAW will always remain by the side of
China. These vocabularies have deep meaning. 

China’s energy security is a strategic issue and
centre of gravity of Chinese economic develop-
ment. China’s gas and oil pipeline go from Myan-
mar Kyaukphyu (Sittwe) port through once
Rohingya majority parts of Rakhine State to Kun- 
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ming (China). China
needs Myanmar for her
energy security. China
would like to avoid
Malacca strait and precari-
ous South China Sea as
much as possible. China
has no moral dilemma in
supporting Junta. 

Russia Factor: Russia is
biggest arms seller to
Myanmar after China.
They have deep military
cooperation and exchange
programs. Russian contin-
gent participated in Myan-
mar Armed Forces Day
parade on 27 March 2021
after this coup. Even Russ-
ian Deputy Defence Min-
ister was present in the
occasion. Senior General
Min AungHla acknowl-
edged Russian this gesture
with gratitude. Russia has
also no moral dilemma in
supporting Junta. 

Indian Factor: India’s KALADAN Multi-Model
Transit Transport Project is strategic for its con-
nectivity to her eastern states through Bay of Ben-
gal, Kaladan River and Rakhine State of
Myanmar. India has invested a lot in this project.
India including her Western Allies do not want
Myanmar should totally fall into the fold of China
for geopolitical and geo-strategic reasons. In Ro-
hingya issue India hid her moral dilemma for
geopolitical reasons but could not hide her moral
dilemma in the event of coup in Myanmar. 

What is next: As long as there is support from
China and Russia, Myanmar Military is going to

hold on to power for two reasons:

(i) Their primacy in running the country directly
or indirectly will disappear if they give into pres-
sure. 

(ii) TATMADAW’s understanding is ‘Union of
Myanmar’ will fall apart without military in the
helm of affair in Myanmar. 

Unity Government: This initiative will give more
impetus to the civil disobedience in Myanmar but
itself cannot make any headway in removing
Junta. ASEAN has already legitimized Junta by
inviting Min Aung Hla to attend the summit.
However, Unity Government along with its mili-
tary wing (uniting all ethnic Armed Group) may



President Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
are exchanging greetings with the members of the Army.



The Security World July 18, 202112

create huge pressure on TATMADAW, Junta’s
focus will be dissipated. It has to be remembered
that brute force shall only give in to brute force.
No amount of international pressure, sanctions
or negotiations shall produce result. In the past
TATMADAW withstood against all these tools.  

ASEAN Peace Brokering: This may reduce the
brutality of TATMADAW on civil disobedience
but military will not be negotiating on handing
over power to NLD and go back to barracks. TAT-
MADAW understands this option will reduce
them to subservient force under civilian/political
force which they shall not agree. 

However, they may agree to release political pris-
oners including Suu Kyi in exchange of fulfilling
their demand of having a free and fare election
once situation is stabilized in the country and
hand over power to elected government. TAT-
MADAW is unlikely to move from their goal as
long as two permanent members in the UN Secu-
rity Council remain on their side. This may result
near civil war situation where China’s and Rus-
sia’s interests will also be hurt over time. Despite
resource rich Myanmar will be impoverishing.     

Security Concerns for Bangladesh: All dissident
groups will be hyper active since TATMADAW at-
tention is in centre on holding on to power. Arakan
Army (AA) in Rakhine will be active too. We may
see Rohingya Armed Group surfacing in stronger
form in Rakhine. In this crisis time AA and Ro-
hingya Armed Group are likely to follow peaceful
co-existence policy and fight government forces. 

The Karen, Kachin, Shan Armed Groups will do
the same. However when TATMADAW will see
that their situation becoming untenable then to
divert attention and prove their relevance as sav-
ior of the Union, will focus on Rakhine State be-
came the other Armed Groups boarding China,
India and Thailand where TATMADAW will be
little hesitant to undertake adventure. Only
Bangladesh border available for their adventure

if any (they have done in the past with impunity). 

In such scenario there is likely to be spillover ef-
fects in the rugged boarding areas in our South
East. We may also notice increase in arms smug-
gling and drug trafficking. We may expect crack-
down on AA &Rohingya Armed Group in
Rakhine when situation is under control in the
streets of Naypyidaw, Yangon and Mandalay.

Ways Forward: Bangladesh should continue to
maintain her ‘Zero Tolerance Policy’ on exotic
groups using her territory to destabilize neighbor.

Increase vigilance along the border and heightened
intelligence activities to avoid being surprised.
However, Bangladesh may move cautiously and ob-
serve closely as the situation unfolds in Myanmar
and refrain from taking any side prematurely. 

Meanwhile, at this fragile time ‘track two’ initia-
tive may go ahead with TATMADAW led admin-
istration in negotiating early repatriation of
Rohingyas in exchange of silence or tacit support.
Again through ‘track two’ Rohingya Organization
may be encouraged to express solidarity with
‘Unity Government’ led by NLD. This is the time
NLD led ‘Unity Government’ may give space to
Rohingyas.   

Bangladesh earned due respect by sheltering/ac-
cepting the Rohingya population on humanitar-
ian ground. This noble gesture should not turn
into a burden for Bangladesh. Amicable and re-
spectable repatriation of these huge Rohingyas
seems a far cry at this moment. However, repatri-
ation should be the ultimate goal of Bangladesh
and it cannot be handled as business usual, a rou-
tine matter. We have to remember that we are
dealing with TATMADAW.   

Md Mahfuzur Rahman is Lieutenant General
(LPR).
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The transnational
threat is one of the
major concerns of
Bangladesh in the
context of effective
border manage-
ment and overall
national security.
Bangladesh is fac-
ing the challenge
of a host of
t r a n s n a t i o n a l

threats or crimes. Because of its geostrategic, geo-
graphic, demographic, socio-economic, and cul-
tural realities, trends of various transnational
threats grew in and around Bangladesh. Smug-
gling, drug trafficking, trafficking of arms and am-
munition, human trafficking, illegal migration,
financial and Cyber Crimes are a few of the most
important trends of transnational crime prevail-
ing in Bangladesh. These crimes pervasively
threaten the politico-socio-economic infrastruc-
ture of Bangladesh. 

The geo-strategic importance of Bangladesh ac-
centuates around many factors. It is located in the
power-struggle region of China and India. Having

a population of approximately 167.6 million, it
ranks as the world’s 8th largest populous and 4th

largest Muslim nation. Hence, if growing threats
of transnational threats are not addressed effec-
tively, Bangladesh and the entire region may face
serious consequences.

Transnational threats or crimes are not entirely
domestic phenomena. Rather it spreads and pre-
vails over many countries. The growth and prolif-
eration of transnational threats, therefore, remain
contingent on global and regional dynamics
along with a host of domestic political, socio-eco-
nomic, and cultural factors.  Thus, a clear view of
the above factors and dynamics and how they are
interwoven with each other are necessary for the
understanding of the nature, trends, and impact
of transnational threats to Bangladesh.

Geo-Strategic Dynamics   

“Whoever controls the Indian Ocean dominates
Asia. This ocean is the key to the seven seas in the
twenty-first century, the destiny of the world will
be decided in these waters, said US Rear Admiral
Alfred Thayer Mahan almost a century ago” (Pat-
naik 2015). China, India, and the USA are the 

Transnational Threat:
Bangladesh Perspective

General Aziz Ahmed
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key actors in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).
India thinks that the Indian Ocean should be In-
dian. China, on the other hand, wants that the
Indian Ocean should not be the Indian backyard.
Moreover, China needs to contain its dominance
over IOR as it is said to be China’s lifeline, for
80% of its energy needs are transshipped through
IOR.  Thus, China can no way forget the Indian
Ocean, and to maintain its dominance, it will re-
main in a state of tension with India or will play
the Pakistan card against India. On the contrary,
being a global player, both China and the USA
will strive for their strategic objectives in IOR.
“The emerging competition for influence and re-
sources between the US and China is manifested
in the concepts like US New Silk Route Initiative
and  the Asia  Pacific  Pivot against China’s String
of Pearl or OBOR strategy.  Many confirm if
China pursues its global objective through the ex-
tension of its influence towards Africa, Asia-pa-
cific, and Australia it will confront the USA as
the interest of both countries will then override
and intersect.  However, in the context of Sino-
US power play, the USA may adopt the strategy

of playing India card against China” (Ivan 2018).

Trends of rapid economic and military develop-
ment of China forecast the possibility of challeng-
ing the present global state of USA centric
unipolarity shortly. Thus, China is of more con-
cern to the USA than other factors. In IOR, India
appears to be the strongest card for the USA to
draw down China’s rapid rise. In the coming era,
the US-India partnership will grow stronger that
will push Pakistan further to take shelter from
China.  Thus, the Post-Cold War power equation
in IOR will be reframed as China-Pakistan on
one side against USA-India on the other. As a
whole geostrategic power play in IOR and Asia
will have the following regional and global
stature:

a. At Regional Level

(1) “Indo-Pak power play and resulting tension with
increased frequency of non-traditional threats”.

(2) “Sino-India power play and resulting tension
with increased frequency of both traditional and
non-traditional threats”.

b. At Global Level

(1) “Sino-India power play and resulting tension





Patrol of Bangladesh Border Guard (BGB).
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with India sponsored by the USA mainly at a
strategic level”.

(2) “Sino-US power play and resulting tension at
a strategic level”.

Being countries of IOR, Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Sri Lanka, Nepal, and other small states of South
Asia will be subjected to both regional and global
power struggles, as stated above. Struggling power
blocks will try to keep these states under their
strategic occupation. If they find any of these
countries are inclining towards the opponent
block, they are likely to exploit the geo-strategic
situation to bring them to their terms. Such geo-
strategic exploitation and resulting turmoil will
pave the way for transnational threats to grow and
proliferate faster than before.  

Regional Geopolitical Dynamics 

“Geo-political location of Bangladesh, as shown
in figure 3.5 below, forms a wedge between South
Asian (SA) and South-East Asian (SEA) coun-
tries” (Shakhawat 2006).  On the north, east, and
south-east part, it borders with hilly and forest
areas of South India and Myanmar that offer
enormous opportunities for Transnational Or-
ganized Crime groups to conduct the crimes
covertly.

Source: http://mrethiergeo.weebly.com/south—south-
east-asia.html

Figure 2.5: Map of South and South East Asia

“Bangladesh is located at the heart of three drug-
producing regions: in the east the Golden Trian-
gle, in the north the Golden Wedge and in the
west, across India, the Golden Crescent” (Razidur
2014). A description of these zones is given in fig-
ure 3.6 below. Being surrounded by these drug-
producing zones, Bangladesh remains vulnerable
not only to drug trafficking but also to all other
associated transnational threats.

Source: https://www.slideserve.com/Gabriel/
transnational-security-threats-facing-bangladesh and
https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/164374/Issue%208.pdf

Figure 2.6: Route of the Golden Triangle and
Golden Crescent

Bangladesh is also bordered by Indian insurgency-
prone ‘Seven Sisters’ from the north and north-
east. The Arakanese insurgency also prevails in
the south-east of Bangladesh. Insurgency at Chat-
togram Hill tracts is also co-located with these
areas. Insurgency weakens the government and
administration in these areas, thus, offers con-
ducive grounds for breeding all kinds of transna-
tional threats.   

Geo-Graphic Factors

Bangladesh border comprises a total 4,427 km in-
cluding land and river boundary. It is bordered
with India from north, west and east, and with
Myanmar from the south-east. The state of the
bordering area is as follows:

a.  Total length of the boundary  -   4,427 km.

b.  Boundary with India  -  4,156 km (3976 KM
land + 180    KM river). 
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c. Boundary with Myanmar - 271 km (208 KM
land+63 KM river).

The land border of Bangladesh runs through
plain lands, jungles, hills, and in some places
along the river. Most of the border area is again
interposed with villages and habitation. Both ter-
rain and habitation along the border area offer a
suitable environment to organize and conduct
transnational crimes. 

Bangladesh also possesses a coastline boundary
of a total 720 km. Chattogram and Mongla are
the two seaports of entry along the coastline.
Both these seaports lack modern scanning and
surveillance facilities. Thus, both the seaport
entry points can easily be exploited by smugglers,
drug, and arms dealers. Of more concern is that
there are approximately 5000 uncontrolled fish-
ing trawlers, vessels, and boats plying around the
coast every day. These fishing vessels enter and
exit from any point of the coastal belt. This offers
a unique opportunity for organized crime groups
to carry out their criminal activities undetected. 

Hazrat Shah Jalal International Airport, Dhaka,
Hazrat Shah Amanat International Airport,
Chattogram and Osmani International Airport,
Sylhet are the three international airports in
Bangladesh. These are the air entry and exit
points to and from the country. “Bangladesh has
direct air, sea and road communications with al-
most all the major drug-producing countries in
the region. Easy access to international air and
sea links, and modest detection and interdiction
capability are responsible for large-scale drug traf-
ficking activities in the country” (Nath 2006). Fig-
ure 2.7 here shows the internal river, air, and road
network of drug smuggling in Bangladesh.

Demographic and Socio-cultural Dynamics

Although Bangladesh has entered into the cate-
gory of a developing country, yet the legacy and
trends of a least developed country still prevail in

various parts of the country. “Approximately 24%
of the population in Bangladesh is estimated to
continue to live below the national poverty line”
(CIA 2020). A poor segment of the population
having less scope of work, employment, and op-
portunities always remain vulnerable to be ex-
ploited by the organized criminal groups. The
exploitation comes from two dimensions. In one
hand, they become a victim of the organized
crime such as human trafficking, illegal migra-
tion, forced labor, etc. On the other hand, the
jobless poorer segment of the society can easily be
manipulated to be involved in the organized
crime chain.  

Half of the total population of this country is
women whose socio-economic condition is very
poor. “Despite improvements in education for
girls and the creation of economic opportunities
for women, Bangladesh continues to score poorly
on gender indices. It was ranked 86th in the
Global Gender Gap Index 2012 from among 135
countries surveyed, and 111th in the Gender In-



Source: Author’s illustration with Google Map

Figure 2.7: Drug Trafficking Route in
Bangladesh
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equality Index 2012. Women in Bangladesh suf-
fer from multiple deprivations in social and eco-
nomic spheres of their life due to the prevalent
socio-economic phenomena” (Ricardo et al.
2012). Gender discrimination makes a substantial
part of the female segment of the population vul-
nerable to fall victim to organized crime mainly
for prostitution and the sex industry.

Socio-economically border areas of Bangladesh
are underdeveloped and poorer than other parts
of the country. Government development proj-
ects and their impacts are comparatively slow to
reach in bordering areas. Education, employ-
ment, and opportunities are meager in bordering
areas. Lack of facilities, unemployment, and eco-
nomic opportunities automatically pushes the
border people to be involved in transnational
crimes. 

The expatriate community of Bangladesh living
in the Middle East, Europe, and ASEAN coun-
tries are substantial in number. They are mostly
workers and lives in low standard living areas of
those foreign countries. Transnational Organized
Crime groups exploit the poor living and socio-
economic condition of the people. Thus, these
segments of overseas Bangladeshi nationals re-
main vulnerable to be easily pursued by organized
criminals for involving in crimes. For example,
money laundering in Bangladesh has spread from
these communities. They are also the soft target
of different transnational and global ideological
organizations for integrating into criminal net-
works.

Socio-Economic Dynamics

“Bangladesh’s economy has grown roughly 6%
per year since 2005 despite prolonged periods of
political instability, poor infrastructure, endemic
corruption, insufficient power supplies, and slow
implementation of economic reforms”
(Bangladesh Economy 2019). The service sector
is the major contributor to GDP, generating more

than half of GDP. More than half of the popula-
tion is involved in agriculture. “Garments ac-
counted for more than 80% of total exports in
FY 2016-17 to stand as the backbone of the indus-
trial sector. Steady export growth in the garment
sector, combined with $13 billion in remittances
from overseas Bangladeshis, contributed to
Bangladesh’s rising foreign exchange reserves in
FY 2016-17”.

With all those positive indexes, Bangladesh has
entered the group of developing countries. How-
ever, still, there is poverty, illiteracy, unemploy-
ment, gender discrimination, unequal
distribution of wealth and resources, lack of edu-
cation, and opportunities in many parts of the
country. These realities resulted in a substantial
segment of unemployed youths who can easily be
exploited by the financial offer of the transna-
tional groups to work for them.

Administrative Dynamics

Bangladesh has a mammoth-sized population of
167.6 million. This large population exerts huge
pressure on its government, administration, facil-
ities, and overall infrastructure. Thus, the admin-
istration finds it extremely difficult to ensure
good governance for this big population. Conse-
quently, system malfunctioning is a regular phe-
nomenon. Enforcement of strict law and order is
critically challenged by many factors. Corruption
is widespread amongst all segments of the popu-
lation, particularly amongst government officials.
Taking advantage of poor governance and weak
administration, transnational crime groups easily
establish their criminal network within and across
the country.   

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) and Coast
Guards are the primary government agencies to
safeguard our border. Like other government
agencies, both these organizations have limita-
tions and weaknesses in manpower, equipment, 
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and technology. Weak organizational strength
and capacity of both the border guarding forces
contribute to the growth and proliferation of
transnational threats in and around Bangladesh.

Major Transnational Threats 
in Bangladesh
Smuggling of Goods and Cattles

Smuggling of goods is widespread around the
Bangladesh border. Bangladesh shares its border
with both Myanmar and India, but smuggling
along the India-Bangladesh border is intense.
Smuggling around India-Bangladesh typically in-
volves either through small bootlegging by local
people or large scale smuggling by organized crim-
inals. Smuggled items normally include livestock,
textile mainly Sharees, fertilizer, medicine, small
machinery, food, consumer goods, and etc. Of
them, cattle smuggling is significant. “A study by
Devjyoti Ghoshal which surveyed on 200 formal
and informal trades on both side of the border
reported that foods, consumer goods, and textiles
were the most popular items” (Ghoshal 2014).
Table 6.2 below shows the year wise seizure value
of smuggled goods across the India-Bangladesh
border seized by BGB from 2015-2019.  A point
worth mentioning here is that the value shown
in the table is for only seized items excluding the
items successfully smuggled by the organized

criminals. Table 2.2 shows that there was a rise in
the value of the smuggled item, both incoming
and outgoing in the year 2017. 

There are several reasons why smuggling is in-
tense on the Bangladesh-India border. The 4,156
km long border straddling over approximately 57
shifting river banks, hills, and jungles in parts
makes the India-Bangladesh border too porous to
flourish smuggling almost equal to the formal
trade between them.

Tax rates for different goods and products differ
in Bangladesh and India. Consequently, few
items are cheaper in one country than in the
other. This is usually counteracted by import du-
ties; thus, smuggling becomes the easiest way to
get around. 

People on both sides in the proximity of the bor-
der are socio-culturally and historically inter-
linked. Trade and commerce between them were
in vogue before the countries became separated.
Further socio-economic conditions of the border-
ing people on both sides are not developed. Lack
of infrastructure, employment, opportunities,
and resources led to take smuggling as available
means of livelihood.

Official machinery and procedure involved on
both sides of the border are slow, outdated, and
complicated most of the time. This adds to both
cost and time for export-import across the border.





The Security World July 18, 202120

Bribes and other demands by the corrupt seg-
ments of the various border security agencies fur-
ther inflate the cost and expenditure. To offset
these difficulties, smuggling assumes to be a prof-
itable option.

The religious factor is the primary reason for cat-
tle smuggling around the India-Bangladesh bor-
der.  Being prohibited in Hindu rituals cattle are
surplus in the Hindu majority in India, and it im-
poses a ban on cattle export too. On the other
hand, beef or cattle have a huge demand in a
Muslim majority, Bangladesh. “As a result, 20,000
to 25,000 cattle, worth around $ 81,000 are
thought to be smuggled across the border every
day” (Ghoshal 2014). More than 100 cattle corri-
dors are reported to exist all along the border.
“The cattle are transported undetected from Pun-
jab, Rajasthan, UP, MP, and Bihar. As many as
1.7 million pieces of cattle are illegally imported
into Bangladesh every year” (Hazarika 2000). A
small percentage of cattle are seized, and most of
them are smuggled successfully. Table 3.3 below
shows the yearly seized cattle by BGB from 2015
to 2019. The seizure had a sharp rise from 2016,
indicating a corresponding rise in cattle smug-
gling too.  

Law enforcement on India’s part to curb cattle
smuggling could not be effective too. A commit-
tee set up to study cattle smuggling in India says,
“Committee is particularly anguished to note that
West Bengal state government has failed to im-
plement its order dated 01.09.2003 that outlaws
existence of any cattle haats within 8 km of bor-
der area” (Bhardwaj 2017).

In his research Ghoshal (2014) also showed “there
are three main reasons behind the robustness of
informal trade (smuggling) on the India-
Bangladesh border”. 

“Official machinery is slow and outdated, thereby
creating delays and escalating costs”.

“Bribes and other demands via government offi-
cials add to the transaction expenses”.

“An inadequate transport infrastructure leading
to high transit expenditure creates an incentive
for informal trade.”

General Aziz Ahmed, BSP, BGBM, PBGM,
BGBMS, psc, G, Ph.D, former Chief of Army
Staff, Bangladesh Army.
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A leading sourcing company in Bangladesh. We supply quality manufactured goods, 
international-standard RMG and promotional goods, in-depth supply chain management, 
strong trade relations and other sourcing services to many internationally reputable 
buyers/importers as well as departmental chain stores across the world. Additionally, we 
have developed long term trade relationships with our buyers in the RMG industry, and we 
are building stronger networks going forward. 

INTERNATIONAL  
STANDARDS 

TIMELY  
SERVICE 

"#$"%&'()*+!
$,-&(."/!-"/0'$"!

COMPETITIVE 
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WITH QUALITY 

For further enquiries please contact: 
Shamir Jamal, Managing Director, Neith Sourcing Bangladesh Limited,  
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Not long ago,
Japan announced
that it would re-
lease more than
one million tonnes
of radioactive water
contaminated by
the wrecked
Fukushima nuclear
power plant into
the sea, which was

obviously an extremely reckless decision and dis-
turbing move that startled people all over the
world, especially those in neighbouring countries
and local Japanese fishers.

The decision of the Japanese government will not
only jeopardize the interests of those people, but
also threaten the global maritime environment
and international public health and security and
in the end, damage the common interests of the
international community, including Japan itself.
In response, countries in the region, including
China, Russia, South Korea and the Philippines,
and many international organizations have ex-
pressed their deep concerns. It is not surprising
that the Chinese government and public take this
matter very seriously. China and South Korea
even summoned Japan’s ambassadors, and
“firmly opposed” the decision, as the contami-

nated ocean concerns their proximity the most.

Greenpeace Japan issued a statement blasting the
decision as something that should be “strongly
condemned”, which “completely disregards the
human rights and interests of the people in
Fukushima, wider Japan and the Asia-Pacific re-
gion”, and said “the Japanese government has
once again failed the people of Fukushima.”

A weird show taking all by surprise

Obviously, Japan made the decision without ex-
hausting safe disposal measures, without fully dis-
closing relevant information, and without
discussing thoroughly with neighbouring coun-
tries and the international community first, and
is therefore suspected of violating international
laws and rules. But just when everyone expects
the country to place itself in an “unprecedented
position of isolation” in the region and beyond,
something weird happened.

Mainstream Western media, which often take a
highly critical stance on international affairs (es-
pecially if China is somehow involved), chose to
put their claws away this time even though Japan’s
decision apparently undermines wider human in-
terests. Among them, The New York Times pub-
lished one article expressing only mild concerns,
and The Washington Post stressed that Japan 

Setting a Boundary for
Geopolitical Feuds

Li Jiming
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would release the water only “after treatment”, in
an apparent defending and justifying tone.

Many also noticed that Western NGOs dedicated
to human rights or environmental protection
have kept silent over the issue. Even the Swedish
environmental activist Greta Thunberg took a
rather “neutral” stance. She forwarded the news
of the Fukushima water disposal on April 13th
and re-tweeted the decision without any com-
ment, like most Western media, in contrast with
her public image of being very sharp-tongued on
environmental issues.

In the meantime, the United States seemed to
have already sneakily lent its support to Japan, de-
scribing its decision-making process as “transpar-
ent”. Antony Blinken, the US Secretary of State,
even expressed appreciation by tweeting “We
thank Japan for its transparent efforts in its deci-
sion to dispose of the treated water from the
Fukushima Daiichi site”.

Interesting enough, while the US expressed its
support to Japan, it has maintained and reiter-
ated a 10-year-long ban on imports of farming and
seafood products from the region near the site
since the disaster in March 2011. This makes the

US, probably the only country that publicly en-
dorses the Fukushima water release plan, and at
the same time, the first country to halt food im-
ports from the region “due to radioactive contam-
ination,” as stated on the website of FDA,
renewed on March 4 of this year—around 40 days
before the Japanese government decided to dump
the contaminated water. “Divisions may detain,
without physical examination, the specified prod-
ucts from firms [in Fukushima and other prefec-
tures],” the FDA said in the alert, which means
that corresponding items may be detained and re-
jected for importation without examination.

Indulgence only for self-interests

It is crystal clear that the US government does
not really deem the Japanese move as harmless.
Then people would ask, if the awareness of risk
is evident, why would the US government back
Japan anyway and became a cheerleader for
Japan’s condemned move when its neighbours
have all fiercely protested against the decision?

A South Korean analyst said, the US’s sudden
statement of support for Japan’s release of the con-
taminated water came as a surprise to many. It was
also peculiar that the Biden administration would 

Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Plant, Japan.
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back a plan that could cause serious harm to the
global marine ecosystem, since the administration
has taken so much interest in climate change and
other environmental issues. The US appears to
have sided with Japan on this issue for diplomatic
reasons, given its increasing need for Japan’s co-
operation in its China containment policy.

On the other hand, some analysts believe that
Western countries’ tolerance for Japan’s decision
is not unrelated to their own misdeeds of the last
century. Before the ratification of the international
treaty banning the disposal of nuclear waste into
the oceans in 1994, the United States, the United
Kingdom and others had for long been using the
oceans as garbage dumps and thrown in tons of
solid and liquid nuclear waste, causing irreparable
damages to the global marine environment.

According to data from the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), from 1946 to 1993, 13
countries, including the United States, the United
Kingdom, France, Germany, Belgium, the Nether-
lands and Switzerland, dumped more than 200,000
tons of solid nuclear waste into the sea. The United
States alone dropped more than 90,000 barrels and
at least 190,000 cubic meters of radioactive waste
into the North Atlantic and Pacific Ocean.

Going beyond geopolitical feuds 

That being said, many believe the major motive
behind the West’s indulgence for Japan is based
on geopolitical calculations. Washington’s quick
support to Tokyo has sparked accusations, and it
is a bad geopolitical show, sending the wrong sig-
nal to the world that “political manoeuvres and
PR tactics can dilute or even whitewash all awful
things”. This is what we ought to worry the most.
People with the basic sense of responsibility and
morality should ask two questions: Have we lost
the capability to tell right from wrong in this chal-
lenging world and challenging time? Should we
set a boundary for geopolitical feuds and go be-
yond it when dealing with some of the real prob-
lems of global concerns?

No matter how divided the world is, either do-
mestically or internationally, as human beings we
must have some common ideals to live upon.
Above all the political calculations of any party,
race, nation or faith, there is still some basic
norms for us all, such as telling right from wrong.
Anyone with common sense would recognize
that, it is not a good idea to storm any legislative
building no matter it is happening in Washington
or Hong Kong; 5G stations never spread corona
virus; masks do help to protect you and your fam-
ilies and friends during the pandemic; climate
change is a reality rather than a hoax; terrorism
is still the common enemy of mankind whether
it is in New York during 9/11 or in Xinjiang; re-
leasing nuclear contaminated waste water into
ocean is indeed putting us all in danger and
should therefore not be endorsed, and so on.

There is only one Planet Earth for us. On the
evening of April 22nd 2021, when addressing the
Leaders Summit on Climate via video link, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping pointed out that the in-
ternational community needs to come up with
unprecedented ambition and action, discuss ways
to tackle this challenge, and find a path forward
for man and nature to live in harmony. We need
to act with a sense of responsibility and unity, and
work together to foster a Community of Life for
Man and Nature. The unprecedented pandemic
has driven home to all of us that the world is in-
deed a community with a shared future where all
rise and fall together. Be it in coping with the cur-
rent crisis or in making the world a better place
for everyone, we must stay in solidarity and work
together as one. Whenever there is anything like
denying climate change or dumping huge quan-
tity of dangerous nuclear waste into the ocean,
there must be someone standing out to chant
“How dare you!”, like the Swedish girl Greta
Thunberg once did.

Li Jiming is the Chinese Ambassador in Bangladesh.
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People to people
contact is one of
the major dimen-
sions in any bilat-
eral relationship.
It is argued that
better people to
people contacts
translate into
better state to
state relations.
Thus, it can be
said that promot-

ing Nepal – Bangladesh relations means promot-
ing cooperation at people-to-people level. It
increases mutual understanding and knowledge
which facilitates bilateral relations to a larger ex-
tent. Though Bangladesh and Nepal belong to
the same Geo-cultural region sharing same cul-

tural values people of the countries   have very lit-
tle knowledge towards each other and limited
scale of people to people contact.

Nepal’s relationship with Bangladesh is unique.
Since the very beginning of the establishment of
diplomatic relations, Bangladesh -Nepal relations
were characterized by ties at the people’s level.
Bangladesh and Nepal are close and friendly
neighbors, and that the two countries have forged
a relationship of mutual respect and trust, equal-
ity and cooperation. Bangladesh and Nepal, with
different conditions, social systems and historical
and cultural backgrounds, have witnessed sound
and smooth progress of their bilateral relations.
Bangladesh-Nepal bilateral relations, featuring
equal and sincere treatment, mutual support and
friendship for generations, can be an example for
relations between two countries. Nepal is and will
remain Bangladesh’s reliable friend, neighbor

People to People Relation
Foundation of Nepal - Bangladesh Friendship

Dr. Banshidhar Mishra 
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and partner despite changes in international and
regional situations. Governments of both coun-
tries are committed to continuously enhance peo-
ple-to-people contacts and expand cooperative
spheres with Bangladesh.

Historical background:

People to people relation goes long back in the
history when this area now Bangladesh was part
of the Bengal region of India ruled by the same
empires that ruled central India, from the Maurya
(321–184 BCE) to the Mughal (1526–1858 CE).
When the British took control of the region and
created their Raj in India (1858–1947), including
this part the relation continued in business and
travelling for religious and other purpose. There
are about 1,000 Nepali origin families with 7,000
people in Bangladesh. These are primarily the
decedents of the Gorkhali Soldiers who were

brought in by East India Company in 1874 and
some were those migrated from Meghalaya,
Sikkim and Assam of India. 

Dhaka fabric

Dhaka has become the name of the pattern a fab-
ric itself super versatile and can be used to make
various types of clothing and accessories. Dhaka
cap is included in the national dress for males of
Nepal.There is a conception about the origin of
Dhaka Fabric in Nepal coming from the name of
the place Dhaka the capital of Bangladesh, a
place renowned for its textile production, several
hundred years ago. This is the same technology
as of Jamdani in Bangladesh very famous hand-
woven fabric. Palpa and Tehrathum districts of
Nepal are still the two most popular places where
they are woven, however there are many places 



Nepali women in a village.                                             Bangladeshi in a village.
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around Nepal that makes Dhaka fabric today. 

Solidarity in the war of liberation of Bangladesh

In the time of liberation war 1971 Nepal was
under autocratic regime of King Mahendra who
had dismissed the first elected parliament and the
multi-party parliamentary system in 1960 and im-
posed ban on all political parties, imprisoned po-
litical leaders. Democracy was fully compromised
in Nepal and leaders and cadres of the prodemo-
cratic political parties were jailed, tortured and
even killed.  Hence majority of people were
against this regime and major political parties
(Nepali Congress and Nepal Communist Party)
were fighting against the autocratic King’s regime
in underground way and had collected some arms
and ammunitions in planning to start an armed
struggle against the autocracy in the name of
party less Panchayat System. 

The then Nepal’s’ ruler King’s stand about the
war of liberation in Bangladesh was to remain
neutral while majority people and political parties
were in full support of Bangladeshi people who
were being brutally killed. Then political parties
postponed their internal struggle and decided to
support their Bandhus the Freedom Fighters of
Bangladesh (Mukti Jodhas) with arms and pro-
vided trainings near north west border of
Bangladesh. Few Nepalese came to fight shoulder
to shoulder with Mukti Jodhas against the then

repressing forces. The victory day 16th December
1971 was celebrated with equal joy in people level
all over Nepal. The then king delayed recognition
for some time but seeing people’s wish and mood
then His Majesty’s Government recognized
Bangladesh in the first week of January 2072.

High Level Visits:

The exchange of visits at various levels and on dif-
ferent occasions has strengthened the cordial re-
lations between the two countries at both
Government and people level. Highest and the
most important in this series is the official good-
will visit of H. E. Mr. Md. Abdul Hamid, Hon.
President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh,
to Nepal on November 12 to 15, 2019. 

Similarly Rt. Hon. President of
Nepal H.E. Bidya Devi Bhan-
dari of Nepal paid two days
state visit of Bangladesh on
March 21 to 22, 2021 on the
auspicious occasion of Golden
jubilee 50 years of Independ-
ence and the Birth Centenary
of the Father of the Nation
Bangbandhu Sekh Mujibur
Rahman”.

The frequency and level of vis-
its have been significantly en-



Meeting between Hon. P.M. Sekh Hasina Bangladesh & Hon. P.M. K.P. Oli Nepal.

Interaction during liberation war
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hanced in recent years despite the
pandemic covid 19 many ways af-
fecting the momentum. In the se-
ries, visit of the then  Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for
Law, Justice and Parliamentary Af-
fairs H.E. Upendra Yadav to
Dhaka Bangladesh on December
14-15, 2019, Visit of H.E. Mr. Nas-
rul Hamid, Hon State Minister
for Power, Energy and Mineral Re-
sources of PR Bangladesh to par-
ticipate in the Power Summit
organized in Kathmandu Nepal on November 21-
22, 2019 and visit of H.E. Mr. Zahid Hasan Rus-
sel Hon. Minister for Youth and Sports to
participate in the Inaugural Ceremony of South
Asian Games in Kathmandu Nepal on December
1, 2019 are very significant besides  Commerce
secretary level meetings and joint technical com-
mittee meetings regularly taking place in both
countries turn by turn. Official visit of The Army
Chief of Nepal General Purna Chandra Thapa
on January 12 to15, 2020 to Bangladesh recipro-
cated by the visit of the Army Chief of
Bangladesh General Ajij Ahmed to Nepal on Feb-
ruary 11 to 15, 2020 was highly important and
strengthened our relations in Defense coopera-
tion also.

Three days visit of Foreign Minister of Nepal
Hon. Pradip Kumar Gyawali to Bangladesh (Feb-
ruary 17 to 19, 2020) was historical and very sig-
nificant, after 20 years of any Foreign Minister of
Nepal visiting Bangladesh.

Mutual assistance in the time of disaster: 

“Friends in need are friends indeed” Bangladesh
and Nepal have proven this saying true. Back in
the past when Bangladesh suffered a big hurri-
cane with immense flood claiming tens of thou-
sands of lives, Nepal Government and people

came to stand side by side with Bangladesh with
all possible means (10000 Metric Tons of rice and
medical teams etc) to help to overcome the suf-
ferings. In 2015 April 25 when a huge devastating
earth quake claiming more than 9000 lives and
21000 injured, occurred Bangladesh Government
and People became first to initiate rescue, medical
assistance and 20000 Metric tons of rice. Lot of
funds were raised and sent on people and organi-
zational levels from Bangladesh to Nepal.

Area to enhance People to People relations be-
tween Nepal and Bangladesh:
1. Health and Education
1.1 Health Sector:

Health systems in Bangladesh are relatively well
developed and quality services are accessible.
Highly prestigious Medical Universities and Col-
leges in both public and private sectors produce
high caliber human resources and thus availing
quality health services to the people. Pharmaceu-
ticals, Immunology and Biotech sectors are also
well developed in Bangladesh. It is one of the
largest exporters of medicines, which was also ev-
ident from the recent incidence of huge produc-
tion and export of medicines for COVID-19
prevention and treatment. Nepal, therefore, un-
doubtedly can benefit from the sharing and ex-
changes of health manpower, technologies and
knowledge development.





Nepal earthquake April 25, 2015.
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Cooperation between Nepal Medical Council and
Nepal Health Research Council with the respective
counterparts in Bangladesh should be emphasized.
Likewise, sisterhood relations between Nepali Med-
ical Universities and those in Bangladesh as well
as periodic regular bilateral exchanges of health sec-
tor professionals, etc. can immensely be beneficial
for Nepal in order to share the already existing sys-
tems, technologies and knowledge in the benefit
of people of both countries.  

Another feather in the cap could be attracting pri-
vate sector pharmaceutical and biotech compa-
nies for initiating joint ventures in Nepal, which
will contribute towards the self-sufficiency of
Nepal in production of medicines and also initi-
ating the production of various immunological
vacancies, while Bangladeshi private companies
in the sector will gain of additional domestic mar-
ket in Nepal as well as in the export markets. 

Nepal has developed relatively better facilities in
Eye health care including production of eye lenses
to manage cataract a compulsory condition in the
old age needing lens replacement by Eye surgery
to avoid blindness. The lenses produced in Nepal
are exported in 70 countries. Hundreds of thou-

sands of Indian citizens of border area are bene-
fitted annually by consulting in Nepal’s Eye Hos-
pitals situated in many places in Terai part of
Nepal from east to west, very much approachable
for common Bangladeshi citizens of Rangpur and
Rajshahi divisions if the visa issue for India is re-
solved and BBIN passenger motor vehicle agree-
ment (as it is in final stage) is concluded.
Bangladeshi citizens of Panchgadh and nearby
districts can go and return back their homes in
the same day with BBIN vehicle facilities.

1.2 Education Sector:

Almost 4,000 plus Nepali students are currently
studying in Bangladesh, mainly, Medical and al-
lied Health Sciences followed by Engineering,
Agriculture, Management, ICT, etc. Some of
these students come under the scholarship quota
awarded by Bangladesh Government to Nepal,
while others come privately on their own.
Bangladesh has eased the visa process of Nepali
students by issuing multiple entry student visas
for the whole study period. Access to and avail-
ability of high-quality education at prestigious and
renowned universities and colleges of Bangladesh
at relatively affordable prices have been the attrac- 



Tribhuvan University, Nepal                                Dhaka University, Bangladesh
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tion of Nepali students over the
years.  And, this trend is likely to
increasingly continue in a fore-
seeable future thus enhancing
people level contacts.

In view of the above it is highly
imperative that Bangladesh and
Nepal should also focus on
strengthening the ties in the ed-
ucation sector. It is highly desir-
able that Nepali universities and
colleges explore the potential of establishing bi-
lateral relations with their Bangladeshi counter-
parts for both academic exchanges and
affiliations. 

Accredited affiliation of Nepali educational insti-
tutions allows implementing the Bangladeshi
course and curriculum in Nepal under the same
name, banner and brand image of affiliation pro-
viding institution. This would be a win-win situ-
ation for both institutions since Nepali students
will study the same degree but at less cost in
Nepal, while Bangladeshi institutions will benefit
out of the affiliation and/or franchise fees. The
number of Scholarships provided for Nepal by
Bangladesh should be increased and Nepal
should also increase the number of SAARC
Scholarship quota in Postgraduate Medicine for
Bangladesh. 

2.The Green Gold - Argo-Horticulture

Both Bangladesh and Nepal are agricultural
country accounting for a significant contribu-
tion to national income. Dairy and Non-Timber
Forest Products in Nepal are also important
contributors to national economy with huge ex-
port potential, while fisheries (both fresh water
and deep sea) is one of the main backbone of
Bangladeshi economy with significant export in-
come earnings

Bangladesh with populations of 165 million pro-
vides a huge market for Nepal to stimulate ex-

pand and increase exports of agriculture, horti-
culture, livestock and non-timber forest products
to Bangladesh. The ago-based export products of
Nepal to Bangladesh traditionally have been
Lentils, Wheat, Vegetable Seeds and Large Car-
damom.  Now, huge potential exists for export
production diversification with Ginger, Fresh veg-
etables, Fruits (Apple, Oranges, Mandarin etc.),
Tea, Coffee, various NTFPs, mainly the herbs
(e.g. Large Cardamom, Turmeric, Timur, etc.)
and Dairy products (like Cow and Goat Cheese,
Churpis - the Dog Chew, etc.). The perishable ex-
port products are first to be concentrated form
Eastern Nepal by targeting to the neighboring Re-
gional Markets of Bangladesh like Rangpur and
Rajshahi, thereby, gradually expanding to bigger
markets of Dhaka,Chittagong, Sylhet, My-
mensingh, Borishal, Khulna, etc. 

Bangladesh hosts the Country Office of Interna-
tional Research Institute (IRI), SAARC Agricul-
tural Centre, Head Office of BIMSTEC, etc.
These institutions avail improved agricultural
technologies; seed varieties etc. from evidence-
based research. Nepal, therefore, should focus on
capitalizing the knowledge, technologies and
competencies of these institutions. 

Institutionalization of knowledge acquisition
largely depends upon culminating, and harness-
ing the bilateral relations of the entities involved.
Therefore, such institutions as Nepal Agricultural
Research Council (NARC), Nepal Agricultural
Input Corporation, (NAIC) Nepal Academy of





Agriculture in Nepal.                    Paddy harvest in Bangladesh.
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Science and Technology (NAST), Rampur agri-
cultural University, etc. should be facilitated and
encouraged to establish sisterhood relations with
their respective counterparts in Bangladesh. The
proven 100 Innovative Agricultural Technologies
of Bangladesh can accordingly serve as the re-
source to Nepal.

Some positive developments have, however, taken
place; for example, Nepal has officially pledged
its interest to import rice seeds of an improved va-
riety, which allows three harvests annually. NAIC
and its counterpart in Bangladesh have recently
initiated collaboration in importing fertilizer
from Bangladesh. Nepal should consciously, sin-
cerely and systematically focus on the opportuni-
ties of similar collaborations between institutions
in both public and private sectors in the days
ahead (e.g. Joint Venture in Fertilizer Industry)
for augmenting the Green Gold export income.

3. Sports, Arts, Culture, and Literature

Both Bangladesh and Nepal share historical ties
in terms of sports, arts, culture, and literature.
These are the corner stones of strengthening the
People to People Contact in both minds and
hearts.

The South Asian Games under the framework of
SAARC is one of the events periodically organ-
ized in both countries.  Some friendly Football
and Cricket matches are also held occasionally in
both countries. A few literary events e.g. art exhi-
bition, joint cultural programs have also occurred
now and then in both countries.  There is a close
cultural tie between Nepali people and the people
of Bangladesh  and, likewise, in the art. A focused
and systematic effort is however lacking in
strengthening these corner stones of people to
people contact.

Nepali girls in the dancing dress

Fortunately, in a significant development, MoU
to enhance cultural ties and joint programs has 



Bangladesh a cultural performance. Nepali girls in the dancing dress.

Eid in Bangladesh. Dashai Festival in Nepal.
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been signed between Nepal and Bangladesh dur-
ing the visit of Rt. Honorable President of Nepal
Mrs. Bidya Devi Bhandari to Bangladesh on 21
March 2021 raising hope of strengthening people
relation through cultural exchange. 

MoU Ensuring an enabling ecosystem by
Bangladesh and Nepal for flourishing sports, arts,
culture and literature is the recipe for strengthen-
ing people to people relation. Facilitating, estab-
lishing, nurturing and harnessing the
institutional relations between the entities in the
two countries un-
doubtedly accords
priority. For exam-
ple, institutions
like Nepal Sports
Council (NSC),
Nepal Academy
(literature), Nepal
Art Council, Lal-
itkala Academy of
Arts and Dance,
Rastriya Nach
Ghar (Perfor-
mance Arts) and
those operating as

the civil society or-
ganizations in the
sector must be en-
couraged to estab-
lish institutional
relationships with
their respective
counterparts in
Bangladesh like
Shlpkala Academy
of Bangladesh.
Such endeveours
bring depth and
meaning to the
people to people

contact and thereby enriches the bilateral rela-
tionship between the nations. 

4. Business-to-Business (B2B) Relation

This is another important pillar of strengthening
the bilateral relationship between Nepal and
Bangladesh at people level too.  Trade, com-
merce, industry business, finance, insurance and
ICT are the sectors where private sectors of both
countries play prominent role as they bring in
their investments. Governments create and facil-
itate an enabling ecosystem with appropriate and



Bangladesh Family.

Nepali Family.
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practical policies, laws and regulations. 

The B2B linkages and relations between the two
countries are thus instrumental in expanding eco-
nomic ties. Institutions like Federation of Nepal
Chamber of Commerce and Industries (FNCCI)
and its relation with the counterpart in
Bangladesh as well as individual sector-specific
business should further explore and strengthen
the relationship for reaping the benefits of huge
and booming market of Bangladesh.

Events like organizing trade fairs periodically,
business sector specific exchange visits have sig-
nificance in building trusts, confidence and
strengthening the bilateral relationship between
the businesses of two countries. 

5. Government-to-Government (G2G) Relation

The G2G relationship is, undoubtedly, the fore-
most crux of the matter between the two nation
states. A cordial, congeal, friendly relationship
founded on the basis of mutual respect and trust
with common vision, values and principles is a
necessary condition for the benefit of the people
of two nation states.  The relationship of Nepal
and Bangladesh is exemplary.

Further harnessing of such an excellent relation
for the benefit of the people of both countries, it
is mandatory that appropriate consultative and
steering systems and mechanism are put in place.
The Joint Economic Commission formed by
Bangladesh and Nepal is one example.  UN,
NAM, BIMSTEC and SAARC are other interna-
tional and regional platforms where the bilateral,
regional and international issues are deliberated
in the sidelines for strengthening the bilateral re-
lations.

It is also imperative that occasional high-level vis-
its of the Head of the State and/or Government
and Ministers also add value to glorify the existing
bilateral relationship.

At the operational level the Embassy of Nepal in

Bangladesh and of Bangladesh in Nepal are the
connecting dots in augmenting the relationship
between the countries. The Vision and Leader-
ship of the respective Ambassadors undoubtedly
plays a pivotal role in the whole spectrum of the
bilateral relations of the countries. 

6. Summary and Conclusion

A wide ranging deeply rooted, multifaceted and
diversified People to People contact must be
strengthened and further nurtured, in order to
ensure that both heart and minds speak, and ac-
cordingly, demand for the betterment of the liv-
ing conditions with self-pride, self-assertion and
dignity. Thus, people to people contact between
the two neighboring close friends Nepal and
Bangladesh must be further nurtured, promoted,
appreciated and safeguarded. At the other end of
the spectrum is the need for facilitating, encour-
aging and establishing between the different seg-
ments of the populations in the countries. There
are host of potential opportunities for such en-
deavors as follows: 

Institutional linkage and exchange visits between
Members of the Constitutional Bodies, Parlia-
mentarians, and Local Bodies; 

Sisterhood relationship between Cities and Mu-
nicipalities of the two countries. 

Relationship between Nepal Press Council, Nepal
Bar Association, Forum of Journalist (Print and
Electronic), etc. with their respective counterparts
in Bangladesh; 

Institutional relationship and sharing and learn-
ing visits of Members of Civil Society Organiza-
tions, cooperatives.

Namaste.

Dr. Banshidhar Mishra, Ambassador of Nepal to
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. Earlier the Am-
bassador was the State Minister and Member of Par-
liament of Nepal. 
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Background: The
military experi-
ences of the Euro-
American clique
suggest that tech-
nology in some
way is a dynamic,
absolute force to
which doctrines,
strategies, and
force structures

must be adapted and adjusted on a continual
basis. An emphasis on efficiency, cost-effective-
ness, and rationality in the strategic perspective
assumes a self-evident truth that military tri-
umphs belong to the most powerful, best
equipped, and best-prepared warriors. The Euro-
American cultural cum spiritual values presup-
pose the imperative of decisive victory as the
common standard against which all should be
evaluated and judged. Although almost all mili-
tary forces recognize the need to possess and de-
velop the advantages of new, more sophisticated

and technologically advanced weaponry, an exces-
sively narrow focus on forces and technologies
carries the risk of indifference to other social, cul-
tural and philosophical factors. 

While acknowledging cultural diversity and asym-
metry, the cultural approach exposes the histori-
cal development of particular cultural patterns in
using military force. In contrast to the relatively
brief history of modern Euro-American strategic
outlook, China’s strategic culture has emerged
over a period of three millennia. History has
dwelt on China’s strategic cultural development—
similar to those of several other cultures—along
the path of weakness confronting strength, and
softness overcoming hardness. By embracing tech-
nology not as an absolute force but as an instru-
ment of human will, Chinese military strategists
have drawn their power more from the masses
and nature than from military superiority or tech-
nical prowess throughout the annals of civiliza-
tion. When they were incapable of achieving
decisive battlefield victories over superior foes, the
Chinese commanders learned to defeat an 

Relevance of Sunzi’s 
Art of War

Helal Uddin Ahmed
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enemy’s intent, frustrate the foe’s will, erode the
opposing troops’ morale, and destroy the rival
rulers’ determination. From positions of weak-
ness, the Chinese generals often developed strate-
gies, campaign plans, operational concepts, and
tactics to win wars without decisive victory in
every battle—to win a war without fighting. In-
stead of the orthodox, modern force-based strate-
gies of the Euro-American clique, China’s ancient
strategic culture developed military strategies
based on intent—defeating an enemy’s aim often
by countering with friendly intent and affable
postures.

Sunzi’s Art of War: Among the ancient Chinese
texts on military art and science, ‘Sunzi’s Art of
War’ (Sunzi Bingfa) still stands out as an out-
standing work on the subject. Authored by Sun
Wu, respectfully called Sunzi, it consists of 13
chapters having around 6,000 characters. Sun
Wu was born towards the end of the ‘Spring and
Autumn Period’ (770-476 BC) of Chinese history,
between 550 and 540 BC. He was an inhabitant
of the state called Qi, but later moved to the Wu
state and became a trusted strategist of its king.
Many scholars believe that the book was written
during the ‘Warring States Period’ (475-221 BC),

as it bears certain features of that era. It represents
the military theories of the Sunzi School as
penned down by Sun Wu. 

Sunzi’s Art of War is considered as one of the
greatest classics among the over 3,000 books on
war from the pre-Qin era (before 221 BC) up to
the Qing dynasty (1616-1911 CE). It is superior to
other books with respect to the designing of mil-
itary strategy, its philosophical basis, as well as its
tactical applications. The book has been re-
spected across the world over the centuries as the
‘Source for all books on war.’ The strategic views
of Sunzi are encapsulated in the following lines
through a few examples.   

Examples from Sunzi’s Strategies: The first ex-
ample ‘Planning before going to war’ emphasizes
on comparing and analysing all factors on both
sides before entering a war. These factors include:
‘moral, climatic, terrain, commanders, and rules’.
These five considerations were later described by
the German military expert Carl von Clausewitz
(1780-1831 CE) as strategic factors, all of which
should be considered in a comprehensive and ho-
listic manner in war situations.

The second example ‘One can fight and win a
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hundred wars if one knows both oneself and the
enemy’ is probably the most widely quoted con-
cept from the book ‘Sunzi’s Art of War’. It points
out that it is not easy to know the enemies, as they
do their best to hide their secrets and resort to all
kinds of deception. Knowing oneself is also not
very easy, with such questions cropping up:
“What do the people think about the war? What
is the capability and state of mind of the com-
mander? How is the morale and training of the
troops?” One may be misled by false impressions
if a thorough analysis is not conducted about
these factors, which are usually not self-evident.
As Sunzi had said, “One can fight and win a hun-
dred wars if one knows both oneself and the
enemy. The odds for winning are half if one
knows oneself but not the enemy. And one is
bound to fail if he knows neither himself nor the
enemy.” Therefore, a military expert should have
a clear idea about all war-related aspects as well as
methods to deal with any situation while declar-
ing war. 

With regard to the third example of strategy, ‘The
army survives by trickery’, Sunzi explained, “The
use of force is actually the use of trickery.” He
meant by trickery: “the army should appear to be
incompetent when it is competent, appear to be
unprepared to fight when it is prepared, appear
to be retreating when it is advancing, appear to
be advancing when it is retreating.” It implied
that it was crucial to deceive the enemy with false
impressions. Through trickery, one should
“tempt the enemy with gains, attack the enemy
when they are in disorder, be prepared for the
enemy when they are equal in strength, avoid the
enemy when they are stronger, (further) aggravate
the enemy when they are angry, cause the enemy
to be arrogant when they are prudent, tire the
enemy when they are at rest, and sow discord
among the enemy when they are united.” There-
fore, trickery is meant to entice the enemy to
make all kinds of mistakes, and defeating them

after they fall into a state of chaos and disorder.
It also entails, “attacking the enemy at an unex-
pected place and time.”

The fourth strategic example “Winning a war
without fighting” demonstrated that Sunzi did
not like large-scale killings and destructions,
which he considered the worst strategy. The goal
of war was to achieve victory, not to kill as many
people as possible. One should avoid destroying
the enemy stronghold and people as much as pos-
sible. The best strategy is to conquer a city and
avoid destruction of life, which was termed by
Sunzi as ‘decent victory’. Sunzi explained, “Win-
ning a war without fighting is the best one can
do. Therefore, the highest art of war is to outwit
the enemy strategically; the second level is to foil
their diplomacy; the third level is to attack their
army; and the lowest level is to attack their city.
Attacking the city can only be used as the last re-
sort.” These ideas show Sunzi’s profound under-
standing of what is now called the ‘holistic war’. 

Sunzi’s Dialectical Philosophy of War: Situa-
tions always change as the world is forever chang-
ing. Thus, the military commander must be able
to keep abreast of changes and adapt to those.
Sunzi therefore declared, “There is no fixed way
of using force, just as there is no fixed form of
water. He who can achieve victory by adapting to
changes in enemy forces is a master of the art of
war.” He reminded military men to evaluate gains
and losses from both positive and negative sides
and warned, “Some routes can be taken but
should not be, some enemy troops are vulnerable
but should not be attacked, some enemy cities
can be captured but should not be, and some
enemy territory can be obtained but should not
be.” This is a caution for becoming aware about
not only potential gains, but also potential losses.
Sunzi further advised, “Do not intercept the ene-
mies on their retreat to their homeland, leave a
gap when besieging the enemy, and do not ap- 
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proach a desperate enemy.” It implied that going
beyond limits in military operations may make
things turn in the opposite direction after reach-
ing the extremes.

Sunzi also emphasized on pushing the enemy into
their opposites for the benefit of one’s own
troops. He added, “By taking a tortuous route de-
liberately while tempting the enemy with small
gains, we can arrive earlier despite having started
later than the enemy.” This strategy turns a tor-
tuous route into a straight one, and Sunzi con-
cludes, “The expert commander is able to make
the enemy follow his direction, not the other way
round.”

Warnings against Waging War: Although Sunzi’s
Art of War outlines a complete set of strategies
and tactics to win a war, the book paradoxically
does not encourage rulers to be belligerent;
rather, it repeatedly warns them to refrain from
waging a war without careful consideration. The
book points out at the very outset, “The use of
force is a matter of death for the soldiers, the peo-
ple and the country.” It can never be taken very
lightly. This warning was levelled once again in
the concluding part of the book, “A country’s
head must not wage a war spurred by a momen-
tary bad mood. He must take into consideration
overall national interests for declaring war or de-
sisting from it. Anger can turn into delight and a
bad mood can change into a good mood, but a
country lost is lost forever, and those killed are
dead forever. Therefore, a wise ruler must handle
matters of war with extreme care, and good com-
manders and generals must handle them with the
greatest caution as well. This is the cardinal prin-
ciple for safeguarding the country and the army.”
In a world where the threats of nuclear war now
loom larger than ever before, Sunzi’s cautions de-
serve serious attention of those who have the au-
thority to push the button for launching nuclear
arsenals. 

Wisdom beyond the Military Sphere: Sunzi’s
Art of War was introduced outside China from
the reign of Tang Dynasty (618-907) onwards. A
Japanese scholar named Kibimakibi took it back
to Japan in 734 or 752 CE. The Joseon Dynasty
introduced it to the Korean peninsula during the
15th century CE. Over 170 books on the study of
Sunzi’s Art of War were published in Japan up to
the 17th century CE. A Jesuit missionary from
France named Jean-Joseph-Marie Amiot (1718-93
CE) published a French translation of the book
in Paris in the year 1772 CE. The Russian trans-
lation was published in 1860 CE. The book was
later translated into many other languages includ-
ing English, German, Italian, Czech, Vietnamese,
Hebrew, and Romanian. 

Renowned strategists and scholars from various
countries around the globe took a new interest in
Sunzi’s Art of War after the Second World War.
The British Field Marshall Bernard Law Mont-
gomery (1887-1976 CE) had declared during the
War that all military academies across the world
should include the book in their curriculum.
Newer translations of the book and numerous re-
search works on it have been published since then
on a continuous basis. However, many people re-
gard the book not only as a military book, but
also as a work on the philosophy of strategy ap-
plicable to all spheres of social life. Many contem-
porary scholars view the wisdom of Sunzi to be
universal, similar to the wisdom of ancient Chi-
nese philosophers Confucius and Laozi. 
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The whole world,
i n c l u d i n g
Bangladesh, has
witnessed tremen-
dous technological
changes in the past
two decades. Tech-
nology has in-
evitably evolved,
driving significant
human progress in
every sphere of life.

Amid this technological development, laws and
regulations have been enacted to control offences
relating to global advances in technology, includ-
ing in Bangladesh. Bangladesh government has
taken many initiatives in support of Vision 2021
to make the country Digital Bangladesh. Encour-
aged by the government’s initiatives, many na-
tional and multinational companies are
facilitating online shopping, banking, communi-
cation, and many other e-commerce services, but
in Bangladesh, the cyber-related laws are full of
shortcomings and the customary laws are ex-
tremely outdated, leading to legal issues: most of
the laws do not fit the era of information technol-

ogy. As a result, these customary and cyber-related
laws should be amended promptly so that they
meet the challenges of the present information
and communication technology era. Although
Bangladesh government passed the ICT Act
and the Digital Security Act to control cyber-
crime, the country’s existing laws for fighting the
menace are inadequate due to certain limitations. 

Cyber-Related Legal Issues in Bangladesh

A large number of cyber-related issues are men-
tioned in different Bangladeshi Acts (e.g. the
Contract Act, the Tort and Liability Act, the Sale
of Goods Act, the Penal Code etc.), but most of
this cyber-related Bangladeshi legislation is quite
outdated and is not suitable for the current Inter-
net era. Moreover, there are many inadequacies
in this legislation. These cyber-related legal com-
plications must be addressed promptly for the
greater security of e-administration, e-governance,
e-commerce, in the interests of Digital
Bangladesh, and so on. It should also be enacted
compatibly with the people’s constitutional rights
under Article 39 (the rights to freedom of
thought, conscience, and speech) and Article 36
(the right to freedom of movement). It is essential 
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that privacy is protected in cyber-
space, and these two articles of the
constitution of Bangladesh permit
the state to impose reasonable re-
strictions on the exercise of these
rights in certain circumstances, at
their discretion. The interests of the
sovereignty and integrity of the
country, the security matters of
Bangladesh, maintaining friendly re-
lationships with other foreign
States, public order, decency, moral-
ity, contempt of court, defamation,
and incitement of offence are a few
of the important issues that should
be balanced in cyberspace as well as
the general public sphere.

The Contract Act 1872

Any electronic transactions using
computers, the Internet, e-mail, tele-
phone, fax, or other electrical equip-
ment are essentially contracts. No
transactions can take place without
a contractual relationship. However, all contract
matters in Bangladesh are governed by the Con-
tract Act 1872. The Contract Act permits the for-
mulation of a contract (also called an agreement),
which is a paper-based document. Under pre-In-
ternet customary law, such a contract would not
typically fulfil the criteria of electronic composi-
tion, since that would require presentation in a
different form, so electronic information is clearly
disregarded. According to this Act, cross and out-
skirt contracts are legitimate. Likewise, with the
Evidence Act, a physical signature is important to
make an agreement legally binding. With respect
to correspondence regarding agreements, letters
by post are adequate according to the law. Enact-
ment that authorises advanced testaments, elec-
tronic contracts, and so on ought to be instituted,
and some sections of the Act concerning docu-
ments and records should be amended to include

electronic documents and records and e-signa-
tures. E-commerce and Internet-based commerce
have established new types of contract known as
clickwrap and shrinkwrap contracts. In click-wrap
contracts, clicking on a specific part of a website
to signify offer or acceptance, as the case may be,
becomes an important means of creating contrac-
tual relationships over the Internet; for instance,
the software or Internet site presents the cus-
tomer or potential buyer with contractual terms
governing the utilisation of the software or the
Internet. The client must consent to those terms
and click on a link for ‘I acknowledge’, or ‘I con-
cur’ to give his/her consent to utilising the prod-
uct or site. Such click-through agreements substitute
for direct dealings between participants in an on-
line domain and can be utilised for a wide range
of purposes. In addition, click-through agree-
ments are utilised to: (i) establish terms for the
downloading and utilisation of programs over the
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Internet, (ii) obtain agreement to a site’s terms of
administration, (iii) set up terms for the checkout
of merchandise online, and similar.

Fundamentally, the premise is that an agreement
comprises an ‘offer’ by one party and an ‘accep-
tance’ by a second party. With regard to substan-
tive issues concerning the arrangement of
electronic contracts, the same guidelines that gov-
ern the development of a paper-based agreement
should apply similarly to electronic contracts
(Halim, 2008). Along these lines, in addition to
other factors, there must be an ‘offer’ which
meets with a formal and genuine ‘acceptance’; for
instance, in a straightforward business exchange,
the purchaser offers to buys something from a
vendor or dealer, who acknowledges the offer; the
two parties consent to the sale of a specific item
at a specific cost; and the deal is concluded. As
electronic contracts develop and advance, an-
other fascinating issue that the courts will proba-
bly experience, eventually, is whether an
agreement can be concluded between two PCs
working in a trade context without human inter-
vention. An agreement obviously requires a ‘meet-
ing of minds’ (consensus ad idem) between the
concerned parties even though, obviously, the law
long ago acknowledged the right to enter into
contracts through specialist third parties (qui facit
per aliumfacit per se). However, that acknowledg-
ment was customarily limited to offices and indi-
viduals or perceived juridical people and
organisations. An agreement might ultimately
employ any and all means of formalising agree-
ments, including in writing or orally, directly or
indirectly. Contract law governs private agree-
ments between parties who agree to execute or
forgo certain actions. The theoretical form is a
mutually beneficial exchange whose terms are ne-
gotiated by the parties. The duration of a contract
relies on its terms and conditions but is theoreti-
cally unlimited.

Tort Liability and Remedies in Cyberspace

A tort liability arises because a person’s rights are
violated, in either the online or offline world,
and the issue of cyber-tort arises when torts are
established through online activities. Cyber-torts
may relate to acts of negligence or cybersquatting,
which involves registering names as Internet do-
mains with the intention of reselling them for
profit. Use of the Internet may also involve the
same issues as ordinary torts, such a libel, and in-
fringement of IPRs, misleading publications and
any types of misrepresentation. Private wrongdo-
ing may cause civil liability through website hack-
ing, email spamming, breach of contract, and so
on, which are not criminal acts, but public
wrongs. There should be solutions to address
these kinds of harmful activities. A new concept
of defamation has been introduced, named cyber-
bullying, and has recently become quite notori-
ous. A number of class action lawsuits have been
filed in different countries around the world
against cyberbullying and led to significant judge-
ments. Although Bangladesh is now having a
large number of incidents under tort law, the
country is still in need of a constructive Act with
provisions and remedies for tort matters.

The Sale of Goods Act 1930

Cyberspace is the conceptual environment where
communication occurs over the Internet and
through computer networks. It is the new open
marketplace. Sellers and buyers exchange prod-
ucts without ever seeing each other. This is called
a virtual marketplace. To protect people’s rights
and control this kind of market, effective laws are
vital, so that businesses can be run without expe-
riencing any kind of unfairness. In Bangladesh,
an Act that is known as the Sale of Goods Act
1930, governs such transactions. Under this Act,
proper contracts and agreements are necessary for
the sale and purchase of products. The seller is
obliged to give a description of the product and
send a sample to the buyer. If the product does 
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not meet the buyer’s expectations in terms of
quality, the buyer can cancel the contract and re-
quest a refund. The seller can also obtain com-
pensation if any damage has occurred. This can
prevent any kind of fraud by the buyer or seller.
Consumers are permitted to request any kind of
information because this has no cost on the In-
ternet, but the buyer or seller needs to show an
interest in the product. Unfortunately, in
Bangladesh, there is no law to govern the sale of
goods through the Internet, so a specific law
should be passed to address e-commerce and on-
line transactions.

The Penal Code 1860

The Penal Code of Bangladesh is a 159-year-old
crime-related substantive law. This law specifies
the penalties for various traditional crimes, but
not cybercrime, computer-based, or Internet
based crime. The legal criteria should be
amended to apply to liaison in cyberspace:

The Police Act 1861

The Bangladesh Police follow the Police Act 1861,
to govern their activities, but this Act is archaic
and it is ineffective for investigating cybercrime.
Historically, the policing model was taken from
the Irish system about 158 years ago. Since cyber-
crime is affecting Bangladesh from different an-
gles, it is essential to amend the Police Act 1861,
to control and prevent cyber-related crimes and
offences. Here it should be remembered that we
are now in an era of globalisation via the Internet
and, nowadays, offenders are committing crimes
and offences using electronic devices and the In-
ternet—not knives—so the traditional practices of
the police system should be reformed as a matter
of urgency. Furthermore, in amending the exist-
ing Police Act of Bangladesh, it is very important
to implement developments by which Bangladesh
Police can become experts in the field of ICT and
finally play a key role in preventing cyber-related
offences in Bangladesh. The police should be in-

troduced to new and relevant technology and sys-
tems to enable them to easily investigate cyber-
crime and identify cyber offenders. The
lawmakers and concerned authorities should
move forward to address these issues, which are
critical to the prevention of cybercrime in
Bangladesh. Regarding this issue, Mr. Abdul
Quayum, Chief of the Special Branch of the
Bangladesh Police, said that the Police depart-
ment wants to set up a cybercrime unit before
such crimes go out of control and stated ‘we have
already initiated a process by working with ICT
experts in the police department to track down
such criminals’. No relevant watchdog or security
system has yet been developed in the country, al-
though the present situation is not beyond the
control of the security forces under the said Act.

The Evidence Act 1872

A physical signature is required in Bangladesh to
formalise a commercial or business transaction or
to make any valid contract under the Evidence
Act 1872. This Act is also outdated, like the other
laws of Bangladesh. Unfortunately, no electronic
contract is valid under this Act, despite this being
the era of information and communication tech-
nology and globalisation. It is generally agreed
that electronic/computer evidence is a new devel-
opment, which is not covered by the Evidence
Act, thus necessitating certain amendments
therein. Considering the circumstances and need
of the people of Bangladesh, the Evidence Act
1872 should be modified promptly to recognise
digital signs and signatures, since such elec-
tronic/computer evidence is a new concept in the
present world and such types of signatures are
being used globally for commercial and other pur-
poses. The following sections of the Evidence Act
should be modified to accept as evidence com-
puter documents, internet documents, and elec-
tronic records or other electronic forms in the age
of ICT. It is essential to define ‘evidence’ to in-
clude electronic records in addition to written
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documents. The current definition of evidence
includes two kinds of evidence: oral evidence and
documentary evidence. So, in the Bangladeshi
context, there is no concept of electronic records
as evidence, despite electronic records being im-
portant and considered as valuable evidence in
many countries. Digital signatures, electronic
agreements, electronic messages, and similar are
having a profound impact on our lives by chang-
ing our means of interaction and transaction with
one another, but computer and electronic records
have no status in the Evidence Act, 1872. Com-
puter and electronic records could be influenced
by the following sections of the Evidence Act,
1872:

(i) Section 17 (for admissibility)

(ii) Section 32 (relating to cases in which state-
ments of relevant facts by a person who is
dead or cannot be found are relevant)

(iii) Section 34 (relating to oral admissions when
the contents of documents are relevant 

(iv) Section 35 (relating to the relevance of en-
tries in public records, made in performance
of duty)

(v) Section 39 (relating to what evidence must
be given when a statement forms part of a
conversation, document, book, or series of
letters or papers)

(vi) Section 59 (relating to proof of facts by oral
evidence)

(vii) Section 61 (relating to proof of the contents
of documents)

(viii) Section 62 (relating to primary evidence)

(ix) Section 65 (relating to secondary evidence
that may be given regarding the existence,
condition or contents of a document)

(x) Section 67 (relating to proof of signature
and the handwriting of a person alleged to

have signed or written a document pro-
duced as evidence)

(xi) Section 68 (relating to proof of execution of
a document required by law to be attested);

(xii) Section 69 (relating to proof where no attest-
ing witness can be found)

(xiii) Section 70 (relating to admission of execu-
tion by party to an attested document) 

(xiv) Section 131 (relating to the production of
documents which another person, having
possession of, could refuse to produce).

The above sections of the Evidence Act, 1872
only cover paper-based documentation and are
not applicable to electronic or computer-based
documents or reports; for example, composition,
printed words, lithographed captures, guides,
plans, and engravings on metal or stone are all
considered to be documents. Section 39 (18) of
the General Clauses Act 1897 (in the Bangladeshi
context) defines documents in an exclusive man-
ner: a document includes ‘any matter written, ex-
pressed or described upon any substance by
means of letters, figures, or marks, or by more
than one of those means, which is intended to be
used, or which may be used, for the purpose of
recording the matter’. If all the above-mentioned
forms are documents, there is no reason why elec-
tronic records or computer-based records are not. 

The Bangladesh Bank Order 1972

This law provides the rules and provisions for
money or fund transfers between banks, or be-
tween banks and other financial institutions,
through physical deeds or papers. In the era of In-
ternet and information communication and tech-
nology, since people are becoming familiar with
such transfers, and considering the needs of peo-
ple and current demands, new provisions for
fund or money transfers via electronic means
should be added to the paper-based regulations
to encourage e-banking. 
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The Copyright Act 2000

Twenty years ago, people could not imagine that
intellectual property rights would become as im-
portant as they are today regarding the protection
of computerised material, but the protection of
copyright and intellectual property rights has
emerged as a leading topic in scholarly and public
discussions. Copyright law in Bangladesh is hav-
ing particular difficulty in adjusting to the new
era. The Copyright Act 2000 came into force in
Bangladesh in July 2000, replacing the Copyright
Ordinance Act 1962. There are suggestions that
Bangladesh may sign and ratify a WIPO treaty in
near future. The Government has also an-
nounced its intention to amend the Copyright
Act and introduce a right of IP (intellectual prop-
erty) to own copyright in respect of computer-pro-
tected material and extent the duration of
copyright for all IP and computer-related material.
Such changes could enable Bangladesh to be-
come a party to all the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization (WIPO) treaties. Although
Bangladesh is a member of the WIPO, the coun-
try has not yet signed or ratified a WIPO treaty.
Patent, trademark, copyright, and similar issues
are very important, not only in a Bangladeshi con-
text, but also in a global context, but these impor-
tant issues have been neglected in Bangladesh’s
ICT Act 2006, which indicates the great short-
comings of that Act. Considering the demand
and importance of copyright-related issues, the
Bangladesh Government should amend the exist-
ing Copyright Act. Furthermore, patent, trade-
mark, and copyright-related issues should be
included in the ICT Act also, so that plaintiffs
may benefit from proper remedies when their
copyright is violated or infringed. 

The Telegraph Act, 1885

The Telegraph Act, 1885, is obsolete in the age of
information and communication technology.
This Act should also be amended by adding a

new section to prohibit the transmission or re-
ceipt of encrypted data by electronic means.

Multi-jurisdiction or Cross-border Problems

In the virtual marketplace of cyberspace, which
deals with people from different countries,
Bangladeshi legislation should follow the prece-
dents of Internet transactions and contracts relat-
ing to cyber law. This would minimise any
unlawful activities when the buyer and seller are
bound by multi-jurisdiction or cross border legal
obligations. A mutual understanding between two
parties relies on intentions which are finally estab-
lished as contracts according to Bangladeshi Law.

E-commerce and Cyber Law 

Electronic commerce, also known as e-commerce,
relies on the Internet for buying and selling prod-
ucts through electronic means. Currently, four
types of e-commerce are growing dramatically in
Bangladesh: business to business, business to con-
sumer, consumer to consumer, and business to
employees. The ICT Act 2006 was established to
encourage the rapid growth of e-commerce. Cy-
bercrime greatly affects businesses in Bangladesh.
Hacking, online fraud, IP rights infringements,
and misuse of personal data are a few of the com-
mon offences. In February 2016, the Central Bank
of Bangladesh faced a huge crisis due to the fraud-
ulent transfer of its reserve fund, amounting to
$101 million dollars, but fortunately, it managed
to prevent another $850 million-dollar fraud of
the same type. Although, in Bangladesh, there is
major difficulty in prosecuting cyber criminals due
to lack of evidence, the courts do not accept elec-
tronic evidence against the accused. Online pur-
chasing has now become a common method of
doing business but is also increasing the rate of
fraudulent transactions and breaches of consumer
rights. Sometimes the actual products are different
from the products shown to the consumer online,
but unfortunately, there is no specific legislation
to handle this matter in Bangladesh.
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Consumer Protection Laws and Cyber Law

There is no specific law to control and protect the
cyberspace context in which people of different
nationalities run their businesses, but laws which
exist in Bangladesh could be executed in a proper
way to maintain consumer protection. As con-
sumers, having access to computers and the In-
ternet involves the right to information and
technology. To protect consumer rights, the Eu-
ropean Union has specific laws to control cyber-
space through electronic contracts. Likewise,
Bangladeshi cyber law needs to make changes to
protect the consumer rights of users in the cyber
marketplace and eliminate any unfairness. 

Internet Taxation and Cyber Law

No law in Bangladesh exclusively addresses elec-
tronic transactions. The Income Tax Ordinance,
1984, is the only income tax-related law in
Bangladesh for the collection or assessment of
tax. The National Board of Revenue (NBR) has
released a series of tax guidelines stating the sec-
tors which should be taxed or not in each year,
but the NBR has not released any tax guidelines
for electronic transactions; for example, if one
person in Bangladesh agrees to buy something
from a website in Singapore through the Internet,
the revenue authority of Singapore clarifies the
tax treatment of the proposed goods and proce-
dures. However, the Bangladeshi NBR and other
tax authorities are completely silent on this issue,
creating problems for electronic transactions
every moment.

Cyber-terrorism and Cyber Law

Some recent incidents around the world, includ-
ing Bangladesh, have created a buzz regarding the
need for a separate Act relating to cyber-terrorism.
Although this matter is covered by criminal law,
it undoubtedly requires more attention now. Cy-
bercrime and cyber-terrorism are now two major

menaces that depend on the Internet and thus re-
quire a specific Act to cover them both.

Privacy, Data Protection, and Cyber Law

The personal data protection and privacy of indi-
vidual Bangladeshi citizens is covered by the
Right to Information Act 2009. This Act has in-
corporated provisions that not only ensure the
free flow of information on different matters, but
also state people’s right to information. The Act
explains that any information which may breach
the privacy of someone’s personal life, hinder law
enforcement agencies, or jeopardise the life or
physical safety of any individual, and any personal
information protected by any law of the country,
is not subject to mandatory disclosure by certain
private organisations or the Government of
Bangladesh, instead of incorporating separate
provisions in the ICT Act, as countries like India
have done with their own data protection law. It
is high time that Bangladesh enacted a separate
Data Protection Act with provisions for cyber-re-
lated safety issues and remedies.

Impediments to the Implementation of Cyber-
Related Laws

With today’s increasing dependence on informa-
tion systems, electronic devices, and data net-
works, the Government should concentrate on
enacting new cyber security legislation to reduce
cyber-related crime, but there are some obstacles
to the enactment of cyber-related laws, which are
outlined below.

Lack of Collaboration Regarding Enactment of
Related Laws

The Government should keep pace with the
emerging crisis arising from the rapid growth of
Internet use that requires regulatory frameworks
for security management, but there is a disjunc-
ture between the enactment of cyber and related
laws. When we allude to enactment, we are allud- 
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ing to the utilisation of guidelines on an extensive
scale, with a view to ensuring digital security on
a national level. For the most part, enactment is
very powerful with regard to managing conduct
in a joint effort with related sectors, but impedi-
ments to, and constraints on, joint efforts may re-
sult from lack of trust, inadequate enactment,
and conflicting interests between the different
parties. There are problems to be resolved for the
viable use of the law if those laws are not con-
nected with complementary laws. Notwithstand-
ing, these laws can generally be improved,
especially when we consider that there are situa-
tions which could undermine, not just the stan-
dards on which the web is based, but even certain
fundamental human rights. In view of the possi-
bility that the Web is limitless and has no physical
boundaries, there are situations in which, despite
the fact that enactment has a national dimension,
legitimate clashes occur, mostly concerning the
origins and implications of security concerns and
opportunities to articulate them. In this situation,
serious discussion about protection and security
may possibly be the most important factor. In ad-
dition, the lack of enactment or provisions to ad-
dress specific issues can undermine global
cooperation, even within a similar region. Open
and private areas face challenges with regard to
access to data, with implications for security, the
right to privacy, and business interests, primarily
of technology companies.

Shortage of Resources

Concerning enactments regarding the Internet
and related issues, the Government intends to
take measures to reduce crime in cyberspace and
prevent Internet-based disruption through digital
security agencies and a national digital security
council, but the Government has yet to imple-
ment these measures. Moreover, a shortage of
qualified IT security personnel makes it difficult
for organisations to attract and recruit qualified

staff. The security agencies have been unable to
successfully cope with the emerging problems trig-
gered by the rapid expansion of Internet use in
daily life. They do not have sufficient human re-
sources to implement these measures, which
places the security of the Government at risk. Fur-
thermore, there is a gap between the incentives
of the public and private sectors to reduce the se-
curity problems of Internet use, with the govern-
ment agencies not only having to devise a security
and compliance strategy for networks and de-
vices, but also take over daily security manage-
ment. In order to eliminate the cyber crisis, first
of all the public and private sectors must ensure
the development of security expertise and the nec-
essary technical resources to operate effectively.

Lack of Awareness among Users

It is necessary to outline rules for all stakeholders
to ensure clarity and make legislation effective.
However, behind this new legislation lie chal-
lenges that need to be overcome in order for it to
occur. These include understanding the require-
ments and conditions that exist in each of the
general public and private sectors and the capa-
bility of all stakeholders as users and citizens.
Nowadays, the stakeholders in Internet use reach
from the top to the bottom of society, and a re-
markable proportion of the society uses the Inter-
net, mostly social media, for rational and
communication purposes (e.g. Facebook, Imo,
WhatsApp, and Viber. With this remarkable ex-
pansion of Internet users among illiterate groups
of people, some unexpected incidents are taking
place in cyberspace, with or without their knowl-
edge. Interestingly these groups of people are not
at all concerned about the existing laws and most
of the victims are unaware of the legal remedies
that they are eligible to obtain, so it is high time
for the private and public sectors who enter cy-
berspace to make stakeholders aware of the pos-
sible unlawful acts that may be committed using
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the Internet. The absence of proper client mind-
fulness and preparedness is conceivably one of
the most significant reasons for digital wrongdo-
ing episodes to occur and may become the ‘fuel’
that drives them (e.g. spoof messages and junk let-
ters). Users who do not know about the potential
perils of the Internet tend to become the most
frequently exploited people. Neither the wrong-
doers, nor the victims, are fully aware of the con-
sequences of cyber offences.

Lack of Accredited Agencies

Bangladesh is not the only country struggling to
strike a balance between cybercrime and freedom
of speech. Unlike other countries, Bangladesh is
still working to find a constructive mechanism
which may work effectively for cyber-related is-
sues. At this stage, there is mention of a
cyber/digital forensic laboratory, to be established
through the ICT Act, but the country still needs
expertise and aware minds to make the operation
of this laboratory efficient. Bangladesh is still de-
pendent on other countries (e.g. China, the USA)
for its cyber equipment, but it needs agencies that
can fully construct and control the cyber security
framework without dependence. Although
Bangladesh has formed a Bangladesh Computer
Emergency Response Team (BDCERT), the or-
ganisation is not active and has not been updated
since its formation.

Conclusion

In the age of information and technology, it is im-
portant for any country to have a process for mak-
ing cyber laws to supervise and protect against
cybercrime. In Bangladesh, there are only two
Acts to manage the cyber world—the ICT Act
2006, and the Digital Security Act 2018—but
these need major changes if they are to protect
the interests of the Bangladeshi Internet users. In

Bangladesh’s legal framework, it is a difficult
process to accept the Internet completely and
make major changes in laws to protect the rights
of consumers. 

However, now it is imperative that there should
be changes in the ICT Act 2006; the Evidence
Act 1872; the Bankers’ Books Evidence Act 1891;
and the Bangladesh Bank Order 1872. This
would help the country to discover the huge op-
portunities afforded by computers and the Inter-
net in the age of information and technology.
The ICT Act could support e-commerce and e-
governance, so there should be rapid amend-
ments to keep up with technological
developments. In Bangladesh, there is a law called
the Penal Code, which has been in force since
1860, when people never anticipated the age of
information and technology, but this Code is no
longer effective in minimising the crimes that
occur in cyberspace. Some common crimes, such
as conspiracy, solicitation, security breaches,
fraud, espionage, and similar are now increasing
through the use of the Internet; therefore, it is ob-
vious that new laws for protecting the citizens of
Bangladesh are desperately needed. By making
changes to the existing laws, Bangladesh can reap
the rewards of Internet use like many other coun-
tries. To maintain national security and fulfil the
dream of Digital Bangladesh, it is vitally necessary
to introduce and implement a comprehensive law
covering cyber-related matters and ensure the best
interests of the citizens.
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The Use of Med-
ical and surgical de-
vices in saving lives
is a significantly im-
portant in global
practice. Regula-
tory control over
the same is of ut-
most importance
because of their di-
rect exposure to cir-

culatory system during treatment procedure.
Quality standard has to be ensured on priority
basis in the interest of safe and effective treatment.

In conformity with the guidelines of the Global
Harmonized Task Force (GHFT), DGDA,
Bangladesh has presented the nation “Registra-
tion Guidelines for Medical Device, Bangladesh
2015” which is considered to be a milestone in
the history of regulatory system of medical devices
in the country. As an eye opener, the guidelines
will create awareness among concerned all regard-
ing regulatory obligations required for protection
of greater health care interest. This is more signif-
icant for Bangladesh because, we are still depend-
ent on foreign sources for almost 90% national
requirement of medical and surgical devices. The

guidelines will also encourage stake holders to
strive for achieving self-reliance in this �eld of un-
explored market through creating local manufac-
turing facilities. It is expected that strict
adherence to the guidelines will also discourage
in�ltration of unsafe devices causing unwanted
hazards to public health.

We respectfully recall generosity of the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare for undertaking
such a people-friendly initiative through DGDA
considering greater health care interest of the
country.

Considering consumer welfare interest of com-
mon people, DGDA, through a directive dated
10th February, 2016, has re-emphasized concerned
all, to print maximum retail price (MRP) on the
unit package of all locally manufactured and im-
ported medical and surgical devices as a matter
of mandatory requirement.

Tremendous prospect exists for Bangladeshi en-
trepreneurs to explore the huge market occupied
by foreign companies, through generating local
manufacturing facilities. Different market studies
reveal that significant growth will take place in
the global health care devices market including
Bangladesh during decades to come. 

Prevalence of Medical and Surgical
Devices in Bangladesh
A Critical Health Care Concern

Md. Abdur Razzaq
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Before 1992, there was
no medical & surgical
device manufacturer in
Bangladesh. In 1992,
Opso Saline Ltd. initi-
ated local manufacture
of disposable syringe in
Bangladesh. But for a
wide range of medical
and surgical devices,
yet we remained im-
port dependent.

In the year 1999, JMI
emerged as a joint venture enterprise with South
Korea for production of versatile forms of global
standard medical and surgical devices. Beside ful-
filling the national requirement of disposable sy-
ringes, JMI ventured for pioneering Auto Disable
(AD) syringe manufacture under technical collab-
oration with Star Syringe Ltd., UK, the discoverer
of WHO recommended brand, ‘K1 Auto Disable
Syringe’. This venture has successfully fulfilled
the AD Syringe requirement of EPI for national
vaccination program of the government and that
of DGFP for the purpose of administering in-
jectable contraceptives. 

After successful launching of AD syringe in
Bangladesh, JMI was inspired to advance further
for introduction of newer medical devices like, IV
Cannula, Latex free IV infusion set, Blood Trans-
fusion Set, Scalp Vain Set, Suction Catheter,
Urine Drainage Bag, First Aid Bandage and First
Aid Box for the first time in the country. The
company is now capable enough to meet the na-
tional requirement of above mentioned products
from its own manufacturing source. Products like
Surgical Suture, Gloves, Vacuum Blood Collec-
tion Tube, Alcohol Prep Pad, Blood Lancet, In-
sulin Pen Needle, Micro Burette Set, etc. are in
progress of manufacture and marketing by JMI.

A revolutionary venture of JMI Group is, launch-
ing of Blood Tubing Set, an important device for
Haemodialysis, through local production by its
sister concern, ‘Nipro-JMI Company Ltd‘, a
joined venture project with Nipro Corporation
of Japan, one of the globally reputed health care
products manufacturers. This product, manufac-
tured in Bangladesh, is now exported to fourteen
countries of Asia, Africa, Europe, and Latin
America. Registration process is in progress for
export of the same to eighteen more countries of
the world.

JMI Group has developed following two back-
ward linkage industries to facilitate smooth pro-
duction of healthcare devices of self and other
manufacturers:

1. JMI Hospital Requisite Mfg. Ltd. (JHRML)- for
production of essential components of medical
devices.

2. JMI Industrial Gas Ltd.- for mixing of Ethyl-
ene Oxide (E0) and CO2 gas in different pro-
portion depending upon customer requirements
for sterilization purpose of life saving healthcare
products.

In conformity with the national policy of the
movement of Bangladesh, JMI prefers to create
employment opportunity for our female popula-
tion. Currently, almost 2000 female workforce are
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employed in different
healthcare device manu-
facturing units of JMI
Group. The company is
trying to enhance volume
of female employment in
its ongoing healthcare
projects and also in the
projects to be undertaken
in near future.

It is to be noted here that
beside Opso and JMI,
nine other companies
were given registration by DGDA till 2015, out of
which four companies have already discontinued
operation.

JMI, including other manufacturers, is striving to
develop entrepreneurship for local production of
many more essential medical devices that we im-
port from outside at the cost of hard-earned for-
eign currency. But prevalence of following
relevant impediments/constraints needs to be re-
solved to encourage local stake holders:

l Inadequate data bank regarding medical de-
vices

l Unauthorized inflow of medical devices

l Mis-declaration of HS code for tax evading

l Inadequate regulatory guidelines and control

l Availability of devices at questionable price
and qualities

l Lack of overall awareness regarding quality re-
quirement of medical devices

l Availability of products from unauthentic
sources

l Absence of cash incentive for export as availed
by exporters of our competitive countries

l Inadequate support and favors from relevant
authorities toward stake holders

National Benefits of Developing Local Entrepre-
neurship:

l Save hard-earned foreign currency

l Create employment opportunity, particularly
for women

l Develop manufacturing know-how and skills
of local people

l Earn self-reliance and get rid of foreign de-
pendence

l Create opportunity to explore global markets
and earn foreign currency

l Ensure our national health safety

Newer entrepreneurs should be encouraged to
take the challenge of exploring the huge market
potential by creating local manufacturing facilities
for production of desired health care products.

In view of above, we are optimistic enough, con-
cerned all would come forward with whole-
hearted support and cooperation to materialize
the greater need of becoming self-reliant in the
�eld of medical and surgical devices required for
our national health care interest.

Md. Abdur Razzaq, one of the distinguished business
personalities and the Managing Director of JMI
GROUP. The JMI Group is one of the world renowned
and diversified global conglomerates of 32 companies
with more than 7,000 highly dedicated and educated
workforces particularly in the healthcare services. 
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50 years ago today
I am sure I never
thought, I would
be still alive and be
a citizen of a coun-
try that has evolved
from a ‘bottomless
basket case’ to a na-
tion which many
looks up to learn,
understand and

adapt the best practices. A nation of resilient peo-
ple who have not only overcome a vicious enemy
but raised a war torn country to become a sustain-
able developing country.

To me 1971 was and still is a nightmare, a horror
movie in 4 dimensions. Many of us 18 to 20 years
old had to become men and women overnight!
Those who witnessed or were combatants or vic-
tims can never forget nor overcome the trauma
1971 gave to them. We can’t share nor can anyone
understand that pain or the trauma we have carry
silently or insanely. 

I take every opportunities, I get, like a broken
record, to recollect and reaffirm our belief and
faith in 1971 to the younger generation, born
after 1971, who have been raised in a free land
that was curved out with the glory and bravery of
young men and women who DARED to chal-
lenge the mighty Pakistan Army and defeated
them. A country that bears the pain of my sisters
and mothers raped by Pakistani and the blood of
our slain innocent men and women. A nation of
brave warriors’ who dared and won because they
wanted equal rights and opportunities from their
lords the Pakistanis. In 1971 the Pakistanis, once
dreaded as the best soldiers and trained by the
Americans had no chance with the small brown
Banglalees they called the ‘tiny Machli eaters’, be-
cause the Machli eaters had awaken and was
ready to die for their ‘Mother’. The Pakistanis un-
derestimated the desire for freedom of the Ban-
galees. They had ‘nothing to lose but their chains
they have a world to gain’

In 1971 I was hardly 18 years old but already in-
fluenced by the ‘Banglaee’ nationhood infection. 

For my younger friends ….
Looking back to 50 years ago in 2021
1971: Bangladesh Past Present Future

Akku Chowdhury
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The desire for my identity was imbued on us, by
the fact that in 1947 Bangalees of the Eastern part
of Bengal were promised emancipation. The La-
hore Resolution did agree that a federation
within the United Pakistan, will guarantee for the
national and cultural identity of each of the
provinces. We were to be ‘Bangalee first and then
Muslims were my upbringing as we were raised in
an atmosphere of diverse community that be-
longed to different language, dialects, faith, ideas
and cultural practices. Unfortunately the western
wing of Pakistan and her people thought we Ban-
galees were to give up our identity and become
like the rest of those non Bangalee Pakistanis.
Pakistan was created on the basis of an abstract
idea, which was bound to be a failed nation as it
had no solid philosophy of uniting two or more
diverse people from two or more regions with sep-
arate language, culture, heritage and life style ex-
cept for a common religion, that too of only 70%

of Bangalees (in East Pakistan). It was obvious to
my generation, that from the beginning this new
nation called Pakistan was a union of hatred and
suppression. The West Pakistani hegemony over
the eastern wing began from day one with the
Businesses, Bureaucrats and Military (unfortu-
nately in some case few Intellectuals too) from the
west, all wanting to take control of the Bangalees.
It felt we have transferred the owners of the
colony of Bengal from the British to the Pakista-
nis. And yes of course, there was a small Benglaee
privileged class that would manage to be in the
good books of Pakistanis by being their agents or
collaborators/lackeys call them what you may
(and those days we called them ‘Chamches’ or
chamchas in Bangla). These group of Bangalee
Pakistani lovers remained loyal to them till the
last and many collaborated with them in 1971 to
become part and parcel of the destructions of
property and innocent people. They also played
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important roles in the crimes against humanity
and has to be tried as ‘War Criminals along with
the Pakistani principal perpetrators for their part
in 1971’.  

If I go back to early days of Pakistan we can see
the first taste of suppression was felt when the so
called father of their nation Quad E Azam Mo-
hammad Ali Jinnah retorted in the Curzon Hall
of Dhaka that ‘Urdu and Urdu shall be the offi-
cial language of Pakistan’ right after Independ-
ence of Pakistan. This was an aggression on the
rights of Bangalees to be Bangalee and people in
general were amazed at the audacity. The Ban-
galee students, of course, protested and roared
back NO to such an absurd suggestion even right
on his face. Thus, probably, the first movement
for the mother tongue in the world began in 1948
making it a historical point of our start for eman-
cipation. This is probably when the young leader
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who fought with his
mentor Hussain Suhrawardy for Pakistan as Ben-
galee representation in the Muslim League, be-
came aware of the betrayal and his long struggle
for total emancipation for his people begun.

YES from 1952 to 1971 was not just long but a
treacherous journey for us and painful struggle
for Bangabandhu. The exploitation of Bengalee
continued as the Pakistanis merrily looted our re-
sources and built their cities and factories in Pak-
istan. When I look back and realize that under
an occupation or suppression the rulers make you
morally and emotionally so weak that we begin to
think them as superiors and Pakistanis were
surely doing that. I attended the school and were
friends with people whom one could consider as
elitist. My Bangalee friends would even tease me
as a Moura. I was fortunate that my family was
grounded and the practice of Bangalee culture
was a priority. My mother was in the forefront of
cultural movement while my father being a senior
Engineer with the Government could have cre-
ated conflicts at home. My father was not just a

tolerant man but understand that Bangalees can’t
be dominated for long. The Pakistani Govern-
ment in the 60s used to feel irritated by what was
referred as a ‘Hindu Culture’ practiced by Ban-
galees with their music, dancing and even certain
ceremonies they practiced which had more a cul-
tural than any religious connotation. My family
although coming from a very conservative Mus-
lim background of Chittagong didn’t approve of
the fanaticism preached by those ultra-right Pak-
istani politicians and rulers. Like my family most
Bangalee Muslims felt suppression of one’s way
of expressing emotions or roots and origin is in-
human and has no place in religion. My father’s
bosses, the Pakistan’s, never stopped harassing
him but he was an arrogant Chatgaeah Chowd-
hury. My family never stopped being Bangalee
Nationalist openly. Therefore, when in 1969 the
students’ movement began for equal rights and
democracy against the then dictatorship of Field
Marshal Ayub Khan I had no qualms in joining
the protest and activist although I belonged to the
school that was in the Cantonment and operated
by the Pakistan Army.

The rise of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man was vivid at this time as youth were rising
with the call of emancipation and dreaming of
freeing themselves from the shackles of Pakistani
usurers. When Mujib made his unique call for ‘6
points’ demands, which was in fact in line with
the Lahore Resolution of 1946 of Pakistan writ-
ten by the founders of Pakistan that had high-
lighted the autonomy and freedom for each of the
5 provinces in  Pakistan as a federation. After in-
dependence in 1947 they backed out of it as the
Punjabis of Pakistan were afraid the autonomy to
provinces will make the Center a paper tiger and
lose control of the 5 provinces. Therefore, this
hegemony between the Bureaucrat Business and
Military created a ‘power base’ of the west Pak-
istanis to exploit rule and control Eastern Wing
of Pakistan and other weaker partners of Western 
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wing like the Baluchis and Pathans. This ‘Troika’
would never allow Mujib to rise as he was the
rebel rouser but very popular and getting strong
with the little Bangalees. In fact most of our Ben-
galee nationalist leaders like Moulana Bhashani,
Suhrawardy and the youngest of them Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman could never be tamed and
fought constantly, nail and teeth, with West Pak-
istanis. All of them spent years in Pakistani Jails
but Bangabandhu was the one who was in cus-
tody the longest of all those leaders. It is said that
he has spent more time in jail cells then his own
home, but his belief and passion to serve the peo-
ple and the country never swayed. 

The first opportunity Bengalees got to decide
their faith was in the 1970 Pakistan General Elec-
tion. The people of Bangladesh (the then East
Pakistan) didn’t hesitate to vote Bangabandhu
overwhelmingly because he had a mandate for
emancipation with the 6 points well drafted de-
mand as his mandate which the voters could re-

late to. The Bangalee voters gave him and his
party the Awami League an overwhelming major-
ity votes. The result was as expected with AL get-
ting 160 seats and his closest opponent and the
most dreaded evil force of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
PPP got only 81 seats, out of total 300 seats for
the National Assembly of Pakistan. It was obvious
Bangabandhu was to become the leader of the
then Pakistan, but, that was unthinkable to the
Pakistani Troika power base. Seeing the results
Bhutto not only went berserk but had a tantrum
which the Punjabi Military had to listen and go
along with his stupid argument probably that ‘a
Bengalee can never be trusted as a Prime Minister
of Pakistan’. On March 25th. night under the
shadow of darkness the Pakistani Tanks and Mor-
tars started their ‘operation searchlight’ in
Dacca….”a short and crisp operation that would
silence the little Bengalese forever”, was the intent
of the Pakistani war lords when they planned the
attack. They underestimated the Bangalees and
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our Bangabandhu. He had prepared us for this
day and told us loud and clear that even if he is
not around we must rise with whatever we have
and defeat the Pakistani evil forces. He had in-
spired us with his words and deeds to believe we
the Bemgalee people can rise with whatever we
have and defeat the Pakistanis for the sake of
Sonar Bangla. The Pakistanis used to call us
“Gaddar” so they thought once the Khakis come
out storming we shall be Gaddar and betray
Bangabandhu on the night of March 25 1971.
They were wrong…we couldn’t me silence so we
fought back. 

After the reign of terror was unleashed, on that
darkest night in our history, the Bengalee soldiers
of Pakistan Military revolted and were joined by
youth, peasants, workers and even many govern-
ment officials in all parts of the occupied (East
Pakistan) Bangladesh. The Riffraff forces spread
in different cantonments or border outposts con-
verged to confer and make a plan of action in
early April 1971 in a tea garden at Teliapara Syl-
het. They agreed to form themselves as an organ-
ized guerilla force for liberation of Bangladesh
with the leadership of senior serving and retired
officers for directing the liberation war known as
Mukti Bahini. Soon after, the politicians of
Awami League who were elected members of the
1970 election formed a government in exile with
one of the brightest political leaders like Tajuddin
Ahmed as the Prime Minister. The Government
and cabinet were sworn in a remote liberated area
of Kishoreganj on April 17 1971. Although
Bangabandhu was arrested by the Pakistanis on
the night of March 25-26 and shooed away to a
jail somewhere in West Pakistan, he was declared
(in absentia) as President of the newly formed
People’s Republic of Bangladesh. As the Pakista-
nis spread the reign of terror allover Bangladesh
more and more youths and adults were joining
the Mukti Bahini (Liberation Force). As the Pak-

istanis were getting desperate, since they didn’t
expect to be challenged, their atrocities increased
many fold, making the innocent Bangalees home-
less and women became the target for rape and
torture to fill their lust and hatred against Ban-
galees. They wanted to annihilate the Bangalees
and create a breed of their own in Bangladesh.
Millions of men, women and children had to flee
across the border to take refuge in India. 

We were fortunate that India was our neighbor
and in 1971 proved to be a true friend in need.
Millions of innocent people could shelter there
as the Pakistani marauders continued a festival of
terror and horror which was never witnessed by
the world before. We were not just surprised but
in disbelief to see how these people who we
thought were our own could turn on us with such
ferocity. The animosity in Pakistanis of that pe-
riod is something that I will carry always as a scar
of “Never Again” as it was a traumatic experience
for all of us. Even today when I meet a Pakistani
I expect (unintentionally) the werewolf jumping
out of him or her. It was unfortunate that many
of the so called western nations promoting them-
selves as upholders of freedom, liberty and
human rights were either silent, in denial or in
few cases directly supporting Pakistani Military
with weapons and fund. It was incredible and as-
suring to see the people and media stood by us as
rock globally no matter whom their Government
supported. The world conscience stood by us as
morale support and inner strength to survive and
fight. We were alone in the battle filed but felt
confident as we felt them standing with us and
drying our tears. This is Humanity. If those peo-
ple never stood by us in 1971, the pain of the in-
nocent people of Bangladesh would have been
more horrific. The pain, hatred, greed and
moral degradation we see today in Bangladesh
is the cause and effect of the horror pain and
terror the Pakistani left behind in our minds.
After 1971 it is difficult to be normal because the 
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trauma Pakistanis caused has left a scar of hatred
in all of us.  Yes, it is something to think about!
Just imagine if the Indians and world conscience
were silent in 1971 the Pakistanis could have
purged all of us Bangalees. The stories of East
Pakistan wouldn’t be heard and they could have
succeeded with their blueprint for purifying the
Bangalees in producing a new breed of race called
‘PakiBangla’, a breed of pure Muslim Banglees in
the limelight of Pakistani mold. The Pakistanis
never believed that the Bangalee Muslims were
true Mosalmans and could be trusted. Unfortu-
nately even today we have some Bangladeshis
with that mindset or mentality. What a shame.

Today after 50 years many still ask me a very irri-
tating question ‘is this the Bangladesh you fought
for?’ I never understood where they were coming
from, but it did bother me as I knew so many
Bangladeshis in 1971 opted to be on the fence
waiting to join the winning side. The Pakistan we
defeated was rotten and evil period anyone having
any doubt in 1971 about their betrayal can never
be trusted by me. 

I personally always felt that we have to say good-
bye to them and build our own destiny someday
but didn’t expect so early and that in 1971 I will
have to make the choice and I chose for justice
and freedom. Today when we look at Pakistan we
see they remain almost the same and the fact that
they have not changed is no surprise to me! Even
TODAY they are a rouge NATION. A country
that breeds and exports TERRORISM. A country
that spreads hatred and is destroying the great re-
ligion of the global Muslims which is supposed
to be a religion of Peace. We are glad we have
nothing to do with them and as a nation we are
surely doing much better than them. In 50 years
we have surely stepped forward BUT the exploita-
tion, injustice and inequality continues. We still
have a long ways to go for total emancipation of
all.  We can overcome but can’t forget that soon
after the Independence we had many hurdles to

cross. After 1972 when Bangabandhu was at-
tempting to raise the war torn nation there were
many forces both within and outside that created
unprecedented obstacles. The people were impa-
tient but many who were against the creation of
Pakistan waited for an opportune moment to de-
stroy our spirit of 71. We sided with the Devil and
we blew the horn of hell to greet the death of the
liberation war spirit in 1975 with the gruesome
assassination of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman along with his family members.  The de-
feated forces of 1971 never gave up but did rise to
destroy our history our past and our glory. From
1975 onward, one after another the forces con-
trolled by the pro Pakistanis and supported Pak-
istan in 1971 creeped back to power. They
distorted the historic facts and tried to demure
the freedom fighter, the Martyrs and our glorious
liberation war. They poisoned a generation with
lies, distortion, immorality and the practice to lie
as part of habit. The moral, social and family val-
ues were drowned and century old Bangalee her-
itage and culture of tolerance was washed out
with a perverted dream of individualism and ma-
terialism borrowed from the West.

In 1981 after Sheikh Hasina returned there was
a sigh of relief amongst many but many were also
doubtful of her political maturity and her organi-
zational capabilities. In 1975, during the carnage
of killing in Road 32 Residence of Bangabandhu,
she and her younger sister got spared because they
were abroad with their scholar spouses. The
trauma of hearing that the whole family has been
wiped out could drive anyone crazy and fall in de-
pression. Fortunately they were ‘no ordinary
folks’ but the children of Bangabandhu who had
taught them from the moment they were born
that their Father is the voice of the people and
has dedicated his life for the Motherland. From
childhood to adulthood they have seen the giant
of a man they called their father belonged to the
nation. He spent more time in jails than in his
home. When not in jail he was moving from vil-
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lages to towns to cities fighting for the rights and
emancipation of all people. It must have been
painful for both but the eldest of the two must
have known as the older one she must take up
the fallen flag of her father and continue his
struggle for the people. Bangladesh was far from
what the people and Bangabandhu fought for but
she had to wait till those in power would allow
her to return home. Sheikh Hasina was still
young many thought, but that was her huge ad-
vantage as Bangladesh is a young country and the
majority of the population are youth. She could
connect with them and she had the inner force
to turn her pain into growth by leading the youth
to Sonar Bangla that the freedom fighters fought
for. It’s my intuition that those initial days of her
evolving into a leader was not really difficult, after
all she was groomed by one of the great leader in
the world during his time. She had her focus on
the people and their welfare but also she knew
that the youth of Bangladesh are the new force
that can take the nation forward as the youth did
by becoming freedom fighters. 

In 1971 they fought with weapons and guns but
in the new century it’s going to be with soul and
brain. She wanted the youth to be equipped with
the technology that would make them global cit-
izens and have access to employment or entrepre-
neurship opportunity not just at home but
globally.  She was also young and Bangladesh was
a young country with a rich resources of youth
with energy and vitality to move forward. Awami
League itself has a grass root connection who
needed a leadership like her who was bold, young-
ness, passionate about the country and the peo-
ple. Bangabandhu was the unconditional leader
of the people and his killers and associates mis-
understood the people. They will never forget or
erase him. His assassination made him larger
than life. Fidel Castro had rightfully compared
him with the Himalayas. 

In the last 10 years Bangladesh has taken the path
that she dreamt of and promised in her mandate
to the people when she dedicated herself to the

service of the people as the leader of her political
party Awami League. Like her father she has the
ability to read and understand people. She had
time to listen and always ready to learn. In less
than 30 years she grasped the art of being a states-
person. Her biggest strength was her father’s
genes which made her a fighter and daring. In
1971 Bangabandhu was aware of the Pakistani
wreath for daring to ask for freedom. When the
Pakistani Military started killing indiscriminately
on that night of March 25th, he stood in the front
line while his people could make a strategic re-
treat to regroup and make the final assault victory
to create Bangladesh with the Bangalee men and
women fighting arm in arm. Sheikh Hasina in-
herited a divided nation far off the track of the
spirit with which the people had fought for. She
has seen the loyalty and love of the people for her
father and the country. She has also seen the be-
trayal of many.  She knew the real people are the
Mass who are not corruptible and still cried for
Bangabandhu. That was her strength and the
youth was her force. She had the vision of seeing
Bangladesh a land of opportunity if the youth
had the right tools and infrastructure. She sailed
through many storms not just internally but glob-
ally including facing the Pandemic as boldly as
one can. 50 years ago we fought for our country
today we face an invisible enemy and a Pandemic
which can be overcome by the youth with that
passion of freedom fighter. To be strong and be
united as nation who have faced many storms and
overcome. This pandemic is an opportunity to de-
cide our fate as nation that the value our forefa-
thers taught is not to be taken lightly but
cherished. We have a lot to gain from our own
age old values rather than chasing a western
dream of materialism Bangladesh can make it but
we have to think as US not as ME anymore. 

#joi71 #joiHasina.

Akku Chowdhury a veteran freedom fighter, Direc-
tor of Liberation War Meuseum and former CEO of
Transcom Foods Ltd.
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US to conclude military 
mission in Afghanistan on
31 August, Biden confirms

US President Joe Biden has confirmed that his coun-
try’s military mission in Afghanistan will end on 31 Au-
gust, while reiterating that Washington’s support for
the Afghan people as well as for the country’s security
forces will continue.
“The United States did what we went to do in
Afghanistan: to get the terrorists who attacked us on
9/11, to deliver justice to Osama Bin Laden, and to
degrade the terrorist threat to keep Afghanistan from
becoming a base from which attacks could be contin-
ued against the United States. We achieved those ob-
jectives. That’s why we went,” Biden told reporters at
the White House on 8 July.
“We did not go to Afghanistan to nation-build. And it’s
the right and the responsibility of the Afghan people
alone to decide their future and how they want to run
their country,” noted the president.
Biden said US military and intelligence leaders are
“confident” that they have the capabilities to protect
the US homeland and its interests from any resurgent
terrorist challenge emerging or emanating from
Afghanistan. “We are developing a counter-terrorism
over-the-horizon capability that will allow us to keep
our eyes firmly fixed on any direct threats to the
United States in the region, and act quickly and deci-
sively, if needed,” he said.
At the same time the president confirmed that the US
intends to maintain a diplomatic presence in
Afghanistan, and that Washington is co-ordinating

closely with its international partners to continue to
secure the Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul.

UK upgrades Type 45 
air-defence capabilities
The UK’s Defence Equipment & Support (DE&S) or-
ganisation has announced the award of two contracts
for the GBP500 million (USD690 million) upgrade of
the air-defence capabilities of the Royal Navy’s Type
45 destroyers.
An 11-year contract was awarded to integrate the
Common Anti Air Modular Missile (CAMM) into the
Type 45’s Sea Viper weapon system and a 10-year
contract to Eurosam for the mid-life refresh (MLR) of
the destroyer’s Aster 30 missiles, DE&S said on its
website on 6 July.
France, Italy, and the United Kingdom awarded the
Aster 30 MLR contract via the Organisation for Joint
Armament Co-operation (OCCAR).
A new 24-missile CAMM silo will be added in front of
the Type 45’s current 48-missile Aster 30 silos, in-
creasing the overall missile capacity of the destroyers
by 50% to 72 anti-air missiles per vessel. CAMM, also
known as Sea Ceptor, can also engage small fast in-
shore attack craft, hovering helicopters, and low-speed
targets, in addition to being able to defeat more tradi-
tional high-speed air threats.
MBDA explained in a press release on 6 July that the
Type 45’s existing Sylver cells will now be only for the
longer-range Aster 30 missile, meaning they will no
longer include Aster 15s. The company said CAMM



BRIEF NEWS

The DE&S Maritime Anti-air Weapon Systems team has awarded
an 11-year contract to MBDA to integrate CAMM into the Royal
Navy Type 45 destroyer’s Sea Viper weapon system. (MBDA)
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will be paired with the Sea Viper command-and-con-
trol system, which will be upgraded to increase its pro-
cessing power.
DE&S CEO Simon Bollom said CAMM and Aster 30
“will provide the Type 45 with a significant uplift in
anti-air capability into the future as the Type 45 deliv-
ers the backbone of air defence to the Royal Navy’s
Carrier Strike Group”.

Cyclone Yaas: Severe 
storm lashes India 
and Bangladesh

A powerful cyclone has torn into eastern India, with re-
ports suggesting it has killed several people.
Cyclone Yaas, which intensified into a "very severe cy-
clonic storm", hit the states of West Bengal and Orissa
- also known as Odisha - on Wednesday, as well as
lashing southern Bangladesh.
This is the second cyclone to hit the country in a week,
after Cyclone Tauktae killed more than 150 people.
It comes as India is already struggling to deal with its
Covid-19 outbreak.
Yaas lashed coastal areas with ferocious wind and rain
as it made landfall in India, damaging homes and
bringing waves that swamped towns. More than one
million people were evacuated in the country as the
storm approached.
In its latest update, the India Meteorological Depart-
ment tweeted that the cyclone had sustained winds of
70-80km/h (43-50mph) and with gusts of up to
90km/h.
West Bengal chief minister Mamata Banerjee said

some 20,000 homes were damaged in the state, with
the town of Digha "swamped" by four-metre-high
(13ft) waves.
Tidal surges also flooded coastal areas of Bangladesh,
stranding thousands of people.
According to an official there quoted by the Associated
Press news agency, more than 20 villages in the south-
ern Patuakhali district were submerged after waters
washed away two river embankments, and at least
15,000 people had gone to cyclone shelters.
Cyclones in the Bay of Bengal are common at this time
of year, and often roar ashore, causing deaths and de-
struction in coastal areas of India and Bangladesh. –BBC

Experts: Tremors in 
Sylhet might hint 
at bigger quakes
One of the tremors was of magnitude 4.1 on the
Richter scale.
Four mild earthquakes jolted Sylhet on 29 May, creat-
ing panic among people in the district.  Experts say it
could be a warning sign of a major earthquake.
Md Momenul Islam, a meteorologist of Bangladesh
Meteorological Department's Dhaka office, said the
epicentre of the earthquake was Sylhet.
“The initial tremor at 10:36am recorded magnitude 3
on the Richter scale, followed by the aftershocks of 4.1
magnitude at 10:50am, 2.8 magnitude at 11:30am,
and 4 magnitude at 1:58pm,” added the meteorologist.
However, locals claim they felt more tremors. Also,
there was an earthquake. 
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There were no reports of serious injuries or damage to
infrastructure, said Humayun Karnain, a senior station
officer with the Sylhet Fire Service.
Shahjalal University of Science and Technology (Sust)
Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineerin Dr Za-
heer bin Alam said the four consecutive earthquakes in
Sylhet on Saturday might be a warning signal. 
He said it could be due to climate change or due to
plate shifting.

BDL to supply additional
Akash SAMs to Indian
Air Force

Indian state-owned company BDL announced on 8 July that it had
secured a USD67 million contract for the supply of additional Akash
SAMs to the Indian Air Force. (BDL)

Indian state-owned company Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL) announced on 8 July that it has secured a
INR4.99 billion (USD67 million) contract for the pro-
duction and supply of additional locally developed
Akash medium-range, surface-to-air missiles (SAMs)
to the Indian Air Force (IAF).
The deal was announced by Siddharth Mishra, the
company’s chairman and managing director, via Twitter,
but no further details were provided.
BDL is the principal integrator of the 5.8-m long
Akash missile, which is fitted with a 55 kg high-explo-
sive, pre-fragmented warhead equipped with a proxim-
ity fuze and stated to be capable of engaging multiple
aerial targets such as combat aircraft and assorted
missile systems out to a range of 30 km.
The system’s locally designed electronics and Rajendra
3D phased array multifunctional fire-control radar are

produced by public-sector company Bharat Electronics
Limited, while private manufacturers Larsen & Toubro
and Tata Power SED provide its tracked and wheeled
launchers.
Similar to the Russian SA-6 Gainful two-stage, solid-
fuel, low-altitude SAM, the all-weather Akash has a
launch weight of 720 kg and a stated shot/kill proba-
bility of 88%. The missile is powered by an integral
ramjet rocket propulsion system with inlet ducts
mounted mid-body between the wings, enabling a
strike speed of M2.5.
An Akash battery includes four 3-D Rajendra passive
electronically scanned array radars designed by the
Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) and four launchers with three missiles each,
all of which are inter-linked and mounted on a detach-
able trailer towed by an Ashok Leyland 4×4 truck.

Egypt inaugurates major
new naval base
Egypt’s President Abdel-Fattah el-Sisi inaugurated a
large new naval base in the west of the country on 3
July.
The date of the inauguration and the name of the 3
July Naval Base referenced the coup that deposed
President Mohamed Morsi in 2013. It has been under
construction at Ras Gargoub, about 140 km east of
the Libyan border and 315 km west of the main
Egyptian naval base in Alexandria, since 2018.
The Egyptian Ministry of Defence released a video
with English subtitles that said the new base has “a
unique geographic location that achieves additional ca-
pabilities for securing the Egyptian northern coasts,





A still from a video released by the Egyptian Ministry of Defence
shows the HQ building at the 3 July Naval Base with a Mistral in
the background. (Egyptian Ministry of Defence)
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the closest launching point to stave off any potential
threats”.
The video provided details of the base’s facilities, say-
ing it occupies a 10 km2 site and has a 1 km-long
naval wharf with a depth of 14 m.
Egyptian television coverage showed Egypt’s newest
vessels were moored along the wharf for the cere-
mony, including a Type 209/1400 submarine, both
Egypt’s ex-Italian Navy FREMM frigates, the Gowind
corvette Port Said, the CPV 60 patrol ship, and nine
OPB 41 patrol boats. Some of these vessels made way
for Gamal Abdel Nasser, one of Egypt’s two Mistral-
class amphibious assault ships.
The video said the base also has commercial quays
with a length of 2.2 km and a depth of 17 m, although
satellite imagery shows this is still under construction.

Turkey joins NATO Baltic
Air Policing for first time
since 2006

A file photo of Turkish F-16s. The NATO ally has for the first time in
15 years joined the Baltic Air Policing mission, with four F-16s flying
out of Malbork Air Base in Poland. (Turkish Air Force)

Turkey has joined the NATO Baltic Air Policing mission
for the first time since 2006, with a detachment of
Lockheed Martin F-16 Fighting Falcons arriving at
Malbork Air Base in Poland on 6 July.
The NATO Allied Air Command reported the arrival of
four Turkish Air Force (TuAF) F-16s from 6th Main Jet
Base at Bandırma, as well as a Lockheed Martin C-130
Hercules support aircraft and associated personnel.
“An 80-strong Turkish Air Force detachment [will] op-

erate the fighters from Malbork until mid-September
in support of NATO’s Air Policing mission in the re-
gion. This is the second time the Turkish Air Force
[has] contributed fighter jets to NATO Air Policing in
the region, and the first deployment to Malbork,
Poland,” the command said.
For its two-month rotation, the first in 15 years, the
TuAF will support Spanish Air Force Eurofighters and
Italian Air Force (Aeronautica Militare Italiana: AMI)
Lockheed Martin F-35A Lightning II Joint Strike Fight-
ers (JSFs) that have been flying out of Siauliai Air
Base in Lithuania and Amari Air Base in Estonia re-
spectively since May.
“Three allies from the south – Spain, Italy, and Turkey
– are supporting NATO’s Baltic Air Policing in the
north, demonstrating alliance cohesion and solidarity,”
the NATO Allied Air Command said, “Deployed in the
Baltic region, they will work with each other and the
hosting air forces to enhance co-operation and inter-
operability.”

At least 52 killed in PAF
C-130H crash in Sulu
Province
At least 52 people were killed when a Philippine Air
Force (PAF) C-130H Hercules medium transport air-
craft carrying 96 military personnel crashed in the
southern Philippine province of Sulu on 4 July, accord-
ing to the Philippine Department of National Defense
(DND).
Secretary of National Defense Delfin Lorenzana said in
a statement that the aircraft crashed as it overshot
the runway while trying to land at Jolo Airport around
12.00 h local time. All passengers aboard the C-130H,
which had three pilots and five crew, were Philippine
Army personnel being deployed to the province.
The DND said that at least 52 people died in the inci-
dent, including three civilians on the ground, while 51
were injured, including four civilians on the ground.
The incident took place in an area where the Philippine
military has been fighting militants from the Abu
Sayyaf group and other factions, although military
spokesperson Colonel Edgard Arevalo was quoted by
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 the Reuters news agency as saying that there is so far
no indication that the crash was the result of an at-
tack. An official investigation into the incident has
been launched.
Images of the burning wreckage at Patikul show that
the aircraft bore tail number ‘5125’, which identifies it
as a recently acquired, second-hand C-130H operated
by the PAF’s 220th Airlift Wing.
Commissioned in February, the ex-US Air Force
(USAF) transport was the first of two platforms of the
type procured by the PAF under the US Excess De-
fense Articles Program. The second aircraft is expected
to be delivered later this year.

Australia receives first two
of four recently ordered
Chinook helos
The Australian Army has taken delivery of the first two
of four new Boeing CH-47F Chinook transport heli-
copters, just 10 weeks after their sale was approved by
the US Department of State.
The AUD595 million (USD441.6 million) investment
in the new helicopters will increase the army’s fleet of
heavy-lift CH-47Fs to 14, said Defence Minister Peter
Dutton in an 8 July statement.
The first two aircraft, drawn from US Army stock, were
delivered to the Townsville-based 5th Aviation Regi-
ment on 7 July by a US Air Force C-5M Galaxy trans-
port, according to the Australian Department of
Defence (DoD).

The third and fourth helicopters are scheduled for de-
livery in mid-2022, according to the DoD, which
quoted Dutton as saying that the additional aircraft
“will strengthen [the] army’s airlift capability into the
future and increase the ADF’s [Australian Defence
Force’s] ability to support operations globally”.
The DoD added that Australia’s defence industry will
continue to play “a key role in supporting the increased
Chinook fleet”, with an additional AUD69.5 million in-
vestment into the Australian economy over the next
20 years.

Chinese army operating 
mortar-carrying variant 
of CTL181A vehicle
Chinese state-owned media released video footage on
29 June showing that a mortar-carrying variant of the
Dongfeng Mengshi CTL181A 6×6 protected vehicle
has entered service with the People’s Liberation Army
Ground Force (PLAGF).
The footage, which was released via the Weibo social
media account of the PLA Daily newspaper, shows at
least six such vehicles being inducted into service and
then used in training at an undisclosed location.
The images show that each of the modified CTL181As
is armed with a 120 mm mortar, which is provided with
attachment points on the baseplate that are thought
to connect to a small lifting device at the rear of the
vehicle to facilitate rapid dismounting and re-mounting
of the mortar from the vehicle.
The armament, the lifting device, as well as the ammu-
nition are all mounted on the rear cargo area behind
the vehicle’s cab during road march.
The mortar appears to be a fairly basic design in-
tended for dismounted operation by the crew, lacking
any indicators of automation features such as auto-
matic laying or computerised fire control.
The CTL181A has been used as the baseline plat-
form for several new PLAGF systems, with notable
recent examples being a self-propelled howitzer, com-
monly referred to as the PCL-171, and a new bridg-
ing system. g

The C-130H transport that crashed on 4 July had been delivered to the
PAF in late January (as shown in this picture). (Philippine Air Force)
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